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TURKS PREPARE FOR SEGE OF BAGDAD;
GERMAN ATTACKS IN THE WEST FUTILE

mmmmmmm "'TBBHT-TlÈOI
IN FIGHTING 

AT DVINSK

1

NÛNE0F
HUNS UNABLE TO 

MAKE HEADWAY 
AROUND VERDUN

VENIZRATTACK AGAINST LINE 
HELD BY CANADIANS WAS

MOST FURIOUS IN MONTHS LOST
roraUMY

Fierce Attacks Launched in Vaux-Douaumont 
Region Proved Futile—French Counter-At
tacks Rob Them of Whatever Gains They 

Made.

[Position They ^Wcte Defending at St. Eloi 

Was Most Difficult to Held, but They Stood 
Ground Splendidly Until Order Given to 

Wounded Arrive in London.

Demonstration» in* His
Bode Trouble for the Pres
ent Govemmeetin Athens.

Russian Military Experts, 
However, View the Situa

tion with Complacency.

Honornew mum
Retire

The text of the statement follows:
"North of the Aisne our artillery 

took trader its fire a strong German 
column which was moving along the 
highway called the Chemin Des Dames. 
The well directed fire caused serious 
losses to the enemy.

"In the Argonne our artillery was 
very active against the whole enemy 
front.

"West of the Meuse there was quite 
an intense bombardment during the 
course of the day against our front ex
tending from Le Mort Homme to 
Cumieree, but no infantry action.

“Blast of the Meuse,, after a very 
violent t artillery preparation which 
was completed by an intense dis
charge of lacrymosal shells, the Ger
mans, about four o'clock, launched a 
strong attack against our trenches be
tween Douaumont and Vaux. The 
enemy, who had gained a footing in 
some of the advanced sections of our 
lines, was driven out a little later by 
a counter-attack by our troops, in the 
course of which about one hundred un
wounded German prisoners, including 
an officer, were taken.

"In the Woevre artillery actions oc
curred in the sectors of Moulainville, 
Ronvaux and Chatillon. Northeast of 
St. Mlhlel our long range guns suc
cessfully cannonaded a waiting train 
to the north of the Heudlcourt sta
tion.

"There was no occurrence of Impor
tance on the rest of the front

"Last night one of our aerial squad
rons dropped 27 and 21 shells, respec
tively, on the stations at Nantillois 
and Brieulles. The same squadron 
covered with projectiles the emplace
ment of a 380 gun which was firing at 
long range.

The Belgian official communication 
says:

“The artillery activity was compara
tively feeble."

Berlin Says Corfu Infected with 
Cholera.

The armies of the Gefman Grown 
Prince around Verdun are still vigor
ously on the offensive against the
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"The position was -a most difficult 
to hold, and of no vital import 

After standing shell fire for 
time the Canadians were order-

Toronto, April 11—The Toronto 
(Evening* Telegram has the following 
tonight from its Ixmdoru correspon
dent, Douglas 8. Robertson.

"A number of wounded 
-have Just arrived in Bln gland from 
the Canadian front, where, at St. Eloi, 
they had sharp fighting.

“After a terrific concentrated bom
bardment, the enemy attacked and 
managed* to dislodge the troops from 

four Canadian battalions which 
holding

Will Remove Railway Legists 
tien from Sphere of Active 
Politics—Hon. Mr. Meighen 

Explains its Merits.

French.
Having delivered àn attack along 

from Le Mort Homme to
ed to retire a short distance.

“Notwithstanding that the enemy 
attack was the fiercest in many 
months, the Canadians stood their 
ground splendidly and soon 
firmly entrenched close by.

“Our artillery sustained its reputa
tion ami ably supported, the infantry. 
The Germans suffered severely from 
our shelling.

Surprise Attack Upset German 
Staff’s Calculations and Pre
vented Transfer of Men to 
the Verdun Front

soldiers the lime
Cumieres, which netted them a few 
small portions of French trenches on 
the east of Lp Mort Homm<x the Gsr 
___ commanders rested their in
fantry here; but in the region ol 
Douaumont-Vaux, northeast of Verdun, 
threw their men in large numbers 
against thp French trenches.

Here again they met with success, 
but only for a short period of time, 
for the French, in a counterattack, 
drove the Invaders from advanced 
sections of trenches thiey had cap
tured'and in the operations took about 
one hundred German prisoners.

While the Douaumont-Vaux attack

Ell OEPBBT 
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Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, April 11.—The new govern

ment railway legislation has created 
a profound impression upon parlia
ment. It has the effect of giving the 
board of railway commissioners the 
power to authorize or disallow railway 
construction, in that if a company 
wants to build a certain railway it will 
have to have the approval of the rail
way board as to the proposed location.

It is a bold move. To a large ex
tent it will remove railway legisla
tion, one of the banes of parliament, 
from the sphere of active politics.

Hon. Arthur Meighen explained 
to the House today the chief merits 
of the measure. He pointed out that 
the board would have the right to 
say what the general location of a rail-

some 
had been
mines had been exploded by engineers 
about two weeks ago against the Ger- 

position. and which were taken

the craters where more difficult post- 
line to hold than that 

the Canadians of

“There was no 
tion ont the 
which was held by 
the Y pres salient."

Petnograd, via London, April 11, 
10.45 p. m.—The fighting north and 
south of Dvinsk ie being waged fierce
ly, but still without decisive advan
tage to either side.

Military opinion here is inclined to 
view the situation with the greatest 
complacency, since the main object of 
Russia's surprise attack on Field Mar
shal Von Hlndenburg's Dvinsk posi
tion—to create a diversion while the 
German attack on Verdun was in pro
gress—is regarded as having been ful
filled.

The necessity of defending their 
Dvinsk positions is said to have up
set the calculations of the German 
general staff, who had counted on a 
period of quiet along the Russian front 
to enable them to transfer troops to 
engage in the campaign against the 
French. The unexpected pressure .by 
the Russians, which made consider
able headway against the German 
armies at Jacobstadt, Postavy and 
Lake Narocz, according to the pre
vailing view here, not only forced 
Von Hlndenburg to use all his avail
able forces, including the reserves, on 
this front, but necessitated the bring* 
ing up A>f fresh troops destined tot 
Verdun, to prevent the possibility of 
being compelled to abandon the whole 
Dvinsk' line.

The operations of the Russian Cau« 
caslan army, which are fighting thetf 
way to Treblzond,' Erzlnjan and Meso
potamia have entered upon a new 
phase, In which Turkish resistance Is 
no longer a negligible factor. By & 
careful regrouping of their forces the 
Turks are now opposing the three 
main lines of the Russian advance 
with solid organization, which gives 
way only after most stubborn fight
ing.

man
by British troops.
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way should be. This will prevent the 
duplication of rally** g*d British Vest*,
the paralleling of railways where this

was in progress, the Germans had not 
forgotten the llnpe between Le Mort 
Homme and Cumieres, and covered 
the entire region with an intense ar
tillery fire, probably preparing for 
another attack by Infantry.

JUong tins remainder of the front 
in France and Belgium there were 
only artillery bombardments. In one 
of these—north of the Aisne—thê 
French guns caused serious losses 
to a strong German column on the 
march.

In the Russian theatre an attempt 
by the Germans to take the offensive 
in the region of th,e Ikskull bridgehead 
was stopped by the Russians. The 
big guns of both sides have been busy 
at various points elsewhere along the 
front.

is unnecessary. Hitherto the board 
has had the right to deal with details 
only, and unless the board is given 
the right of rejection it would be use
less to give It the right to fix a gen
eral route.

There was some desultory talk by 
the Liberals today over what they 
described the surrendering of the 
rights of parliament to this body, but 
the solicitor general easily disposed 
of these objections by pointing out 
that parliament could not abrogate its 
powers. A railway board or no other 
body, he said, could over-ride parlia
ment. Parliament could at any time 
withdraw these powers from the board 
should it desire to do so.

Another point which Mr. Meighen 
emphasized is that the railway board 
will be in a better position than a par
liamentary committee to save money.

Sti^dy, April 12—The German Em- 
jjjlor Us at Potsdam, recovering from 

shock as the result of the

Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, April 11.—As indicated a 

few days ago parliament will not pro
rogue before Easter, and it will prob
ably be the end of May before the 
business of the session has been com
pleted. The House will adjourn next 
Wednesday until the following Tues
day for Easter.

New York, April 11.—Clarence Hud
son, who under the name of Ernest 
Schiller, took possession of the British 
ship iMatotupo at aea, was held for re
moval to Delaware by United States 
Commissioner Houghton today, to ans
wer to $ charge of piracy. His bail of 
326,000 was continued. His counsel 
declared he would seek a writ of ha
beas corpus to prevent his client’s re
moval

Counsel for Clarence Hudson, alias 
Ernest Schiller, who "captured” the 
British freighter Matoppo at sea, de
cided late today not to resist his cli
ent’s removal to Delaware to answer 
to a charge of piracy. The decision 
was based upon tihri discovery that 
there were grounds upon which Hud
son could be deported to England, 
where he might be hanged for his ex
ploit

After Hudson’s counsel had aban
doned his plan of seeking a writ of 
habeas corpus, Judge Leonard Hand 
signed a warrant upon which the Ger
man sympathizer will be taken to 
Delaware tomorrow.

nervous
explosion of a shell at Verdun which 
destroyed the Imperial motor car and 
killed several officers, says a Rome 
despatch to the Dally Telegraph, quot
ing Swiss reports.

Ehnperor William was unhurt, the 
-despatch adds. _ _______ Russians Still Gaining Around Erzerum

Petrograd reports that th<e Russians 
are continuing to gain ground against 
the Turks in the region of Erzerum. 
Unofficial advices are to the effect 
thkt the Turks have regrouped their 
forces and are now resisting stub
bornly the three Russian main lines 
of advance into their territory.

The Austrians, between the Adtte 
and Sugana Valley, have brought into 
the campaign artillery which is de
scribed by Rome as new and very 
powerful. The Italian guns, however, 
have replied effectively to their fire. 
No infantry attacks are reported In 
this theatre of the war.

Germany and Roumanie have enter
ed into a compact for the free expor
tation from one country to the other 
of home products for their own needs. 
War material is expected from the 
agreement.

The German ne ply to the inquiry ol 
the American government respecting 
the disaster to the channel steamer 
Sussex is now in the hands of the 
American ambassador at Berlin for 
transmission to Washington. Ger
many denies all responsibility.

British Held Three of Five Craters.
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RESOLUTION III SEMITE 
ASKING LEAVE TO MIKE 

CHINEE 10 DM ICT
CIOIDiS “FISH-MONGER 
- GENERAL" 100 HIS

Berlin, via wireless to Sayville, Apr. 
11.—A report received from Athens is 
to the effect that the Greek govern
ment has refused the request of the 
Entente Powers for permission for the 
passage of troops through Greek terri
tory from Corfu to Salonlki, /saying 
that Corfu Is infected with cholera, ac
cording to the Overseas News Agency.

TRAINED FISH "MME" MAKING FOR SOUTHAMPTON.
* Ottawa. April 11.—Senator Cloran 

gave notice in the senate tonight of a 
resolution asking leave of the im
perial parliament to amend the British 
North American Act so as to provide 
that when the senate rejects, at two 
consecutive sessions of parliament, 
legislation having its origin in the 
House of Commons, the House of Com
mons, at the ensuing session will have 
power to adopt or pass such measure 
without further reference to the sen-

According to estimates by Russian 
officers, the Turkish forces have at 
least been doubled by reinforcement» 
from European Turkey, the greater 
part of which are concentrated near 
Erzlnjan. which, despite the impor
tance of Treblzond and the Persian 
operations, is a region of the greatest 
value to the Turks, since it stands in 
the way of the main Caucasian armies, 
whose ultimate aim is to sweep west
ward toward Constantinople.

Ixmdon, April 11.—The Dutch steam
er Etemdijk, which sailed from Balti
more March 18, for Rotterdam, has 
been taken in tow Into Southampton, 
damaged, where she is discharging 
her cargo. The steamer reported 
last FYiday off the Isle of Wight that 
she had been damaged; but that her 
crew was safe.

Ottawa, April 11— Canada's "fish 
monger-general” and his trained fish, 
"Maggie” entertained a laughing house 
for five minutes at the opening of to
day’s tilting of parliament. The fish 
monger-general, is Major “Hughie” 
Green, a wag of a Scot, wjio 
was sent over to England last Janu
ary by Major-General Sir Sam Hughes 
tRu>rganize the supply of a Canadian 
fish ration fo^j the troops at the fro^t. 
Major Green does things in a some
what original way, not usual to the 
red tape of military discipline or gov
ernmental advertising .

When the House met today, E. B. 
Devlin produced a copy of the Lon
don “Star’’ of last month, containing 
a picture of Major ‘Hughie,’’ who w is 
labelled “Canada’s fish monger-gener
al," and who held up in his hand a 
l^rge glass vase in which a fish was 
swimming.

Mr. Devlin in mock seriousness ask 
ed the acting minister of militia it 
he had seen this advertisement; if the 
government was paying for it, and if 
lie kmew anything about the trained 
fish called “Maggie.” #

Mr. Kemp said he had never heard 
before of a fish called “Maggie.” He 
explained that the militia department 
had sent Major Green over to Eng
land, where fish were now high pric
ed, to see if the Canadian troo is 
would like to eat Canadian fish, and 
also if a good stroke of business 
might be done for Canadians in intro
ducing Canadian fish into Ihe British 
market. Mr. Kemp understood that 
thg experiment was working well, 
w After scrutinizing the photograph 
Id the Star, Mr. Kemp seriously call
ed attention to the fact that although 
there was a vase with a fish in it, in 
the photograph there was nothing 
about Maggie. Mr. Devlin asked the 
minister if he did not see clearly the 
fish In the vase. Mr. Kemp admitted 
that he saw the fish. “Well, then, 
the name of that fish Is "Maggie," de
layed Mr. DevMn. The House roared.

Exchange of Home Products.

Berlin, via wireless to Sayville, Apr. 
11.—The German secretary for foreign 
affairs and the Roumanian minister in 
Berlin, on April 7, signed a convention 
between Germany and Roumanda by 
which both governments declare \heir 
readiness to allow free exportation of 
home products, so far as their own 
needs permit, and with the exception 
of .war material.

The system of special export per
missions and of return services is 
abolished. Both governments agree 
further to allow the free transit of 
wares from other country.

The aim of .the convention is to re
establish dommercial relations on their 
former baste.

Washington, A&rll tl—Ratification 
by the Nicaraguan congress of the 
treaty by which the United States ac
quires for $3,000,000 canal route rights 
and a coaling station on Fonseca Bay. 
was announced in a despatch received 
here late today from Managua by 
General Oh am or o, the Nicaraguan 
minister. The treaty already has been 
ratified by the United States senate.

HALIFAX GRIT CANDIDATES.
Halifax, April 11—The Liberals of 

Halifax city and county in convention 
tonight nominated the following can* 
didates for the coming provincial 
elections:

Henry G. Bauld, John L. Connelly, 
John 13. Douglas, Hon. Geo. E. Faulk
ner and Robert E. Finn.

ate.
•Senator Ckxran's resolution was re 

ceived with applause.
The government measure appropriat

ing $5.0,000,000 for immediate use in 
carrying on the war was given a sec
ond reading without discussion.

This Amount Spent in Cash 
for 'Subsidies and on Con
struction of Government 
Railways in Past Four Years

London, April 12 (12.21 ». m.)— 
“Grenade fighting in the crater east of 
St. Eloi has continued with varying 
fortune,” says the British official 
statement issued last night. “We 
hold three craters, but not the other 
two.HURRY ALONG WITH YOUR MONEY

THE BOYS NEED A BAND
New York, April 11—Federal offlo*. 

tels said tonight they expected to ar* 
rest here tomorrow five men against 
whom warrants were returned by 9 • 
federal grand jury at Syracuse for al
leged' complicity in obtaining the W11- 
lard-Johneon fight pictures by use ofr 
a photographic process at a point oa 
die border between the United States * 
and. Canada.

British Attack With Hand Grenades.

Berlin, April 11, via London—Brit
ish troops made a strong attack last 
night after an intensified artillery 
preparation against the German posi
tions south of St. Eloi, near Ypres, 
according to the official statement is
sued at army headquarters today. The 
text of the official statement given out 
today at the German army headquart-

"Western theatre: The English, af
ter intensified artillery fire, made a 
strong hand grenade attack last night 
on our position south of St. Eloi. The 
attack broke down before the mine 
craters occupied by us. The position 
is firmly in our hands over its whole 
extent."

“Today the enemy exploded mines 
to the northeast of Vermelles, dam
aging a portion of an old crater, but 
without altering the situation. There 
was considerable artillery activity op
posite Wytschaete, and an Important 
artillery engagement near Souchez 
and east of Ypres.

"During eight air fights yesterday 
our machines drove down one of the 

without sustaining any loss.

Ottawa, April 11.—During the pest 
four years Canada has spent In cash 
for railway subsidies and on the con
struction of government railways, over 
$100,000,000. The railway subsidies 
which have gone into private enter
prises. have totalled a«!title over $30, 
000,000 and of this amount the Cana
dian Northern got away with oyer $20,- 
000,000 to eay nothing of further as
sistance by way of provincial subsidies, 
laud grants, bond guarantees, etc.

In 1911-12 total railway subsidies 
amounted to $859,400; In 1912-13, the 
total warn $4,136,607; in 1013-14 tte 
total amount jumped to $19,036,236; 
in 1914-16 It wae $6,191*07. The Mac- 
Kenzie and Mann lines got $11,292,146 
1er the Canadian Northern Ontario 
roads; *8,004,104 for the Alberta Unes; 
$913,728 for lines in Quebec, and $6,- 
403,736 for the Pacific coast lines. On 
government owned railways during the 
four years, construction account of the 
National Transcontinental called for 
$67,379,660. The Hudson Bay Railway 
took $10*31,166 and the Intercolonial 
betterWbriTs and branch lines took a 
little over $4,000,000.

It has long been a recognized fact that a well 
equipped band fills an important place in the life and 
training of a regiment. The 140th New Brunswick 
Battalion is almost up to strength. It has an excellent 
body of musicians but they lack the instruments. Will 
you help? No contribution is too small to be appréciât-

Yesterday's contributions are herewith acknow-

BERLIN SAYS 81,MO TONS 
Of MERCHANTMEN SUNK 

BY “U” BOATS THIS MONTI

enemy . . .
but one of our aeroplanes was brought 
down by gunfire."

French Report.
Paris. April 11—There was a ces

sation of the German infantry assaults 
to the. west of the Meuse today, al
though the bombardment of the 
French lines between Le Mort Homme 
and Cumieres continued, according to 
the official communication Issued by 
the war office tonight.

A powerful ftftack, however, was de
livered against the French trenches be
tween Douaumont and Vaux, east of 
the Meuse. The Germans at this point 
succeeded in gaining a foothold in 
some
were driven out by s counter-attack.

ed.

Berlin, via London, April 11.— 
The growth in Germany’s submar 
rino warfare is shown, according 
to estimates published here, by the 
fact that 81,000 tons of merchant
men of countries at war with Ger
many have been destroyed since 
April 1, as compared with 20,000 
tons for the month of January, 40,- 
000 tons for February, and 100,000 
tons for March.
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Prepare For Siege of Bagdad.

New York. April 11—An Interna
tional News Service de.patch from 
London today aaya:

"Mohammedan civilians have been 
ordered by the Turldeh war author!- 
tie» to leave Bagdad, aaya a desaptcb 
from Zurich.

"Turkish and German army ofllcers 
have begun to prepare the city to 
withstand a siege."
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