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A. MACDONALD RETIRES
JOHN OLIVER SUCGEEDS

Liberal Leadership Passes to the Member for Delta
---Characteristies of the Old and
the New Chieftains.

The leadership of the Liberal party in British Columbia passed
Saturday from J. A. Macdonald, K. C., who for the last six years has been
the head of the party forces in this province, to John Oliver, who l}us
his chief lieutenant throughout that period.
necting of the provincial executive and was neccssitated by the resig-
The latter was not present, being east on legal

at
Dheen
a
of Mr. Macdonald.

pation

husiness, and therefore the reasons for this action were not obtainable.
is ,|1<loi'st00(l. however, that Mr. Macdonald will shortly be called
hench—a  position for which, both by temperament and training,

peculiarly qualified.

r'he most sanguine Libgrals do not disguise the fact that the withdrawal
Mr. Macdenald will be very sensibly felt throughout the party organi-
On the other bhand the new leader takes up his duties at a par-
ticularly trying time, when the elections are pending and probably so im-
minent that he will be unable to visit the different sections
Those who know the man will appreciate,
however, the fact that this shandicap has less terrors for him than for men
of less sturdy calibre, and if the Liberal banners do not go to victory in the
forthcoming fight, it will not be because of lack of aggredsion, vigor, or in-

of

zation.

constituency before polling day.

dustry on the part of Mr. Oliver.

(From Monday’s Daily.)
THE RETIRING LEADER.

The political career of Mr. Mac-
donald, which may now properly be re-
garded as closed, has; in many respects
peen a remarkable one. Few men are
called upon to exercise the responsibili-
ties of leadership without previous par-
liamentary training. ¥Fewer still are
successful m such a role under sueh a
handicap. That he has succeeded S0
well must be taken as a proof of his
inherent strength,

It will be remembered that the Lib-
eral party went to the polls in 1903,
leaderless. The . provincial convention
had refused to accept Mr. Martin as its
chief, and his supportess declined to
follow any one else,. It was finally
tactitly agreed that the ‘question of
leadership should” rem#in  in abeyance
to be decided by the members returned
i Jhera] inferests at the geéneval
pEo a] electiony
Those members met in Victoria, an@

for half a day wrestled with the vexed

question, Amaeng its’ members were at
least two men who had been cabinet
ministers in previous coalition govern-
| ments, but led and dominated by Con-
! servatives, Mr. Macdonald came into
the convention unknown, excepting by
reputation, to most of those present.

The friends of W. W. B. Mcinnes, 2
well known and successful campaign-
er, and a man of great eloguence,
pressed his claims with vigor, but in

s #he

the end the mantle of leadership fell:

on the untried shoulders of the man
from Rossland.

Few bolder experiments -have  been
made in the political history of Can-
ada. Successful party leadership is not
merely a matter of either hustings or
committee room, but hangs largely on
skilful generalship dn - parliament.
When Mr., Macdonald quietly took his
seat at the opening of the House in the
chair for which Joseph Martin had to
literaily do physical® battle a session
before, members and spectators scan-
ned him curiously to take his. meas-
ure. It may be mentioned in passing
that Mr, Macdonald’s faece takes a lot
of scanning, and . he is a clever man
who can ‘follow the workings of the
mind behind that inscrutable counten-
ance,

The history of that session is well
known to all whe have to follow public
affairs in this province, The new leader
quietly felt his way, modestly keeping
in the background until he had tried
out his new surroundings, and taking
advantage of the experience of his prin-
cipal supporters to master the intrica-
cies of parilamentary procedure. And
at last when the hour of real trial
came, and he was called upon to critize
the government’s policy and to enun-
ciate his own, the whole House recog-
nized that he was a gredt addition to
the constructive forees of the as-
sembly. §

His career since that time has great-
ly increased his prestige, both in the
House and in the country. He made
his way the slower perhaps because his
chief antagonist .was above all things
a master of the gentle art of Jolly, and
it takes some time for such arts to
recoil upon their author. But Mr, Mec~
Bride’s® sophistries in legislation had
such a merciless critic in the leader of
the opposition, and the latter’'s analysis
0f the government's. methods in this
respect was so wel] borne out by events
in the country, that in the last eighteen
months there has been a great growth
in opposition sentiment. And meanwhile
Mr. Macdonald’s authority in his own
party has been growing with great
rapidity, Earlier in his days of leader-
ship there were murmurings that a
mistake had been made—now there are
practically none. e

Mr. Macdonald’s withdrawal from
public life wil] be an even greater loss
to the deliberations of the legislature
than to party councils, because it was
on the floor of the House that he was
2t his best. He was eastiy the leading

in the discussion of all legal

stions. His handling of the at-

ney-general's department has al-

been a source of the greatest

crn in the ministry, and if his

Irawal from the House relieves

pressure from this source, the

nment will be so much the hap-

f public business does suffer cor-
dingly.

a set speech in the legislature

n always be relied upon for an

which no other member was

- On the hustings he has been

!y gaining in strength, as his

worth became known, but he

on

The action was taken at

It
to the
he is

of his great

]

scorned the arts of the demagogue, and i
hence would not perhaps be classed as
a first rate stump orator.

The secret of his strength among his
own followers is easily accounted’ for
by these who knew the man. He had
the respect and confidence of every
man in the party. His absolute probity,
in both public and private life, his con-
sideration for the humblest of his sup-
porters, and when, the occasion arose,
his ability to adequately and properly
voice the aspirations and ideals of a
great party, and of a young, puissant
nation, bound his followers to him by
ties stroager then those of mere good
fellowship, and entitle him to a
worthy place ameng the leaders of
Liberalism in the Canadian West.

THE, NEW. CHIEFTIAN.

The comtrast between the mafi who |
has just pdsigned: his ‘trust and the !
Onaiio e tak e It up 18 both pPhysi-
cal and temperamental, Mz, Macdonald
i#" ti] .an@ spare, with the face of an
ascetie, of' judicial manner, and of
habitual reserve, Mr. Oliver is: thick
set and “stocky,” ruddy and fresh com-
plexioned, where his face shows above
his thick beard, and with the hearty.
wholesome manner of the out—dom"
man,

He is pre-eminently a man of the
people. He first saw the light in beau-
tiful Derbyshire, but it is questionable
whether 'he saw ;as much- of it

Jd. A. MACDONALD,

A,

Old ‘hands in the press gallery well
remember his first appearance in the
chamber—a rather shy man, quiet, ob-
servant. careless of his personal ap-
pearance, but who, when he spoke, was
always listened to with eclose attention
because of the homely force and rugged
strength of his <opinions. The new
member had difficulties shared in by
others in those days. Those were the
wonderful days of government by rules
of order—the legislature frequently
wasting hours in a deadlock over mat-
ters- of proceldure. The majority: was
rarrow, and jence the government
leaders  evi 7% Sthonzht it wise to
elnploy’ faly e it Twhich the rules
conferred. | - % .

Chief among : these arbiters of ‘pro-
cedure was the then financé minister,
Hon; Mr. Prentice.. Mr, Martin was
another past master and there were a
number of others' little less proficient.
Again and again when Mr. Oliver would
rise and in 'his direet manner proceed
to deal with the matter before the
Fouse he would he stopped under the
rules, and be: forced to
weary discussion on procedure and an
equally wearisome ' ruling by Mr.

Retiring Chieftian.

as he would have
the -age of eleven he descended

into the mines  and joined  the |
great army of producers. When he was |
fourteen years of age his parents moved

to Grey county, Ontario, and while !
young Oliver was adjusting himself to

the new conditions in the bush, in the |
neighboring county of ‘Huron, young

Macdonald, two. years his junior, was |
completing his public school education.

Coming to this province Mr., Oliver |
drifted inevitably into municipal, and

later into political affairs, and in spite
of the fact that he lives in a ‘‘close”
riding, he has been returned at three
successive elections.

If on no other grounds Mr. Oliver is
entitled to his present position by right
of seniority, For eight-years he has sat
in the legislature, coming up from the
back benches to a chair on the leader’s
right by genuine merit, and the au-
thority which heavy blows delivered in
the party irterest gives.

His legislative career has been ful] of
surprises,. and. a yevelation of the

liked, for at

enormous reserve power ‘of the man.

e L S

Speaker. Mr. Oliver found that in or-
der to .get his. views on plblic policy

listen to a|

TRACK LAYING ON
ALBERNI LINE

e
C. P. R. IS NOW
RUSHING CONSTRUCTION

Gang of Men Are Now Placing
Metal in Po-
sition.

With the awakening of Vancouver
Island now so-apparent to all observ-
ant of recent announcements regard-
ing the development of its resources,
the C.P.R. has shown a disposition to
hasten to. completion its plans for the
opening - up of the rich territory in
which .it has such large-interests, and
it was Jearned this morning that track
laying is in progress with great enerng
on the ‘branch line of the E. &‘ N.
railway -which will run from Welling-
toh-to Alberni.

The company have a large f:_)rce of
men at work, and they &re making e.x-
cellent progress, being - fayvored with
good weather. The track is being lai.d
at the rate of half a mile a day, anq at
is anticipated that construction trainS
will be operated ‘to “end of track” at
Nanoose Bay at the end of the present

RELINQUISHING THE SWORD.

S
The Retiring: Chief to His Successor— ‘A trusty blade to a trusted man, John.’’

e

whenever the House got into a tangle
on procedure it was to the -shrewd,
well posted member from Delta that it
turned for light.

This is a mere ineident  in his
career, but is typical of his-thorough
methods.

It is with the events surrounding t:heI
fall of -the Prior govermment in “the
ninth legislature that Mr. Oliver's
name is most intimately a88ociated, and |
| perhaps this is why he is.80 thorough-
| Iy dreaded. by politicians ;with elastic
| conseiences. The C. and \}Z i'nvestiga—
ction—an - inquiry | wiich T8tar¥ted the
sertes of Investigationg ending in the
éollapse, of the Priorzadministration—
was mainly due to.=Mr, Oliver. ' He
scented the scandal, followed it relent-
lessly when others wished to drop it,
and never relinguished his efforts till
his goal was accomplished. His coun-
sel in that case, now Mr. Justice Duff
of the Supreme Court of Canada, has|
more than once expressed his astonish- !
ment at the marvellous mus'tery Mr.
Oliver showed of every detail of that
case and of his unexpected shrewdness
in interpreting legal phraseology. This
curious quality he shares with his
namesake, Hon, Frank Oliver, whose
Iucid - treatment of legal matters is
} well known.

1t'was always understood that ‘Mr.
Oliver was slated . for the ministry
which “replaced the Prior administra-
tion, "Mr. McBride being titular
chief, ‘and having intimated that Mr.
Oliver should receive cabinet rank in
his government. The story of how Mr.
McBride, who had done nothing com-
paratively to make his own selection
rossible, was called upon to form an
opposition government of Liberals and
Conservatives, from the opposition
party—the only party where he had any
status as a leader—and of how reluc-
tantly, and at the mandate of Messrs.
Green and Taylor he repudiated his
Liberal ! followers, and formed a
straight Conservative administration.
thus plainly violating -the confidence
rot only of his Liberal supporters but
o: the 'lieutenant-goyvernor is now a
matter of history. All these facts
are . still- fresh in the memory of
those who follow British Columbia poli-
tics, There is an almost poetic justice
in entrusting the castigation of the Me-
Bride. government to the man who if |
he stooped to such things, has the;
igreatest personal grievance in the mat-
iter.

If Mr. Macdonald was a power in the
House; Mr. Oliver is pre-eminent on
ithe stump. He is a man of the com-
mon  people, and they hear him with
ienthusiasm.  His speeches are vibrant
with “that’ rugged honor which com-]
nele confidence and respect even amornig !
opponents; and he can rise to flights of |
real.elnguence.

KHe iz besvide a tireless and master or-
He is an indéfatigable work-
¢r,'and’ his researches in the eight
venrs he has sat in the legislature have,
been monumental, He goes to the bot-
tom- of every question he touches if it

ganiizer.

takes a year to do it.

In his new responsibilities he will |
have the same loval support as his pre- |
Gecossor, Tn “Honest John' his followers

before the House he would have to be-

come more familiar with the rules, He!

said nothing, but when he packed his
helongings at the close of the. session
his trunk contained copies, not only of
the rules of the House, but of May
and of Bourinot. Current history
throws no light on what transpired in
the interval between that, and the fol-
lowing- séssion, but it is rumored that

all that winter the steers on a certain |

Deita ‘homestead hearqd as they re-

{ ceived their bran and hay from their

owner, more guotations on ‘the pre-
vious question” and similar subjects
than were ever beéfore heard on any
farm in this country,

What is known, as a fact, is that
when Mr, Oliver rose next session and
began to address the House that sev-

eral of the 'captious ones renewed their]

tactics, and that in ten minutes the
farmer frem Delta haqg routed them,
horse, foot and artillery, The criti-
cizell had . hecome - critic, Thereafter

{ know that they have an uncompromis-
| ing foe of Privilege, and that nowhere !
! in this country will a party leader (:on-f
| Torm more faithfully to the lofty ideals
| of Raldwin ang Lafontaine, than in}|
British ‘Columbia with John Oliver as
the Liberal party chief.
STORM ON GREAT LAKES.

Duluth, Minn., Oct. 11.—A blizzard is|
[ sweeping over the Great Lakes to-day and
{'all lines of transportation are practically |
at a standstill.

?,a_ke Superior 'is running high and con- |
siderable damage already has been done.

WILL WED AMERICAN.

11—Announcement is |
made of the engagement of Hon. |
Ernest Victor Gibson, third son of |
Lord Ashbounne, to. Caroline, daugh-
ter of Mrs. Frederick de Billier of New
York,

London, Oct.

GERMAN VIEWS
OF WAR SCARE

SPEECHES AND ARTICLES
REPRODUCED IN PRESS

Apprehension Experienced
Over Growth of War Party
in Great:Britain.

(Times Leased Wire.)

Berlin, Oct. 11.—The speéches recent-
ly attributed to Lord Northcliffe; Ad-
miral Lord Charles Beresford and Earl
Grey, governor-general of Canada,' to-
gether with various magazine articles
dealing with the relations of @reat
Britain and Germany, - have been

week.

The branch line from Alberni has

| been graded to a point about five miles

beyond French Creek. By the end of
| the year the company hopes to_be op-

| erating trains to Cameron Lake, and

| this will enable supplies to be got into

| the country for the contractors and al-

tow of the more speedy construction of
the remainder of the line.

This “announcement of present pro-
gress will be excellent news 4o the peo-
ple of Alberni, who have &waited pa-
tiently the edming of the read, and
with its advént the little community
will  ‘experience a period eof activity
which will be ample reward for . the
disappointments of the nast. That Al-

1 berni has a fature as'promising as any

¢ ther point.on-Vancouver Island is the
opinion of those best in a position te
| judge of the situation. A glance at
| the map will indicate that it Is excel-
{Jentlv situated to become the hub at
| which * will' concentrate all the busi-
‘hess tributary to that rich section. The
company is . desirous of getttig on with
the branch line with all possible speed,
in wiew of /thé early arrival of the
party of British immigrants who are
being bhrought out under- the auspices
of the Salvation Army, and who will
ju all ‘probabilitv be located 'in' the
neighborhood of French Creek. As the
first of these immigrants are to be
here in April Hext, it is net improb-
able ‘that the people of “Alberni will
hear the welcome whistles of the rail-
way engine at no very distant date.

JOHN OLIVER,

New Liberal Chiéf

— ~—
widely reproduced and commented upon
in this country. .

The  prevailing note' is one of appre-
kension that a regular campaign has
been organized for the purpose of de-
priving Germany of :the good will of
the United States and nourishing the
idea that Germany is threatening Great
Britain. -The s German :commentators

point out that all the suggestions ofl
coming trouble between Germany and‘

Great Britain come from the ‘British
side and that no German of distinction,
either in a public speech or in writing,

i ‘has given voice to suspicion of Great

Britain.
Apprehension is expressed also over

i the growth of the war party in Great

Britain. ' This party to-day is small,
but it is influential and is gathering
strength. :

An official effort is being made to re-
strain German comment' on the
speeches and articles with thg idea of
ayoiding the productien of materia] for
irritating discussions

LONDON-EDITOR
VICTIM OF ACCIDENT

Winnipeg, - Man., Oect. 11,--L. F.
Amery, chief editor of the London
Times, is to-day suffering from in-
juries which he sustained in an acci-
dent “Saturday. Returning with Earl
and Lady Grey from a riding trip, his
stirrup caught on'a post while he was
going through a half-open gate, and he
sustained a double fracture of “the
ankle, ~being thrown' violently to theé
ground, 3

Mr. Amery-is resting easy to-day and
the physicians say that he probably
will ‘be able to leave New York for
Londoh, October 26th.

Mr. ‘Amery has, been nominated for
a third time ds the'Unionist candidate
for Wolverhampton at the’ coming.

DOUBLE DAILY
- SERVICE STAYS

PRESENT SCHEDULE ON
E. & N. TO NOVEMBER 15

People of Island Urged to Press
the Double Daily Mail
Service

The very gratifying announcement
was made to-day in a telegram received
this. morning by H. E. Beasley, super-

( intendent of the E. & N. railway, from

R. Marpole, genera] executive agent at
Vancouver, that the double daily train
seryice on the island road will be con-
tinued until November 15th at least.
This action is responsive te the vigor-
ous request of -the board of trade. for-
warded to Sir Thomas Shaughnessy on
Friday that the service be maintained
beyond -the date set for its abandon-
ment—October 15th, It may be men-
tioned that it has beén the practice of
the railway company heretofore to take
off the extra train on September 15th,
so it will' be seen that this year there
has already been secured the eonces-
sion of two months’ extension, and the
hope is held that the C. P. R. may be
able to see its way clear to maintahn
it al] winter, though local officials have
nothing to say upon that point.

The members of the board of trade
are strongly of the opinion that it
would be disastrous to the interests of
the business men of Victoria were the
service to be reduced, at a time when
rival -cities on the mainland are mak-
ing a strong bid for the trade of this
island, and while no arrangement has
vet been made for a double daily mail
service, it is h&d that people by per-
sonal visit to Victoria' will be able to
transact much of their business in Vic-
torig, “which might otherwise be done
via ' Vancouver.

Those who have gone into the matter
somewHat declare, however, that the
various business communities on Van-
couver Islamd having commercial rela-
tions with Victoria, and the people of
this city. particularly, should press upon
the Pominien. govermmefit the desira-
‘}%ﬂiw and wisdom-of bringing into ef-,
fect in regardh to the railway service on
this island the practice which has been
followed ion the main line 'of the C.P.R.
—that is, wherevera double train ser-
vice is in effect the mail subsidy shall
applv.

The Dominion government, it ap-
pears, anxious to assist the people ‘of
the island in securing the double train
service all the year round,, have inti-
mated to the C. P.'R. that it will be
pleased to give the subsidy if a service
be inaugurated for that period;, but it
is contended by the 'C. P. R. that were
the system in vogue 6n theé main line'
“to be followed the comimunity would all
summer have been enjoying a double
@aily> mail,

RESUMING WORK
AT EXTENSION

VICTIMS OF EXPLOSION
ARE LAID AT REST

No. 2 Mine Will Not Open 'Again
Until After Inquiry
is Held.

: (Special to the Times.)
¢ Ladysmith, Oct. 11.—All .he bodies
of the victims of the Extension explos-
fon have now been laid«in their last
resting places; the remains of Andrew
Moffatt being interred at Nanaimo
yesterday. The funeral was attended
by the Ladysmith band and the local’
Knights of Phythias, besides a large
number of friends from both places.
Nos. 1 and 3 mines resume work to--
ddy, but No. 2, the scene of the acci-
dent, will remain 'closed until after the
official inquiry on Wednesday next.
The memorial services in the churches
were all well attended. )
The fund for the widows and” or-
phans is steadily growing, and all pos-
sible ‘help and sympathy is being ex-
tended to the sufferers. The many kind
messages of sympathy and. . offers | of.
help mect  with. heartfeit gratitude
from all who have suffered in the ter
rible ecatastrophe. 1

HURRICANE SWEEPS
ISLAND OF CUBA

Number of Small Craft Re-
ported to Have Gone
Down at Havana.

(Times Leased Wire.) &
Tampa, Fla., Oct. 1l.—Advices received ',
here from Havana to-day convey the in-
formation that a terrific hurricane is
sweeping Cuba and that already a number
of smal craft have gone down in the
harbor at Havana. :
Trees have been :uprooted, and it is re-
ported that a number of buildings have
been wrecked. News is meagre, but it is
feared that many lives have been lost.

general election, and is anxious to get

back to England, i

The storm is reported to be headed In
*hla. direction, i 2




