November 14, 1974

EDMONTON (CUP) ---
Faced with criticism of
blatant sexism and sex-role
stereotyping in their adver-
tising, the Public Affairs
branch of the Alberta govern-
ment has agreed to hold an
educational seminar for their
public relations and informa-
tion officers, on the subtle-
ties of sexism in advertising.

The seminars will be
conducted by members of
the six local women's organ-
izations who voiced the
complaints.

R.A. McDonald, director
of the Public Affairs Branch,
offered the seminars as a
partial solution to criticism
levied by the women at a
special viewing of the gov-
ernment's Travel Alberta
series of televsion advertise=
ments.

In a follow-up letter to
McDonald, the women stat-
ed that they hoped “‘our past
discussion and proposed
seminar will prompt the
establishment of a concrete
government policy and direc-
tives concerning harmful
sexism and sex-role stereo-
typing of men and women as
portrayed in government
travel advertisements, ca-
reer pamphlets and all other
publications and news re-

—No Money

—

TORONTO (CUP)-Un-
less Toronto'a Rape Crisis
Centre can obtain financial
support through necessary
government funds for 1975,

doubtful.

~ The centre, officially es-
tablished Feb. 14, is apply-
ing to the Federal secretary
of state for three workers’
salaries and to the Local
Initiatives Program (LIP) for
another seven salaries.

The centre, which includes
approximately 35 volunteer
workers, is presently operat-
ing under a grant from the
United Community Funding
(UCF).

its continued existence s,
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leases to the people of this
province."’

McDonald had stated ear-
lier, at the film viewing on
October 17, that he was
unsure as to whether the
government would have ob-
jections to the seminar. He
said public policy is usually
considered carefully before
any government directives

- No Help

Since February, the Rape
Crisis Centre has depended
largely on private donations.

It received a $500 grant
from the Student Adminis-
trative Council at the Univer-
sity of Toronto last March
and an OFY (Opportunities
for Youth) grant last sum-
mer.

‘‘Rape Crisis Centre Sup-

port Group'', had several
objectives: --the writing of
a handbook on rape in
Toronto.

--community liason work

with groups such as’ the
police, hospitals and other
groups rape victims are
likely to encounter.
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The women's groups had
originally asked to view the
film series because of con-
cern over a particulary
offending part of one ad. In it
a woman is portrayed as little
more than a ski bunny and
while being protectively em-
braced by her male- friend
states, “‘No matter what kind

--an education program for
the general public. This
included asking people with
knowledge on rape to speak
at conventions and to other
groups in Toronto.

--the development of a
referral system of all kinds of
resource people rape victims
might contact, e.g. a list of
competent therapists.

University of Toronto
graduate student Debra Lew-
is, who has worked for the
Rape centre said the centre
has approached several or-
ganizations as possible fin-
ancial supporters.

She said Toronto hospitals
and the police ‘‘have cooper-
ated with us in a lot of
cases,”” but added there
have been ‘‘no indications of
funding."’

The worker echoed Lewis,
calling the police and hospi-
tals ‘‘out of the question

More

GUELPH (CUP)

Racial, ethnic, and sexual slurs in a student
paper drew a fast reaction at the University of

Guelph.
Representatives of

Society, Frederation of Women Students, U of
G. Homphile Association and the Department

of Student Affairs laun
week against the
newsletter from Mil
undergraduate
residents.

Representatives of student groups met with

the editors of the pap
them to apologize to
the newsletter.
The editors’
Ontarion, the official
University of Guelph.
Mark Shopian said,
editor of the Daily
apologize to the foll
material in our
obviously did

Students Association

‘‘Daily Bastphugue'’,

residence with about 200

apology appeared in the

I, Mark Shopian, the

first
offend
individuals: The Federation of Women
Students, The University Jewish Society, the
UGHA (Homophile Association), the Indian

groups | may have offended . .
material will not be published again."’

of action he has
Alberta's got ijt!'" :

Support for the women's]
stand came from Alberta
NDP leader Grant Notely
who said in a legislative
assembly question period
that he felt women of Alberta
were being used as bait to
entice tourists to visit the
provinces.

The women’s groups said
that although this one
example was

in mind,

subtle
which

as harmful as the

stereotyped roles in

particularly j§i
offensive, they did not find i!}

to all those contributors
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weekend the deadline
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men and women are portray- §'§

ed.

“‘These subtleties are over-
looked by most people,’ said
a spokeswoman for the

groups ‘‘yet are dangerously Jo

ingrained in us subconscious-
ly, commercial after commer-
rial.”

In the series of 23 Travel
Alberta ads, the women
found that all the action
shots of adventure, sport,

and excitement were of men §

canoeing, camping, skiing,
mountain-climbing and golf-
ing. The women .invariably
sat by and watched. They
were portrayed as passive,
protected, and generally
without initiative, acting only
on a man’s decision.
money-wise."’

She also said the govern-
ment was cool when rape
centre representatives ap-
proached it last year.

“‘We were turned out from
one department to another,"’
she said.

When asked why the
government did not support
the centre financially at that
time, she said, ‘‘Rape is a
controversial issue. Govern-
ments do not take stands on
coniroversial issues."’

‘‘Rape is not considered
too important because it only
happens to women,” she
added.

The worker said the centre
applied for a LIP grant last
year but was refused assist-
ance. She conjectured that
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