HESTER SCENE
OF CONFLACRATION

KE OUT IN HEART
OF BUSINESS SECTION

ngs Destroyed—Effort to Check
ames—Damage Estimated at
Over $4,000,000.

hest.cr, N. Y, Feb. 26.-The wWorst
gration ‘n the history of Rochester
out 2 few minutes before 5 o’elock
porning in the basement
fter Dry Goods Company’s store
p-166 Main street, East.
according to the night watchman
store, was discovered soon after
e th such rapid-
it by tl.w time an alarm was turn-
he entire front of the sto
The fire department re-

reialized at onee the dangerous
of the fire and turned :

_his t‘me» the fiames had spread to
ilding occupied by the dry goods
Little arrived on the
general alarm sounded, He
that the flames were beyond the
of the local department, and ap-
or more fire apparatus were sent
chiefs of the Buffalo and Syra-

ly five hours later four steamers

from Syracuse, and within an
fter being discovered the fire had
to the big granite building oecu-
v the ‘firm of Sibley, Lindsay &
ind by hundreds of business and

nal Flames -also spread
uildings in the rear of the granite

extreme cold made the fire fight-
ficult and hazardous, as the lad-

aynes was struck on the head

is estimated: between four and
Ilions of dollars, most of whieh
the Sibley, Lindsay & Curr Co.
dle & Sherburne Co., the Roch:
ry Goods Co., and the Walkover

Tl}e loss to the business offices
granite building cannot be. es-
at this' writing. The plans ‘and
s for the mammoth new block
» Sibley, Lindsay & Curr Co. con-
ed building in the spring are de-

T'he plans and estimates were
rchitect’s office in the tenth floor.
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A FATAL FIRE

ABOARD

THE QUEEN

’Frisco Liner Badly deaged---Founeen Liyes
Lost Through Accident Off the

olumbia River.

g

. (8pecial to the Times.)

Port Towasend, Feb. 28.~—After one of “the most

remarkable experiences

mtered by any ship .oft the f‘aciﬁc, the Pacific Coast Steamship Company’s
or Queen arrived at ‘this port shortly after 10 o’clock 'this morning: 3
Lefore she landed, the ‘word rapidly ‘spread about ‘town that the whole
n of the vessel was bumed,~aﬁd when the vésse‘l éame alohgside the dock

]
i

s of people were there to learnthe particulars.

Iriefly, the tale of the disaster is as follows: 4

The Queen was bound-up the coast

This was a few minutes after 4 o’clock yesterday mioraing.

A. 1. Brown, a farmer, who,. with

STEAMER

awakened by the smoke, and he rushed

and had made a poin
f the Columbia river when fire was discovered near the stern of

t some fifty miles
the‘vée‘sg_l.

his family, occupied state room" 46, was

E———

Waiker has' erossed the Atlantie, but has
neyer seen such'a roll as there was at the
time. tlie accident happened early on
-Saturday morning, ~Like others aboard,:
hé has no knowledge of the cause of the
fire.. The only explanations: offered were
thé crossing of electric wires or the re-
sult of a match or cigar stub bsing -ac-
cidently dropped: ;
hé statéroom which Mr. Walker occu-
pied was destroyed, so that he was real-
1y within the “fire zone.” His berth mate
“Wwas ~Mpr.  Steiner,-a brother ‘of Miss
Steiner, who was drowned. - Miss Steiner
occupied the-next stateroom, and awak-
ened Ler brother and Mr. "Walker.

i .She had -been -aroused by Mr. Brown,
of Regina, who had first discovered-the
fire. ~Mr. Walker dressed himself, ad-
justed -his life-preserver and then went
outon deck. This was within "ten min-
utes- after the fire was first discovered.
He was on the weather sjde, so thdt he
ecould ot see. any* fire. It was only a
few -minutes® afterwards that the fire
broke out in its full” fury. :

* The ,arrangements as ‘earried out by
Capt: Cousins “~were excellent.” Three
small boats were“launched with three of
the crew to ‘each of them at the very
start. These were patrol boats, and
kept -cireling around the vessel to be of
service iwrease of any one falling or leap-
ing overboard. 1% :

Fhe Queen was brought to a standstill
Land turned ® the wind, so that advantage
might be taken of it to cut the fire off
from -spreading.: ‘- £
: The engineers worked like Trojans in
- keepinz'‘the pumps geing,  Théy were
afterwards warmly praised by ‘Captain
©ousins for the -admirdble way in which

4 they did their work. "Considcrable trouble

was experienced in keeping the suction
clear of charred embers which were
washed down. ? :

About half-past four the signal was
given by the captain for the launching of
the lifeboats.- At that time if Jooked as
though nothing could save the ship. As
if for drili, the men toek up their posi-

. {.tions for the launching ‘of the boats. Mr.

QUEEN.

his wife and two children to safety on

the deck. He then went to. work to awaken the passengers and crew, smash-

ing in windows as he went.

Jut a few minutes intervened before the ship was alive-with people and -

fire fighting commenced in earnest.

Tle entire aft portion was a mass of dames, and passengers as ‘well as

crew set to work with a will.

It required five hours to entirely quel]bthe fire. ,

In the meantime most of the boats
wonien aboard, some forty or fifty in
As the heroic workers were getting

had been launched; filled with all the.
numwber, .
the better of the flames, Capt. Cousins

Walker says that e noticed. that eévery
boat was carefully examined by officers.
before anything was dene towards letting
her leave the- ship’s side. The plug was
examined; it was noted that oars were in
place; that balers were also there,-and in
“fact that the boat was’ in every respect
absolutely in order, ”

Each boat was manned by the mem-
bers ‘of the erew assigned ‘to it. This,
with the nime men detailed to the patrol
boats “cut off the available fire fighters
considerably; but the neeessity fully justi-
fied it. , :

The women and children were then
called forward to take. their places in
the ‘boats. This was all done with re-
markable = coolness, as was ~everything
Lelse in connection with the accident. In
no small measure was this due-tq the ex-
cellent esample set by Capt. Cousins,
and which served to inspire all others
aboard. That the captain won the es-
teem and confidence ®f all is proved by
the story told by Mr. Walker in connec-
tion with the women leaving the ship.
In many cases the ladies tumed as they
left with a heartfelt “Good-bye, captain.”

; —— e O
there wa¥ t‘tremendons sea rolling. Mr. |

v 1

:order; and the passengers made
‘fortable as possible.

i “The fate of the three waiters who oc-
‘cupied-the glory‘hole was a sad one. The
‘fire. broke out just above above them,

ay”¢om-

Tt was impossible for them to ‘get out ex-
pt through the “dining saloon: -
s T <.
A H. BRO‘}’}(Z'S STATEMENT.
2 tddeirptais
Tells of Giving the Alafm and the Fight
X Witk the Flames.
il

A clear ,descriptmn of ~the e¢ircum-
stances attending ‘the dise¢overy of the
fire, the launching of the boats and the
fight with the flafhes by the crew and
passengers is givefi'by A. H. Browd, who
was the first to ¥aise the alarm.~ In an
interview last® eveming he said:

“I occupied rodi-46, which opens into
the dining-room. »About an hour before
daylight on Sundayimorning I was awak-
ened by the peculiar stifiing atmasphere,
and investigating.. discovered it to be
smoke. We were -then some distance
south of the mouth &f the Columbia river,
and- it was blowing quite-a gale. After

up my two children and rushed to the
deck, followed bysmy wife.

‘Laying the childsen dawn I proeeeded
to give the alarm. At first I went tQ
the -officers’ rooms and roused them all.
In doing this I put my hands through a
pane of glass and-eut it severely. You
must bear in mind ithat it was at this
time quite dark: [The last cabir I went
to was that of the ®aptain, who wasn't
long: in' making his appearance. .

“After the general! alarm had been
given the hose was got out and the
pumps started working. At first the hose
was too short, but it was pieced and af-
terwards did better execution. Previous
~to~this the ecaptaim’ had given orders to
the engineer to turti'the ship reund.. This
was done because.’‘the wind, which was
blowing strongly from the southwest, had
been sending the flames into the ¥essel.
The change of the wvessel had the effect
of Blowing the fire/away.

“When all the water "available was
playing on the flames most of the crew
left, giving the hose-into the hands of
passengers. They- went away to assist
in the launching ef"the boats, the cap-
tain having issued:orders to that effect.
'There were eightboats on .the vessel,
and seven of these were lowered.” As far
as I can recollect four were filled with
women ~and echildren passengers, and
manned by membersiof the crew; while
the other three were! sent out with only
a number of seamen. : The duty.of these

| was ‘apparently to look after the welfare

of the'hoats containiug passengers,’and if
any of:the latter were swamped to pick
up the'occupants. The eighth béat was
not completely lowered. It was putsover
the side of the vessel and secured. - It
was, however, fulliéf passengers; ard
mannetd by several Seamen, so that’if the
flames’ spread not a‘minute wouldhave
been lost im lowering ¥ into the sea. My
wife and I were-ir'ithis boat, and we
were thankful there’ was no necessity to
launch 7it.” S s

Mrs: Brown, who'nvas present -during
the intérview, remarked: “Yes, we Tadies

and cut off their only means of escape. '

making this alarming -discovery T' took,

{ Mirs. Langley also gives a graphie ac-
[count of the manner in which the passen-
gers.-were taken from the lifeboats and

received aboard the ship while a stiff »

tgale was blowing and a
ning..

Séen - this morning in heér home ¢n
South Turner street, Mrs. Langley ap-
péared none the worse for the terribie
experience she passed through.' She
said: :

“It was about 4 ¢'clock on Saturday
morning when the fire occurred. They
said that we were about 30-miles from
land, off the mouth of the Columbia
river. I was in my stateroom with my
little girl when I heard the alarm given.
Getting up from my berth and Iooking
out of the door, I could see the glare of
the fire in the after part of the® ship.
At the time it was very dark outside,
My room was- No. 8§,-on the port side of
the saloon deck, and it was situated well
forward. Realizing partially the. sitna-
tion, ¥ immediately aroused my daughter
and dressed her in all the warm. clofes
I couid put on her. I then dressed my-
self, and in accordance with instructions
given found life preservers in my room
and put one on myself and another on
my little girl. 'All this took but a short
time, As far as I-can recollect it was
the waiters who came to our rooms and
ordered. that all the ladies repair to the
lifeboats. :

lieavy sea run-

my daughter were assisted into a life-
4 boat. hy the ¢hief steward, who seem-
ingly had charge of this work. Oneé of
the sailors, named Swangon, was in
caarge .of the boat.. He was assisted by
two other mep. Swansen was said-te
be a fisherman, and he certainly proved
to be a man of great nerve and excellent
judgment. He was very cool and give
his orders without showing the least ex-
citement. If it was not for him I don’t
‘believe any of us would have been saved.
There. were sixteen in our boat, It ap-
peared heavier loaded- than any of the
others... In lowering it struck the water
beavily ‘and shipped considerable water.
The ship was rolling and it was a diffi- }
cult task to launch the boat safely and |
get it clear of the steamer. Twice tLe
boat crashed against the side of the
steamer and its destruction was threat-
ened. All its passengers, however; act-
ed perfectly calm. Indeed, I heard no
sereawing at any time, and orders given
were carried onut.. The men all stood
agide for the ladies and they were the
first to be placed in tHe boats. - One lady
and two small chikiren were put in a
boat which had been swing out in the
davits but which had not been lowered
because; ‘before there was any necessity
for it ‘being launched, the' fire was got
under ‘egntrol.

“Crur “boat pulled out some distance
from the steamer. At first it did not
seem to us as though the fire could be ex-
tinguished. The blaze was ‘so ;strong
that the whole operations of lowering the
beats could be plainly seen, and I could
distingujsh some of the faces of the pas-
sengers. I could plainly see Captain
Cousins leaning over the railing of the
steamer on the hurricane deck giving or-
ders. He was in his bare feet and had

“Going around to the starboard, I and |

worked admirably, and Mrs. Langley
thinks they eannot be too highly praised.
O

MRS. MONTGOMERY'S STORY.

—_— J 2
Thé Only*Surviver From Boat Number

Six—Swamped by Earge Wave,

The only woman who survived the
foundering of No. 6 boat, Mrs. W. J.
Montgomery, arrived in the city last
evening. There were two women in this

Miss Steiner. The former died from ex-
posure after baving been rescued, and
the latter was drowned. :

. Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery are from
_\\’igtgn, New Zealand.~ They are ~on
their way to Vancouver,: Their state-
room was.very close-to the place where

greatest haste tNat they were forced to
make their cscape. They either slept
too soundly or else were not aroused at
the first alarm being given.

Mrs. Montgomery awakened as a re-
sult of the smoke filling the room. In
their haste they left about $1,200 worth
of jewellery in the roem, which was
Jost. The: story circulated to the~ effect
that the bag containing the jewels was
emptied out.and used to bale with is de-
nied by Mrs. Montgomery, who says
the valuables did not-leave-her room.

No. 6 boat seems either to have been
overloaded or else poorly manned, accord-
ing to the story of Mr. and Mrs. Mont-
gomery. They think there must have
been about fifteen in it. Two children
were at first in the boat, but the father
Lame along and the children were takén
back on beard the steamer. It was an-
nounced that there was room for two
more in consequence of this. Mr. Mont-
gomery, his wife being already in
the hoat, got in, and he thinks that two
waiters followed him.

Jt seemed impossible to get the boat
away from the steamer’s side, and they
are of the impression that perhaps the
boat was stove in. They drifted to the
stern of = the boat.  After ' the boat
swamped they believe they were in the
waterfifteen or twenty . minutes, and
were immediately below the flames, A
Swede assisted in the rescue.  Two oars
lashed together, having apparently never
been separated, were grasped. Mrs.
Montgomery says that she owes her life
to her husband, who clung to her with
one fiand and with the other grasped the
oars. A patrol boat then picked them
up. Mrs. Mentgomery said she saw
Miss Steiner striking out boldly ‘in the
water.

S
NO-CARGO LOST.

T. Burns, of tms city, one of the
Queen’s passengers, says that the vessel
did not lose a ton of freight. The male
passengers, he states, were-not compelled
to remain aboard. They did se volun-
tarily and worked like Trojans to put out
the fire, For five hours it was a casc
of life or death. There was no disorder
at any time, and passengers and crew
were all quiet.

A S

boat besides. herself; Mrs. Adams and }

the fire originated, and it was with the |
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CHRIS. SPENCER VISITS
COMMERCIAL CENTRES

Business Depression in the United King-
dem Attributed to Various Causes
©  —A Quick Trip.

Chris.. Spencer, of the Victeria’s hig

departmental’ store, returned last night
from his regular buying trip to the con-
tinent. Mr. Spencer has been absent
for three months, during which time he
visited all the great manufacturing cen-
tres in Britain, as well as making a trip -
to Paris. In the lafter place he nxade his
purchases for the millinery department,
picking up the latest novelties in ladies’
head-dress for the spring display.
- In.the Old Land Mr. Spencer found
busigess very dull indeed, and a feeling
almost .of depression in  commercial
circles. - Different causes-are assigned for
.this, many attributing it to the reaction
after the war, while others are of the
opinion that the fiscal policy of the Dm-
pire will have to be revised.

On the subject of tariff revision the
tradesmen are curiounsly divided, different
men. placing entirely contrary eonstruc- *
tions on the same set of circumstances,
One wool merchant in Bradford told him
that he had this year sold £50,000 worth -
of. raw weol to German manufacturers,
where he had formerly sold the eombed
article, and in " consequence was ebliged
to lay off scores of workmen.

From a purely business standpoint, the
depression alluded to was an advantage,
as it enabled Mr. Spencer te buy esttons,
which have recently shown such an up-
ward. tendenecy, at the old rate—an un-
expected piece of good luck.

Raw materials are quoted very high,
and ‘there is a stringency in ~money
throughout the United Kingdom. 2

Mr. Spencer visited London; Paris,
Manchester, Bradford, Leeds, Leceister,
Nottingham, éte. - In London he called on
-the agent-general, but unfortunately Mr.
Turner was confined to his house by an
attack of sciatica. His son, howerver,
was in attendanee at the office. Messrg.
H.-Croft and J.- 8. H. Matson had been
at ‘the agent-general’'s. office the day
preceding -Mr. -Spencer’s visit. %

The trip home was made in exception-
"ally fast time. Liverpool was left ex-
i aetly two weeks ago,”and out of that time
a day and a half was spent in New York,

one in Chicago, one in Toronto and one
Iin Montreal. Mr. Spencer came over

from Seattle on the Umatilla last night,
having crossed the ceontinent on the Am-
erican lines,

i

R P

ster, N. Y., Feb. 26.—The. great
started in the heart of the busi-
t «_»f this eity this morning is
ping fiercely. The - weather is
br h;:htip;: the fire, as there is
any wind blowing. Had there
en a moderately high wind, the
say nothing could have prevent-
etition” of the Baltimoreg B¥e “As™
e firemen are battling under ex-
lifficulties, as water mains are
king as they should. The extreine
8 winter has frozen up many of
ns, and-for the past two weeks

ealle! the boats back, and, being manned by expert seamen, all of them but
two Doats succeeded in reaching the steamer.

Two boats were swamped and the .o'ceupqnts drowned.

Three waiters who slept in the glory-hole got out, but in ranning for
safety turned in tha wrong direction and were burned to death.

All the pasengers speak in the-highest terms of the action of the captain :
and Lis .erew, t : i

Heroism was shown all through the terrible experienece.

Marine men who examined the vessel while lying at the dock here, are
amazed that the fire was put out andanyone left to tell the tale.

The entire dihing saloon is gutted, The wood and iron work for 'ﬁtty feet

persuaided the eaptain not to launch our
boat unless it was absolutely necéssary.
It was believe that Ii¢ was influenéed by
the Tact that the fire s¥as at this tifte' be-
ginning t0 appear as if it could'be” got
under eontrol.”” Einde

" Contitmuing, ‘Mr. Br¥éwn said: “I" dis-
tinctly saw one of the small boats swamp,
It never got away frém the side of the
ship, bit'kept dashing dgainst it and
gradually working déwn towards’ the
stern. Finally a waye completely over-
whelmed it, and the decupants weie left *
struggling in the water. Miss Steiner

no coat or waisteoat on.

“Our boat being very deep constantly
shipped -water, and the passengers were
kept bailing constantly. One man named
Jack Perry, who it was said came from,
the north, did splendid work, . .He kept
the -spirits of the passengers up “with his
merry sengs and laughter, and at .the
same time was suffering from eold, being
scantily eclad. There were two young
girls sitting in the stern of our boat and
they also sang and helped to keep up the
spirits of Jack. Jack in a humorous way

THE QUEEN'S CAREER.

The salfiation was returned with an R S
1 SOUTH AFRICAN VETERANS,

affectionate “Good-bye” from _Captain
Coausins, upon whose shoulders rested the
full responsibility for the management of
affairs. ;

Vessel Had Only One Other Serious
Disaster—Execellent Disecipline

Etonait Canadians; Who Fought at Paardeberg

Entertained at Halifax and St.
John,

e b o o

A magnificent steamship is the Queen,
of the Pacific Coast Steamship line.
When she first came to the Pacific she
was known as the Queen of the Pacific,
which name was changed in later years.
No other vessel on the Pacific, excepting
those vessels in trans-Pacific trade, has

{s, when launched, were.told to
k in easy reach of-the ship, pre-
4 pdratory to being recalled if the fire were
subdued. -

The greatest care was taken in Igu—neh-
ing:the boats. They were never dropped
until the opportune time of the swell was
reached. Nothing was dome haphazard,

4 ‘

Halifax, N.S., Feb. 29.—nalifax mem-
bers of H company, who took part in the
engagement at Paardebarg, dined at the
Queen’s hotel on Saturday night, Lieut.
H. B. Stairs presiding.

men have been engaged in thaw-
On account of the
proper apparatus this work has

p’clock Chief Liftle and Commis-
f Public Safety Gilman tele-
to Buffalo and Syracuse for as-

hief of the fire department at
d he believed the fire could be
hin the block exfending from St.
unlessy the wind
hange and set fire to the build-

North streets,

from the stern forward is burned and twisted beyond recognition.
Those who suffered death in the catastrophe are:

MISS

MRS,
ship.

D. B

A. NIELSON, J. NELSON and B,

STEINER, Cleelum, Wn., drowned. <
C. ADAMS, an old lady, died from exposure, after returning to the

NEWBERRY and H. BUCKLEY, passengers, drowned.

F. FRIETAS, deck hands, drowned.

PETER NUHN and M. FLYNN, firemen, drowned.

W. HEINEMAN and RAYMOND,
AL ROMERS, H. DOUGLASS and
death,

waiters, drowned.
A. DONNELLY, waiters, burned to

but-every precaution was taken to pre-
serve the lives of the occupants of the
boats.

All of them were launched safely. < One
did not long survive, never-getting from
the ship’s side.” It drifted round the
stern and was capsized. - All the occu-
pants of it were rescued; with the excep-
tion of Miss Steiner. Mr. Adams, the
old lady who died as a result of exposure,
was upset from this boat. Another beat
“from. which it is believed four of the
crew were lost capsized on the wedther

was the only one I knew whe was drown-
ed from jhe boat. -Mrs. Adamsictwas
picked up, but afterwards died from the
exposure. Mr. and Mrs. ~Montgomery
were alsei;jamong the sirvivors. %
‘After:ave had been Jying to for about
four hours-the flames had been sufficient-
ly subdued to allow the passengers::to
return from the boats*with safely. The
boats were therefore ealled in. Captain
Cousins -using the trumpet then shouted
out: “Have you got the-women? The re-
ply was ‘yes,” and we :gave the boats a

kept telling the passengers that all he
wanted was to get back to his ‘Bedaliah’
in California, ‘Bedaliah’ being the name
of a  popular ballad now sung down
south.

such large passneger accommodation, and
her many other superior advantages as
a passenger liner made her for many
years rank among steamers .the queen
of the Pacific.
Philadelphia and was added to the north-

“Qaur boat was away from the steamer
for about four hours. It did not seem !
| that long, however. We were the last |
to return to the steamer. - In" the mean- |
while two ladies had heen taken out of
our hoat and taken back to the ship.
Their transference proved a risky busi-
ness. It was done to lighten the craft.

{ ern fleet of the Pacific Coast Steamship

Company in 1882, the vessel reaching
Portland from the Atlantic on Septem-
ber 18th, in charge of Capt. Ezekiel
Alexander.

The Queen is 330 feet long, 38 feet 5
inches beam and 20 feet 2 inches depth
of hold. Her registered tonnage is

The ship was built at;

At St. John,

St. John, N.B., ' Feb. 29.—St. John__
members of G company, who fought in
the battle of Paardeburg, were entertain-
ed here at a dinner on Saturday night
by Captain Fred. Jones.

Signor Francolini, of Spoleto, Italy, as-
serts that the little Clitumno river, former-
ly venerated by the I’.ognnns as a holy
i stream, contains radium.

' BORR,

side of the vessel.
The fighting of the fire was continued
withi the greatest energy. Mr. Walker

First a line was passed to gur boat and
this was missed, and then the boats
were faced bow to bow and this way

1e south side of Main sfreet. In
t a-large part of the residential
rould have to go. The fire is re-

hearty cheer.
“I can tell little about those who were
asphyxiated. They were sleeping in.the

4 s : ;
Toish touia 1,697 t?ns, and her engines are 45 and 90 SMITH—At Vancouver, on Feb, 24th
: S by 68 inches. wife of H. V. Smith, of a son, s

The Queen carried one hyndred and forty passengers and seventy-eight of After entering service she was kept FITZMAURIOCE—At Vern

a crew,

» have started in the basement
ochester Drygoods Company., A
mected with the electrical motor
the elevator blew out, and the
ment the flimes were rushing
levator, and the building wrap-

‘elock the fire is burning ﬁétce!y
the fire departmenf are san-
at they can prevent its spread-

re started before many people
the street, but the news soon

S crowding the_, scene of dise
he explosions of dynamite that -
hen used to check the spread of
bs could be heard in all sections
ity, and this noise was supple-

the thunder of crashing walls.
of Public Safedy Gil-
mates the loss at this hour (9
it befween five and six millions.
ssistant Chief Injured,

ter, Feb, 26.—The fire is report-
e started in the basement of the
Company at 4.30.
spread fo the Walkover Shoe
east o1 the [Rochester Drygoods
, and this building is entirely

p Assistant Chief Jacques was
njuréd by a fall.
He was removed to fhe hos- ,

there has been no loss of life,
tuere have been several mir-
scapes from falling walls and

Estimate of Loss.

26.—Insurance men
te the loss at from $4,000,000
)0.

ATTORNEY SHOT.

pfter Committed Suicide By
owing His Brains Qut.

Feb. 26.—Henry L. Schwartz,
& Schwartz, attorneys, was
8 private office in the Marine
o-day, by H. A. Knowles, of
pods firm of Knowles & Gard-
wles, after holding the police
a few moments, turned the
n himself and blew his brains
wartz died-in the Hospital at .

]
ANOTHER ACCOUNT.

Fire Broke Out in Dining Hall—The
Heroie Conductof Ship’s
Company.

. Feb. 28.—Steamer Queen,
Capt. Cousins, took fire from'somé un-
known cause at 4 o’clock on Saturday
morning, 30 miles off Little North ‘Filla-
mook light. Three stewards were burn-
el to death in the glory hole aft, ten
other lives were lost from a lifeboat, and
one woman died from exposure. The
fire was put out after seven hours’ heroic
work on the part of the crew. The-ves-
sel arrived here under her own steam at
5 o'clock this afternoon. She is gutted
aft, the estimated. loss being $40,000.

The fire was diseovered in ;hg'dining
hall aft, where it originated, It spread
rapidly, but the coolnéss of the officers
Drevented a panic. The passengers rush-
ed forward in their nightelothes,

As it appeared that the vessel was
doomed four lifeboats.with the women
and children were launched. One ¢ap-
sized in launching while nearly empty,
drowning four of the crew.. The others
Zot away, but one foundered later in a
lumpy ‘sea, drowning a number of occu-
pants, The boats stood by and later were
taken aboard when the fire was out.

The steamer was headed inte thé wind
while the fire was fought. The mecond
cngineer and first officer took eharge of
lwo lines of fire hose. The chief and
third engineer worked in the engine room
2t the pumps, part of the time swathed
in wet cloths owing to the intense heat.
The vessel answered her helm throughout

Seattle,

i spite of the heat, which was so in-.

icnse that the tiller ropes were white Hot
for hours. The huge iron steel beams
nearly melted in the after part of the
vessel,

The stewards burned in trying to
reach the upper deck by going up
through the dining hall were M. Somers,
H. Douglas and’ A. Donnélly.

The passengers drowned wWere: - Miss
Steiner, Cleelum, Wan.; D. BE. Newherry,

Nuphn and M. Fiynn, firemen; W. Heine-
man and Raymond, waiters.
Died of exposure: Mrs. E. Adams, saged
70, Dawson. Her body. swas brought
here. I

The bodies of the stewards were landed
at Port Townsend.

. —O—
ADMIRABLE ORDER.

Thos. Walker Tells of Systematic W;y
in Which Capt. Cousins Managed
Affairs. -

The -steamer Queen should have ar-
rived in Victoria about 8 o’clock on
‘Saturday evening. No tidings arriving at
midnight considerable anxiety was felt
concerning  her. . This” was- intensified
when Sunday morning arrived -without
any news of the. linér. - With a number
of Vietorians known ‘to be among the
passengers and the Clallam disaster still
fresh in the memory of residents of this
city, it was but natural that news of the
cause of the delay was awaited anxiously.
Not until noon did word redch Victoria
from Port Townsend that the Queen had
arrived.

“ It was with no small feeling of relief

“that it ‘was learned that no Vietorians

were among those lost. The Times, upon
getting the’ particulars by special from
Port Townsend, issued an extra eontain-
ing ‘the main features of the story of
the disaster with the list of lost. This
was” distributed at the hotels, the cigar
stands and public places in the city for
the purpose of giving the facts and allay-
ing any fears-which might be entertained
“as to the safety of friends in this city.
The Umatilla, ‘Which arrived in the
evening from Puget Sound on her way
to San Francisco, brought the passen-

gers bound for Vietoria, who had been

taken on board at Port Townsend. :

Thos. Walker, manager of the manu-
facturing department of Turner, Beeton
& Company, was one of the passengers
who came through this trying experience.
He has no desire to repeat it. He bears
witness, however, to the magnificent or~
der which prevailed aBoard the Queen,

and H. Buckley.

Crew drowned: J. Nelson, B. Frietas

and A. Neilson, deck hands; Peter

and which alone prevented the total loss
of the vessel and certainly a most appal-

; ling loss of life. To add to the troubles

| 'was himself attached to one of the hose

brigades, and a steady fight was kept up.
Wheni Mr. Walker first came out of his
stateroom the electric lighting had mnot:
been interfered. with, but shortly “after
this the lights were all put out in conse-
quence of the-fire. The closed in hafch-
way for transferring freight, which is
sitnated aft, assisted in the fire fighting
somewhat. It runs down te the held; be-
ing closed in all the way ‘down through
the decks. ~This divided the fire and thus
checked it in part; giving the fighters a
chance to gain om it. 2
After about four hours’ work it began
fo be evident that the fire was under con-
trol. By daylight they had the fire in

} hand, -and the boats were recalled to.the

ship. In -order te save the rafts from
burning these had been pushed over the
side of the vessel early in the fight. The
precaution” was taken to Thoor them -to
the ship in case of-the imminent necessity
arising for their being required for the
~hundred or more then on board. -

The boats in the heavy sea then rolling
slowly made their way back to the ghip,
and were taken on board with the same
caré as was evercised in launching.

For hours the>ship lay to before pro-
ceeding on her course. This Mr. Walker
‘thinks was absolutely necessary in order
to allow of the chains, shafts, ete., cool-
ing ‘down sufficiently to make it safe to
work them. Had it been done earlier
with the iron at a white heat the chains
woudl have -been drawn to pieces. Capt.
Cousins. in_every detail -looked--well after
the interests of the passengers and crew.

It was with glad hearts that those on
‘board saw the Santa Monica come along-
side. Another vessel had been seen in
‘the distance before that, but too far
away to signal. The passengers were
+«still further delighted when they heard
Capt. Cousin ask the Santa -Monica- o
stand by “while they ran for the Colum-
bia river. 2 .

Mr. Walker says he began to picture a
‘trip -home. He made inquiries #s to
-trains leaving Astoria, and-was prepared
“to make fast time northward., In this
they were disappointed, however, as it
.was too rough to venture crossing the
Columbia river bar. The captain then
decided” to run right to Port Townsend,
which was accomplished witheut further
accident.. On the way the crew did what

they could to overcome the damage done.

after part of the vessel,,and when roused
‘mistook their way and svere overcome by
the smoke. They were found with their
facés turped towards the port.

“When the fire was put out the engines
_and steering gear were tried, and both
found to bé in first elass condition. We
then continued our trip, At first itswasg
the - ‘capfain’s intentigg to enter the
mouth of-the €olumbia, but it was  so
.rough at #his point that he changed iis
mind and eontinued his“course north.d

“Saturday night it was very rough:In
the middle_of the night a terrific crash
was heard:’ Unnerved @s the passengél:s
had been by the events 'of the day they
were mueh alarmed by this noise, ‘apd
many rushed to the deck. Some thought
the boilers had explode®” It was found,
however, ‘that the noice-*was thunder.””

The stedmer Queen, Mr. Brown says,
arrived safely at Port Townsend at abg
11 or 12-0’clock yesterday. He spedls
ntehusiastically of the behaviori of the

experience.” Everything possible . had
been done to insure the safety of the pas-
sengers. . There had been absolutely no
_panie, everyone-obeying orders- with sur-
prising caolness. 5 i

As an illustration of this, Mr. Brows
told a story of an incidént that occurragl
while he was in the eighth-boat waiting
developments.
passengers took a cigar from his pocket,
lighted -it-and afterwards handed one to
him. : . .

Mr. and Mrs. Brown dre from Regina,
and have been spending a few days :im
California. They will continue on their
way-East in a few days. Mr. Brown was;
accompanied on his trip Wouth by F. N,

come north overland.
——f
MRS. LANGLEY’'S ACCOUNT.
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The Gallant Work Done Hy Captain an
“Crew of the Si_ip,

A story of heroism

'and of gallant work on the part of those
who manned the ship and.saw the ladies
safely placed within the lifebeats, is
 told by Mrs. Wallace Langley, who, with
her little daughter, were & the Vie-
toria-bound passengers wha landed here

“The electric lights were again got inf

on the steamer Umatilla last night.

captain and crew throughout the terribie:|

4 our boat, died after she was taken

He says that one of thé

Drake, who left him in San Francisco.toy

; on the part ot
Captain Cousins, officers aad crew of the..
L steamer Queen,. of admirgble discipline-

the ladies were taken from one to the
other boat. “After placing the ladies
safely aboard the Queen the same crew
returned to uns and escorted us to the
side of the Queen. Here a life raft had
been placed alongside the ship to .pre-
vent the liféboats from being swamped
under thé guard -of the steamer as she
careened over with the swell of the sea.
We all had lifé preservers on, and as we
approached ‘the. veéssel a line with a
noose onthe end of it was thrown to us
and adjusted around the life preservers.
With the next roll of- the boat we were
lifted one-by one -into the steamer; a
erowd of men being on the freight deck
to catch us as we were lifted. At the
same time a man.was on duty on the
life raft to steady us and keep us from
falling against the side of the ship. This
man had an exceedingly dangerous task.
Things appeared to-be flying around in
all directions, and 1 am told that this |
poor fellow was washed off the raft
seven times. . One 6ld lady, who was in

-aboard from exposure or heart trouble.

“We lost no personal effects, and after
we were taken aboard the officers were
exceedingly kind. They dried our clothes
for us and could not have been more at-
tentive. Even the engineers of the ship
4 eame on deck and did all in their power
for us. They brought us stimulants and
anything they thought we ~might eat.
"After all the passengers were taken
aboard the Queen hovered about the spot
for some time and then .Capt. Cousins
headed for Astoria. The Columbia river
“bar, -however, was found too rought to
cross, and so Cant. Cousins decided to
head for the Straits. We were all dis-
appointed, but realized that the captain
knew -best. what to do.

“Off Cape Flattery a terrible storm

“I'was encountered about 1 o’clock Sunday
| morning,
%

I never heard anything like
.the thunder: ¥t.was awfully sudden and
“we thought that the boilers of the ship
had exploded.  The lightning lightetd the
whele ship, but we were not long in the
storm. Going to Port Townsend we em-
barked on the Umatilla for Victoria.”

< Mrs, Langley says Capt. Cousins acted
sthe hero throughout. His room was
given over to the ladies and not until
-after the fire was all over did he think
of himself. His clothes were drenched.
‘But while Capt. Cousins displayed won-

“in her"whole career.

on the Portland route: until 1883. That
year, when en route to Portland, she
met with the only other serious disaster

with a large number of distinguished
peops: %o witness the finishing cere-
monies ia cornection with the completion
of the Northern Pacific -Railway.
stranded on Catsop Spit-on the voyage
and camé near proving a
Five -powerful tugs, however, succeeded
in getting her off ‘and received for their
services -$60,000 salvage. Fog and a
pilot of uestionable ability are said

to have been responsible for the acci-’
At the time she had 232 passen- |

dent.
genrs and 90 of a crew.

The mext service in which the vessel |

was employed was that on the company’s
southern route from San Francisco.. On

this run she plied for some time until |
I'the Alaskan excursions becoming popu-

lar ‘she was placed on the run between
Puget «8Sound, Vietoria and Alaskan
ports.
annually for a number of summers, un-
1il the new and palatial liner Spokane,

specially built for the purpose, was able |

About this time the com-
of the

to relieve her.
pany suffered the loss

short for the San Franeisco, Victoria
and Puget Sound run, the Queen was

put in this service, where she has since *

been operated. It was perhaps while in

the Alaskan service that she became |

most popiilar, for while in that service
she earried thousands of the most prom-
inent people of the United States and
Canada. What will sueceed her now in
service ean only he conjeetured.

That she was not completely destroy-
ed by the flames which burned out fifty
feet of the stern on Saturday morning
is undoubtedly due to the excellent dis-
cipline aboard. On every voyage of the

San Franecisee liners a fire dril is held. |

This is very strietly conducted. and every
man is given his place. All * possible
speed is made in lowering the boats; sev-
eral streams of water are plied on deck;
sections of the ship are assigned to dif-

ferent officers and the captain stands by °

making a mental note of all.

Leipsic’'s new railway station cost 130,-
000,000, marks ($32,000,000). Of this sum,
Prussia dnd Saxony contribute 53,000,000

derful skill-and judgment, his officers also |

marks.

It was in the month '
of September, and she was coming north |

She *

total loss.

In this business she was ehgaged '

Walla '
Walla, and being in consequence a boat ;

on, on Feb. 20th
i %he wife of R. Fitzmaurice, of a dauéh:
€er.
HANKEY-At Vernon, on Feb. 20th, th
wife of G. Alers-Hankey, of a son. -
OWEN—At Vernon, on Féb. 19th, the wife
of Wm. Owen, J. P., Mara, of a son.
. COFFEY—At Ymir, on Feb. 23rd, the wife
of W. Coffey, of a daughter. .
r YOUNG—At Nelson, on Feb. 21st, the wife
of C.-M. Young, of a son.
BURCHALL—At Nelson, on Feb. 24th, the
wife of James Burchall, of a son.
BRAILO—At Rossland, on Feb. 23rd, the
wife of 8. J. Brailo, of a son.
: MARRIED.

DUVAL-DALEY—On the 25th inst., by
Rev. Bishop Cridge, at the residence of
the bride, Burnside road, Jobn Gilbert
Duval to Louise, second daughter of
Mr. J. Daley.

" URQUHART-FOX—At Vanecouver, on Feb.
25th, by Rev. J. M. MacLeod, Allan
Urquhart and Miss Jennle Fox.

ALLAN-ARKLE—At New Westminster; on
Feb. 20th, by Rev. G. H. Morden, J.
Dodd Allan and Miss Florence Arkle,

PEPPER-M'KIVOR—At - Vancouver, on
Feb. 24th,” by Rev. R. G.. MacBetl,
Maitland G. Pepper and Miss Lottie
MeKivor. 5

SMITH-BAIN—At Vancouver, on Feb. 24th,
by Rey. C. C. Owen, Francis R. Smith
and Miss Rose C. Bain.

SMITHSON-MURRAY—At Steveston, ox
Feb, 24th, by Rev. J. M. Donaldson,
Herbert Smithson and Miss Murray.

MINTOSH-THOBURN—At the Manse, onm
Saturday, the 27th inst., by the Rev.
Robt. Laird, M. A., of Vaacouver, John
Charles Melntosh, of Osgoode Hall,
barrister-dt-law; to Eva Bend Thoburn,

SALEM-BANKS—At Rossland, on .:Feb,
25th, by Rev. John A. Clelland, Frank
Salem and Mrs. Katherine Banks.

FARGO-HOUSER—}M Barkerville, on Feb.
24th, by Rev. . "H. Cameron, ' Edwin
D. Fargo and Miss.Ida J. Houser.

CLOUGH-JOHNSON—At Nelson, on, Feb.
23th, by Rev. W. W. Baer,

Clough and Miss Ada I. C. Johnson.

" BLACKBOTURN-PRINGLE — At " Grand

Prairie, -on Feb. 24th, by Rev. James

Tarner; Robert Alexander Blackbourn

and Mary Pringle.

DIED.

MANMOORING—On Feb. 28th, at 76 Prin-
cess avenue, the residence of Mrs.
Fuggle, John Manmooring, a native of
Kent County, England, aged 81 years
and 5 months.

HASTINGS—At Salmon Arm, on Feb. 17th,

’ Ann Hastings, widow of the late John

-

Hastings, aged 70 years.

HALL—At Chilliwack, on Feb. 23rd, Wil-
liam A. Hall, aged 28 years.
CROWE—At ¥Ymir, on Feb. 2ist,

¢ Crowe; aged 54 years.

JOHNSTON-«At New Westminster, on Feb.
25th, J. B. Johnston, aged 47 years.

O’CONNOR—At Vancouver, on Feb. 25th,
Martha O’Connor, aged 70 years.

Frank
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