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HORRORS OF LIFE IN SIBERIAN MARSHL
T

Dread Naryim District, the Worst in Siberia, to Which the Russian Author-
ities Only Recently Have Sent Political Prisoners, is Here Described in

Print for the First Time.

(Copyrighi in the United States and Great
Britain by Curtis Brown. All rights
strictly reserved.)

Warsaw, Poland. March 24.—Ihat Eus-
gian autocracy has found a new .lumping
ground for exiles in the wilds of far
Siberia already has been reported in the
newspapers of Europe and the United
States. But of thc horrors of life in the
district of Narymin, the frozen marshland
which only since the middle of last year

has been used a€ a place of confinement

Here and there along the banks of the

river Obi live the few Russian colonists.

Boats: afford them the only
communication.

The relative inhabitants are Ostyaks—

savages of the lowest type found in

Siberia—who subsist by hunting and fish- |

ing in the brief summer, and during the
long winter live half4amished in wretched,
indescribable filthy mud hovels. They
number now only 3,000. Ten years ago
there were thrice as many of them, but
the advent of the white man brought
with it the white man’s curse—liquor.

THE FIRST FALL OF SNOW ON THE GRAVES OF SIBERIAN EXILES.

for the victims of Czardom, scarc:ly an
jdea has yet been gtven.

No visitors, are allowed to pencirate
this desolate region. Recently, however,
a few medical students and othars have
managed to escape from administrative
exile there, and it is on the authority of
these, and through letters from men and
women who are suffering a living death
in the new Siberian hell that I am able
%5 supply some details regarding tke
terrible fate of those doomed to banish- |
ment within its confines.

Painted an appropriate blue on the
map, this vast swamp of Naryim stretches
over hundreds of miles in the Province
of Tomsk. It consists of dense primeval
forests and marshes on which grows a
coarse, rank grass. It is frozen solid for
nine months of the year. During ihe
brief summer it is a region of miasma and
mosquitoes. , It is intersected by the river
Obi and itd tributaries. It is destitute
of even the scantiest apologies for roads.

Disease and alcholism are killing the
Ostyaks off fast. All are drunkards when

they get the chance, even the children.

Several thousands of Russian men and
women have been sent to this ghastly re-
gion since the Russian Government dis-
covered its capacity for adding. fresh
horrors to Siberian banishment. Of these,
moreover, the great majority have been
in no way criminals, recent convoys having
been made up principally of school
teachers and students, male and female;
medical men,, professors and other edu-
cated persons who were accused only of
having circulated socialistic literature. All
classés of society, however, are repre-
sented, among the rest being some
soldiers who on their return from Port
Arthur found their families ruined and
maltreated. They complained of this and
asked for redress trom the authorities,
and were in reply banished to this awful
district.

Many of these exiles were taken from

means of

| would be utterly cut off from communi-
! cation with his kind,

their homes within fifteen minutes of

their arrest, without even being permitted |
to take a change of garments. and as they !

were in light summer clothes, they had |
to start on their ghastly journey to |
Siberia. And, once arrived, it is im-|

possible for these unfortunates to wrest
a livelihood out of the frozen marshes.
They cannot earn anything to supplement
the miserable pittance the Government
allows ' them, averaging ,only 2 1-2 cents
a’ day. They are. therefore, doomed to
a perpetual struggle with disease and
starvation. The weak ones succumb early
and are buried by their envious comrades,
or, if the ground be hard frozen, left on |
the marshes till spring. i

Those who arrived in Naryim during the (
brief summer still clung to the illusionl
that their -lives would be bearable. The |
native Ostyaks were out fishing and|
hunting, so the vurtys or mud luts were !
comparatively empty, ouly the old and
helpless being left ai home. TFish was
cheap. Fven coarse rye bread could be
bought. But this state of things did not
last long. The frigid weather returned
all’ too soon. The natives returned, the
huts were erammed with fillhy humanity
and drying fish. The symphony of snow
and storm raged outside. In the freezing
cold of this region only, the warmly clad
dare venture out. and most of the exiles
have only rags and taiters. Noses, ears,
fingers and toes are carried off by the
frost, Jeaving horrible wounds behind.

—

Tmmediately ~with the opening of winter,
too, the price of the fish which hangs in
the huts goes up alarmingly. However
good the haul there is never enough and
to spare, for the savage eats his fill when
there is plenty and starves afterward.
Bread disappears from the market. There
is the dried grass from the marshes and
the exile eats that. He begins to wonder
why he was commuted to life-long exile—
but that was before he knew Naryim.
Now he envies his comrades who perished
one gray morning on the ramparts of a
Russian fortress, shot by order of the
court martial.

True, he might have been sent even
further from civilization—to Yakutsk on
the Lena, which was once thought to be
the worst spot in the fifty Russias that
a political exile could live in. Here he

unless, by some
miracle, he could get a native to take
him a hundred versts or ro to his next-
door neighbor. But now the settlements
of Yakutsk are healthier than those of
Tomsk. = The unfortunate people are not
so close together, the struggle for exis-
tence is consequently less hard than in
the more crowded settlements,

In Naryim typhus and kindred diseases
engendered by starvation and filth carry
off hundreds. Leprosy, the Siberian
scourge, is another horror, for the huts
are infected with it. The Ostyaks, who
accept it as a matter of course, make

AND CZRADOM'S New DU

ING GROUND FOR EXILES

———
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matters/ worse by reason of their filthy
habits. They are said to be the dirtiest
people in the world. It is hardiy sur-
prising, for they live in a country where
the water is frozen for nine menths out
of the twelve.

When the first batch of exiles arrived
in Naryim in last June the settlers
received them kindly and helped them in
various ways, but the Governor, hearing
of it, coerced the inhabitants into a
practical boycott of the victims of Russian
inhumanity. The police threatened them
with severe punishments if they loaned
any of the exiles either boats or nets. As
a few common law criminals had been
banished there, the police spread the
report that all exiles were such and should
be avoided as robbers. In consequence of
this persecution many of the half clad
wretches had to live in the open for
weeks before they could find shelter of
any sort. As a result of having to herd
with the fifty savages, 50 per cent. of
them have been emitten with loathsome
diseases.

The supply of medical help is prac-
tically confined to that afforded by the
few medical studeata among, the exiles
who are permitted to.help the sufferers.
In Naryim is-a small hospital with ten
beds, but it is in so awful a condition
that an army officer who had gone there
fled in despair after a few days, unable
to endure the filth. Escape from this hell
is almost impossible. Those who attempt

‘ e
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“THE FIRST
A Police Haul in Warsaw.

it, even if they succeed in eluding the
police, almost invariably die of hunger
or cold.

Visitors to Siberia are permitted to see
cnly the show exile settlements to be
found along the new thilroad. The huts
there are decently built of wood, the in-
habitants well clothed and well fed. They
make a brave show going off in their
sledges on a holiday, their horses tearing
over the snow, and sun bright, the wind
calmed. This is the bright side of the
Siberian  picture—the picture  which
officials delight in showing to distinguished
tourists. And within a few hundred versts
of some of them lies the awful swamp
where the exiles pray for death.

Even in conservative Russia, the way of
drafting the Siberian convoys has greatly
changed. There was a time when the
(Czar’s dangerous subjects made the journey
on foot, guarded by Cossacks who beat
them unmercifully. Men and women were
made to walk 2,000 miles and more. Some
were sent as far as the river Amur by the
Manchurian frontier. How they survived
the hardships of such a journey must be
mystery. They were thrown into dungeons,
starved, flogged and exposed to Siberian
frosts without warm clothing. Yet some
of them were dragged all the way back
again and perished in Moscow at the
stake. : o

Later on sledges were used. They were
shaped like barrels and covered with hides.
Mounted Cossacks escorted these convoys,
which contained some of Russia’s noblest

STEP TO SIBERIA."
*‘Suspects’’ Being Marched Off to the Citadel for *‘Trial””

men and women. Many died on the way:
others lived to work in the mines, and
existed for years, in spite of blindness,
disease and the warders’ knouts. WWhen
railways were built the journey was made
in trains as far as possible, then on foot
or in sledges.

Since the railway was opened the greater
part of the journey to Siberia is done by
train, and in out-of-the-way stations it is
rot unusual to see among the freight trains
a wagon which differs from the rest in
that it has small, heavy barred windows.
Sometimes a listless face, perhaps a child's,
will be peeping out. The wagon contains
eviles on their way to Moscow, where
they will join one of the special “exile”
trains which now run regularly to Siberia
—that is if the word “run” can be used
for anything so slow. These trains are
a new departure, and were started because
the number of exiles has grown to such
an extent within the last year that the
old way of sending them with ordinary
freight trains was found impracticable.

The scenes at the little stations where
the people begin their journey are so
heartbreaking that even the stolid military
escorts, who have orders to suppress |
undue expression of grief in their charges, |
are sometimes moved to tears. But as|
the days and nights pass the exiles lose
the capacity for grief. They settle down
into a dull despair which is written on
the faces of those who look listlessly from
behind the bars.

Not all of them go to Siberia. Some are
drafted off to the provinces of Archangel
and Vologda. Here, though the winters
are severe, they have some chance of
getting work. But even in these ‘‘favored
districts” life is full of hardships. Xach
adult is allowed about $1.12 per month.
Half of this goes in rent. F¥ood is as
dear as in Russian towns and scarcer.
Many exiles arrive there without boots
or overcoats—months spent in the prisons
have bereft them of these little luxuries,
which have ‘been exchanged for food or
that much prized solace—cigarettes.

Of late many inhabitants of the Naryim
region have made desperate efforts to run
away. Sometimes their bodies are found
on the marshes. They had started with
the wild idea of walking to the nearest
town, eluding the police and tramping a
thousand miles or so to Europe.

The Government says that such suffering
will put a stop to the anarchy which reigns
in Russia. Czars and courtiers have said
so for four "centuries. Russia's history
mocks them—daily events mock them, too.
As the exile trains take their human
freights to Siberia, other trains continue
to bring in arms and ammunition. Hun-
dreds of thousands of rifles and tons of
explosives are hidden in Russia at this
moment. The police never will confiscate
a fraction of them. Kvery newspaper
tells tales of violence. Who can wonder?
The sufferings of the Siberian exiles are
being avenged.

B. C. BASKERVILLE.

WLLCOX PANC
VTN FEARED
BLIDNESS, TOO

'D. & H. President, Who Ended Life,
Took Harriman’s Advice, Losing .
All in U, P,, Wall Street ;

Says.

'FRIENDS EMBARRASSED, .,
HE COULD GET NO HELP

Fear Preyed on His Mind, as
Once it Did on Russell Sage,
Who Nearly Went Mad.

(New York World.)

Dread of losing his sight and worry
pver the loss of his fortune in the rich
suan’s panic of March 14 were the rea-
sons eccepted yesterday in Wall street

for the suicide of David Willeox, former-|

Jy president of the Delaware and Hudsong

Railroad, on the steamebhip Barbarossa last
AVadnesday. Both the impairsnent of |
wision, which had reached almost total;
blindness :n one eye 2nd threatened the.
other, and the wiping out of his forfune.
fa stocks were news to most of My, Wili-
enx’s friends.

No ‘onc probably outside of Edward
Henry Harriman knows how hard Mr.
Willcox was hit in the panic, and Mr.
Harriman 1sn't telling. Wall street learn-
ed that Mr. Willeox followed his friend
Harrmman with implicit confidence and
continued to buy Union Pacific after it
reached 196 and held his Delaware and
1{udson stock while it was above 225. The!
best informed men in the street under-
gtood that Mr. Willecox used his D. and 1.
tioldings, which he had - paid for, to mar-
gin his Union Pacific speculations and
when the crash came he lost not only his
paper profits but his original fortune.

Few men had more stanch and influ-
ential friends, and any one ignorant of
the extent of the havoc wrought in rich
men’s fortunes would ask why David
Wilicox didn’t get assistance to save him-
geif, He was in the same position as
scores of other rich men who hoisted |
signals of distress only to find their friends
busy bailing their own boats. Hardly a
millionaire was not pressed to save him-
sell let alone help others,

Mr. Willcox, who had been in poor
health for several months, went to Ku-
rope before he resigned as president of the
Delaware and Hudson, which post he had
field four years. He owed his promotion
irom counsel to president to Mr. Harri-

man. They ‘were known as intimate
: but in I s i 577 minutes to
iricuds, ut m a popular .l\)ll‘Lp,IUT\"O h a tubful of
therr characters: were antitheses.  Will-: . : Ao hes by hand
| i t
cox was open and approachable and the e B oicggwci the
Street regarded him as onc of the old-! q w Cen
tashioned type of honest business  auen. | W ing chine
" i 3. LS ke gy NS
Phose famibiar with his wental processes | e rubbiz o Lreping, e
gy he knew less of the trickery ot aod r ning, di . Suaply
v % B ) 1 v
ern business than any, othes palioid presi- i 1 Qe vl £l offiiot, soapy water
J i it RAS loWaes, tu tirze handle, and
dent. 7 : L | the QNEW CNETURNY " does, all the
“David  Witicos sd 6 Wil stpeet worlki. o v
Dt R e s i = | le sen ook about this
tlnan_h‘\_\.:urdia){ I\L\(: i\nunn.igl_s )p&x]mlt.. pew wailto wash fths. It's free.
edv his road to resort to (,\(u}c_ the law. i The Dowswell Jifg. Co., Limited
In his writings on financial subjects there | Hamilton, Canada

Wes o ring of bouesty born of the man's’
\

own ignorance of commercial dishonesty.
I know that the disclosures in the busi-
ness world in the last year caused him to
brood. What part they had in causing
him to lay down his office no one probab-
ly knows, but I believe grief over the
wrongs he found himself helpless to right
had a large part to do with undermining
his health. Had that not been broken,
David Willcox never would have been dis-
couraged by the loss of his fortune. When
he lost his money he lost his confidence
in some of his friends.”

A story of Russell Sage’s fear of fin-
ancial ruin that for a time, when.he was
hit by adversity in 1884, threatened to dis-
troy his reason was told yesterday in

! Wall street, exemplifying how fear some-

times preys upon the minds of rich men.
Word reached a close friend that “Uncle
Russell” was worried to the point of dis-
traction. It was evident, his family said,
that something must be done to prevent
his losing his mind. One of the great
financiers of that day, since deceased,
went to the old man almost incoherently
proclaiming that he must have $1,000,000
or he would be ruined, and that no one
would lend him a cent. The financier as-

:sured dage that he would procure the

{oan and made an appointment to go
down to business with him the next
morning. The next morning Sage’s per-
turbation was as great as ever. He hast-
ened inside his private office and locked
the door.

“Don’t let' them' come in, they will
mob me,” the old man cried to the two
friends who accompanitd him. They per-
suaded him that at least three of his
creditors could be admitted to the out-
side office at a time, as three men could
not make a mob. .

Sage's fraind negotiated a loan o
200,000 poonds sterling from Kidder, Pea-
body Co. on securities put up by Sage, who
thanked his {riend profusely and said that
would -ide him over. *“Uncle Russell”
then becarae Tational as ever he was.

Within a few days the friendly finan-
cier learmed that on the, night Sage was
in terror of ruin and was declaring he
had no ready cash his actual balances
were §3,000,000. His heavy ldsses
simply preyed on his mind until he im-

=

agined dangers that did not exist.

Several months ago Mr. Willcox deeded
to the Audubon Society his life interest
in $100,000 left him by his brother Al-
bert. His friends believe this indicated
he had no thought of serious financial
loss. The body was taken charge of yes-
terday by relatives and friends when the
Barbarossa came to her pier. W. G. Will-
cox said his brother was very hopeful of
recovering his health when he went to
Southern Italy and that his letters were
reassuring to his friends.

N\ O, m WASHES

had |

! kiew the club was a party organization;

Saved Half the Steamer

SEZVBRE Y TEE SIEDRSEZP “SIEIC - TRAVCATED FPARZ &
70 SCOTEATETBY

Most of the Suevic, which was wrecked on the' Knglish coast last month was saved.
dynamite cartridges in her sides, and the greater part, having been
The other part of the vessel

parte by explosions of

to Southampton, where it is- drydocked, to have an end added.

bits by the waves in the place where she
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LL REPORT OF
LAURIERS SPEECH

Just What Sir Wilfrid Said at
the Great London
Banquet |

CANADA’S LOYALTY

Will Stick to the Empire No Matter
What Britain’s Fiscal Policy May Be
—How We Stand With the United
States.

The following is the TLondon Times’
summary of the speech delivered by Sir
Wilfrid Laurier at the banquet given by
the 1900 Club in London, in honor of the
colonial premiers:

Sir Wilfrid Laurier,
cheered on rising, said:

His first duty and his pleasure was to
testify to his appreciation of the manner
in which the toast had been presented by
the chairman and the height of elevation
to which he had lifted it. The chairman
told them that this club, of which they
were now the guests, was a party organiza-
tion. When he accepted the invitation he

who was loudly |

bat that fact was no deterrent. He was a |

party man himself. (Hear, hear.) In the
cosntry from which he came he had de
voted something like thirty years of his
iite to-the party to which he belonged; he
Liad given it the best of his heart and
the best of his soul, and he intended to
do so so long as God gave him life and
health, (Cheers.) They were governed

struck.

British
British institutions had been carried on
upon party lines. Ife did not mean to say
that this system was without imperfec-
tions, but history told them that, after all,
of all the modes of government invented

in Canada by

by men this was by far the best. But
when Canadians came to England they
knew no parties, they were the guests of
the nation, and when they spoke, if they
spoke at all, they endeavored to speak to
the British people. For his part, he was
a plain man, dealing in plain matters and

H.AD THIRTY-TWO

QILS

constipa-
i cause, some
foon become
system may

cers, festering

Pimpl
sores, alf ashes or some
serious af blood disease

@nedicine on the

Mr. Ernest B. Tuppgpr, Round Hili,
N.S.,says: “I think Bi dock Blood Bit-
ters a great medicine fo
0 bad I éould not workd I had thirty-two
on my back at one time.§ I used only two
hottles of B.B.B. and théy completely cur-
ed me. I cannot recommend it too highly.”
Price $1.00 per bottle or 6 bostles for $6. 00.
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The vessel was cut in two
made watertight, was towed
will probably be battered to

He give his
thoughts that evening straight from his

heart, hoping that they would meet with
a response in their hearts, hoping still
more that, if he failed to meet their judg-
ment, they would at all events give him
credit for the honest expression of honest
thought. 1

Since he had been in England he had
been endeavoring to gather the trend of
public opinion in this country in so far as
the imperial conference in which they
were engaged was concerned, and of all the
subjects with which that conference would
have to deal—military defence of the em-
pire, the constitution of the imperial con-
ference, and preferential trade—of all those
questions, the one which, so far as he had
been able to gather the opinion of this
country, at this moment engaged the
largest portion of the public thought was
preferential trade. (Cheers.) He hoped
his friends, Mr. Deakin, -Sir Joseph Ward,
and the other guests assembled at that
board would not begrudge him the honor
he claimed for his own country in bring-
ing this question of preference hetween
England and her colonies within the range
of practical politics. When ten years ago
the present administration which had in
its hands the destinies of Canada came in-
to oftice, the cardinal feature of their first
budg>t brought in in 1897 was the tariff
preference which they gave at once to the
mother country. (Cheers.) It was not a
very large one. It was a preference of
fifteen per cent. given to all the products
coming into Canada from the mother
country. Two years afterwards that pre-
ference of fifteen per cent. they extended
{o twenty-five per cent.; and two years
afterwards, again, that preference of
twenty-five per cent. they extended to
thirty-three and one-third per cent.

This vear, after ten years of that poliey,
revising again their tariff, they had with-
in the past three months once more made
preference the cardinal feature of their
policy. (Cheers). All this they did with-
out any consultation with the home gov-
erimment: all this they did of their own
accord; all this they did because they
thought it was good and sound poiicy.
They dil not ask any return for it. They
did not claim any for it,
but at the same time they declaved ihat,
if it o pleased the British people to micet

ol

in plain speech. should

compensation

them on that policy and to grant thcm

preference for praference, they were 1t wdy,

to meet the British people with conces-
(Loud cheers). That |
other was made ten years ago. [t stood |
today as it had stood ten years ago. It
was for the British p2ople to say whether
they would accept it, or whether they
would not, accept it. (Cheers.) It is for
the British people to determine whether
it 'be or be not in their own interests.
The people of Canada did not come here
as suppliants; they did not come here to
ask for anything for their benefit; they
asked the British people simply to con-
sider whether such a policy would be in
the interests of the British peéple. 1f the
British people came to the conclusion that
it would not be in their own interests,
then Canada wanted none of it. (Hear,
hear.) Like Mr. Balfour, he believed in
large empires, but the British empires
could rest upon no foundation but upon
the foundation that every part of it
which had a parliament to deal with its
own destinies must do the best it could
for its own people. They did the same
in Canada. He had read in some news-
papers here that unless the British peo-
ple gave a preference to Canada, unless
there was mutuality of preference, that
they in Canada were prepared to desert
the British policy and to scek markets in
the United States. That statement had
no shadow of foundation. Their relations
with the great American republic were
parhaps more friendly at this moment
than they MWad ever been; they had no
sentiments but of affection and admira-
tion for their great neighbors, but the
Americans knew where Canadians were,
and they kn:w where the Americans were.
There were many, things on which their
relations with their neighbors might be
improved; there were many things upon
which they could exchange concession for
concession with thezir neighbors, but their
veighbors were well awarc that whenever
it came to a matter of competition in
(anadian markets between products of the
United States and products of Great Brit-
ain their choice was made—they stood by
the old mother country. (Checrs).

That policy they had maintained and
proclaimed in the face of the world and
in the knowledge of their neighbors who
had accepted it. Their policy of giving a
prefersnce to Great Britain only went
back tén years, but it was years and years
that they had endeavored to direct their
trade towards the channels of the great
motherland. They had been fighting
against nature and against geography. 1f
they- had allowed nature and geography
to prevail,“their trade would have flowed
north and south of them, but they had
built railways, dug canals and equipped
their harbors in order to have their trade
flowing, not north and south, but east and
west. (Cheers). For this purpose they
had expended hundreds of millions of dol-
lars. For this purpose they were prepared
to, and they would, spend hundreds of
millions. 1f preference for preference
were mot given, however, their loyalty
would remain the same. The courageous
ancient (Gauls were afraid of only one
thing, and that was of the canopy of
llcaven falling. Those who entertain a
doubt of the loyalty of Canada might just
as well fear the fall of the blue vault of
Heaven. (Cheers). The future of the
British empire was absolutely sccure so

sion for concession.

men in Rhode Island is Mrs. John R. Hi

SCHOONER MNNA
LIKELY TOTAL L0SS

Ashore Near West Quoddy,.
(Me.) and Full of Water.

A telephone message from Lubec (Me.)
was received by J. Splane & Co, Tues-
day afternoon from Capt. John Ierngan,
master of the schooner Anna, stating that
his vessel was ashore on the rocks at
West Quoddy, near that place, and that,
ghe was full of water and would probably
be a total wreck.

The vessel went ashore probably Mon-
day night or early Tuesday morning dug-
ing the thick fog and heavy blow which
is now on along the Atlantic coast.

The schooner was on the voyage from
Philadelphia to Calais with a cargo of
bard coal. She is owned by Splane Bros.,
of Boston, and J. Splane & Co. are her,
agents here. She was built at Stony Brook, |
New York, in 1874, and registered 407 |
tons.

(aptain Kerrigan has had a rough time’
of it ever since he left this port with the
Anna for Philadelphia with 'a cargo of
laths. On March 12 the vessel put into
Vineyard Haven, having experienced a
heavy northerly gale off Cape Cod on the
night of March 10, during which she tore
foresail and a portion of her deckload of
laths (about 100,000) was washed over-
board and lost. While lying at Vineyard
Haven on March 13 in a southerly gale
she lost the starboard anchor and chain,
but recovered them the following day and
proceeded.

Much sympathy is felt for Captain Ker-
rigan over the loss of his wessel. He is
a native of this city.

Pastor for Liorneville.

Rev. C. G. Townsend, of this years

graduating class at Pine Hill Presbyterian

College, Halifax, will take charge of the
Lorneville Presbyterian church, and will
assume the pastorate in June. He is a.
native of Prince Edward Island. et

Rev. Mr. Firth, who had been invited
to the Lorneville church and who intend-
ed accepting, has been assigned to a mis-
sion in Trinidad by the Ioreign Missionary
Society.

One of the most successful business w

ilton, of Providence. She is a florist
to have gained both health

profit among her flowers.

long as it rested upon the complete and

untrammelled autonomy of all its com-:

ponent parts. (Loud cheers).

thur K. Saunders, of Beverly.

cleverest stunt is
using a telephone.

an imitation of a persoun
She knows mest of the

nuwmbers ordiuarily called up by members of !

the “~ucehnid

|
Kato, a trick parrot. owned by AMrs. Av- B
has laid two |
eggs a year for the last ten years. The bird's |
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