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wider range of political literature ; for he was intro-

duced to the Dundee news-room, at so early a period

of life that he was for years after its youngest

member.

The adventurous life of a sailor had, at one time,

strong fascinations for him. His own account of this

boyish fancy runs :
'* When a little fellov/ at school, I

had at one time a strong inclination, for the sea, and

used after school-hours, or between them, to accom-

pany some of my playmates to the pier, and wager

marbles which of us could soonest double the cap,

pass the double cross-trees, and turn this vessel's

vane. I well remember that I won more marbles

than I lost in this way ; and when I went on board

the venerable ship, tight and in good condition as she

still remains, and had fairly recognized my old ac-

quaintance, I felt a mingled sensation of pain and

pleasure, at the recollection of the past."* His ven-

turesome habits, when a boy, once nearly lost hiin his

life. With a courage above his skill, he plunged into

the waters of the Tay, making an effort to swim, and

sank twice before be was rescued.

* This was in 1833, when he revisited his native town.


