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OF DREAD DISASTER

Complete Death Roll Shows That Nearly a Score
of Children Perished in Montreal School
Fire.

Montreal, Feb. 26.—Miss Maxwell, the | for himself, and it ‘is undoubtedly due

lost their
occurred in

principal, and 16 children
lives in a fire which
the Hochelaga Protestant school on
Prefontaine street this afternoon. Be-
fore the fire alarm was sounded, the
men of the local station were on their
way, as a passer-by had seen the smoke
and dropped in to warn the brigade.
Imediately Captain Carson and a num-
ber of his men started to the scene, and
hefore the first, alarm had finished
sounding they were preparing to res-
cue the children.

So speedinly had the flames spread,
however, that even in these few min-
utes those children who had not es-
caped at the first call were

Pinned in the Upper Flats.
of the school, with a seething furnace
of smoke and flame beneath them.

At every window were seen the im-
prisoned chiléren and teachers, while
from the windows on the lower flat
nothing could be seen but evidences of
fire.

Captain Carson at once organized his
men to set up the extension ladder to
the second story window, where Miss
Maxwell was signalling for help. The
ladder was promptly run up, and every
man who could crowd upon it got in
position to make a living chain to
rescue the little ones. Captain Carson
headed the ladder.

Inside the window was Miss Maxwell,
surrounded by a swarm of children,
excited almost to the limits of endur-
ance. As soon as the firemen had form-
ed their living chain to safety, Miss
Maxwell handed her little pupils one
by one to Captain Carson, and they
were swiftly passed down the ladder

From Hand to Hand
to the ground. Thus the work went on
until probably forty of the children
had -been saved, and it seemed that
none were ieft. Then Captain Carson
called to Miss Maxwell to save herself.

“No, there are others inside, and we
must 8ave them,” she replied, and rgn
back to look for the other little ones
who she knew must be on-the upper
floors. That was the end.

“Miss Maxwell ran back, and we
called to her to come out, as the room
was full of smoke and flames,” said
Captain Carson. “I saw her hurry to
look for any of the other children who
might have been overcome. We could
not follow her; it would have simply
been suicide. A moment later she

Fell in the Thick Smoke.
It was all we could do, and an hour
later her body was carried through the
window along with those of the child-
ren she had tried so hard to save.”

That is the tragic story of the fire, It
was confusion at a time when confus-
ion meant death, and death to those
who were utterly unable to understand
why they met it. From those older
authorities who should have supplied
the necessary means of escape, there
was no help. The building was an old-
fashioned one, with crooked stairways,
narrow passages and not a single fire
escape. Had there been a fire escape,
the firemen are positive that there need
not have been one life lost. .

The fire broke out in the cellar,
where there were two furnaces for the

' hot-air heating system, and large piles

of wood. One of the children on the
ground floor went out into the corridor
and returned in excitement, and hurried
to Principal Maxwell, without alarming
her pupils, told them to get their
clothes and hurry home. As a result
every pupil on the ground floor got
safely away. Then Miss Maxwell ran
upstairs and

Warned the Other Teachers,
and the same order was given. But the
fire spread more rapidly than the news.
By the time that the upstairs pupils
had been notified by their teachers to
get thelir clothes and hurry home, the
stairway was full 6f smoke, and the lit-
tle ones were afraid to venture down.
The kindergartemn was on the upper
floor, and most of the classes there
were composed of very young children,
and they all became so excited at the
sight of the curling smoke that they
were afraid to run to safety when they
reached ‘the stairway. One of the older
pupils ran down and called the rest,
many of whom followed, but in

The Terrified Confusion

of the moment a great rﬁany of the
others feared to venture downstairs,
and stayed where they were. By the
heroism of the teachers.and the cour-
ageous work of the firemen, many of
these were saved. The long line of
over-weighted ambulances and the sad
procession of tiny smoke-blackened
corpses told the rest of the story.

A good deal of the loss of life was
caused primarily by the lack of disci-
pline for emergencies. There had not
been a fire drill for months, and when
the call came the little ones were
alarmed. Some ran for their clothes
in the dressing room, and most of
these -miserably died. Others ran for
the stairway, but were afraid to go
down, and as they hesitated the fire
gained such headway that escape was
impossible.

The firemen worked hard and devot-
ed themselves absolutely to the work
of life-saving, and it is certain that but

for their splendid exertions the death |

roll would have been very much great-
er,

On the tops of ladders, where they
had to be sprayed from the hose, they
labored to get at windows and hand
out children. With the

Water Freezing on Them
as it fell, they never stayed their work
as long as it seemed possible that a
living sould could be “taken out. Sev-
eral of them became exhausted by the
cold and terrible work, while others
were cut and hurt by the rough hand)-
ing of hose and ladders and had to be
attended to by the ambulance doctors.
. Not one of the men gave a thought

to their splendid work that the mor-
tality list was not much greater. In-
deed, for some time it was thought that
not less than forty children had been
sacrificed.

Not a child was taken from the
building injured. Either the survivors
were taken out sound or the victims
were carried down as corpses. All who
were able to move were removed before
the flames drove them back. The am-
bulances later took the rest to the mor-
gue. The scene as the firemen gradual-
ly gained control of the flames

Was Most Pathetic.
The firemen and police kept the crowd
back by a cordon, so they could work
without difficulty. As soon as the first
signs of victory became apparent, lad-
ders were placed against the walls and
eager volunteers swarmed up to see if
there were any left who might yet live.

It was a forlorn hope, and a groan
went up from the thousands gathered
around as a huddled up bundle was
first passed through on an upper win-
dow. No one needed to be told what
it was. Carefully the firemen carried
the tiny corpse down the ladder and
hurried to the nearest ambulance. His
progress was stopped by an almost
hysterical woman, who ran up, pulled
back the blanket with which the body
had been swathed, and examined it to
see If it were her little boy. It was not,
but later on her darling’s body was
taken out. Such scenes were repeated
time and time again as the grim pro-
cession was continued, the little bodies
being huddled through the winddws
hastily, wrapped in blankets and car-
ried down to the waiting line of am-
bulances, which would only take them
to the morgue.

None of the smoke-biackened and
charred bodies could be identified in
the hurry of the moment, and on all
sides were

Agonized Mothers

whose children had not returned with
the others waiting to have their worst
fears realized. .That they were ful-
filled was frequently most painfully ap-
parent, as a woman would recognize
the clothes on a.shapeless bundle, and
be led sobbing away.

Finally the work of emptying the
kindergarten room was completed, and
it was hoped that the tale of the dead
was all told, when with great difficulty
the ‘body of the heroic Miss Maxwell
was carried down the fire ladder from
the upper window. A few minutes
later, when the firemen had succeeded
in getting into the front window of the
building, a hush fell on the crowd as
another infant’s corpse was taken out.
which was followed by many others,
most of which were taken from the
window of the dressing room, until the
total of almost a score was reacheéd.

By this time the fire itself had been
almost subdued. It had burned with
wonderful ferocity, despite the work of
a water tower which had been erected
s0 as to pour'tons of .water through
the little frontal towér and flood out
the blaze. The flames had worked
through the walls and roof, and

Seemed to Defy the Water,
and the lower rooms were completely
ruined, while the walls and roof were
almost consumed before it became safe
to venture into the building.

One other body was then found, that
of a little girl of about five, who had
run into a corner and lain down to es-
cape the deadly smoke, and there died.
She was not burned, but was blacken-
ed all over with the fumes, and soaked
with water from the hose, which, freez-
ing, stiffened the tiny body into a
heartrending aspect as it was carried
down the ladder, with arms above the
head waving in the wind.

That ended the holocaust. Death had
told its full tale, and all that remained
was to subdue the embers of the fire
and identify the long rows of child
corpses at the morgue—a : task which
for hours harrowed the feelings of all
unfortunate enough to ‘witness the
despair of parent after parent as their
little loved 6nes were identified, often
merely by clothing, so thoroughly had
the smoke and heat done their work.
A few minutes later Sub-Chief St.
Pierre was able to get into the build-
ing, and went through it from room to
room, finally announcing that not a
body remained in the death trap.

Had it not been for the working of
outsiders, however, the death roll
would have been even more tremend-
ous than it was. Immdiately opposite
the building was an ice house, where
two men, Willlam Walsh and Moise
Rainvelle, were working. They saw
the smoke before the alarm was given,
and a moment later discovered that a
serious fire was in progress. At the
same moment a man rushed across the
street and told them that there weére
many children in danger. With

Great Presence of Mind

the two ‘men at once secured ladders
and ran across to the building to res-
cue whom they could. Placing these
ladders against the windows of the
dressing room, they found a scene of
frightful panic ‘- inside; the children
awed by the smoke and crushing
against the windows, afraid to get out.
The two men saved several of them,
taking them out of the window and
laboriously carrying them down the
iadder in their arms before the firemen
arrived on the scene.

While they were engaged in this
work a third fellow workman, Theo-
phile Cavingnan, who had run.to pull
the fire alarm, joined them and aided
in getting the terrified children to
safety.

Bodies Identified.

Montreal, Feb. 27.—The inquest into
the Hochelaga school disaster began
this morning, but was merely identifi-
cation of the dead. The officers of the
¢ourt and the police are looking up wit-

nesses and the real inquiry will begin
Tuesday.

The responsibility of the awful loss of
life has roused the city, as there were
no fire escapes on the building. Chief
Benoit says that had there been, the
firemen could have saved all the chil-
dren, and says that the school commis-
sioners are criminally responsible as
they had been notified to put fire es-
capes on the building a year ago.

The cause of the fire was the explo-
sion of the furnace, which is a hot air
furnace with a boiler attachment. The
complete death roll shows that sixteen
children and the lady principal, Miss
Maxwell, lost their lives.

PRISONERS§ IN REVOLT,
Number of Russian Political Offenders
Have Been Placed in Chains.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 27.—Disorders
have broKen out among the convicts at
the Akatui silver mines, Southern Si-
beria, because of the strict discipline.
One hundred and fifty high political
offenders have been placed in chains,
and many, including Maria Shiridon-
ove, who killed Chief of Secret Police
Luxhenoffsky at Tambou, and other
women have been removed to prisons.

FATAL LAMP EXPLOSION.

St. John, N. B., Feb. 26.—Mrs. Amelia
Case, wife of John Case, a prominent
grocer here,” was burned. to death in a
horrible fashion on Saturday night. She

was alone in the upper flat of the house,
when a lamp exploded.

MR. BRYCE PRESENTS
HIS CREDENTIALS

New Amﬁassador to the U. S. Cord-
ially Welcomed By Psesident
Roosevelt.

Washington,
Hon. James

Feb. 26.—The
Bryce, the ambassador
from Great Britain to the TUnited
States, was presented to President
Roosevelt yesterday by Secretary Root.

Upon being presented Mr. Bryce
said:

“Mr. President—I have the honor, by
command of the King, my august
sovereign, to deliver to you a letter,
accrediting me as his ambassador to
the United States of America.

““When he entrusted to me this high
missicn, His Majesty directed mc to
assure you of his earnest wish that
cordial relations which happily exist
between Great Britain and the United
States should be maintained and
strengthened, and has impressed upon
me the duty of doing whatever may be
in my power for the attainment of that
end.

“No one can be more sensible than
I am of the responsibility which such
a commission imposes, and moreover
.unequal to so great a task I may feel
mself to be, it shall be my constant
effort to discharge it in the spirit
which His Majesty has indicated to
me, ‘8and in. 'which my three last pre-
decessors; . all distinguished men and
true friends -to the - United States,
sought to fulfil their duties.

“It has been my good fortune to
have been frequently in this country
as a private traveller and student of
its institutions, to have been received
in it with unfailing kindness, and  to
have learned not only to admire the
untiring energy and the intellectual
ardor -of its inhabitants, but also to
appreciate their devotion to the cause
of moral and social progress, and their
passionate desire to make the wishes
of the people worthy of the material
blessings which Providence has be-
stowed upon them with so bountiful a
hand. Observing how much they have
in common with the nation from which
I come, and how similar are many of
the problems which lie before each for
solution, I am led to believe that each
is, and indeed must be, intimately in-
terested in the fortunes of the other,
and that their reciporcal goodwill for
the benefit of the world at large.

“I may perhaps be permitted to add
that in expressing my sincere respect
for you personally, I am expressing the
sentiments of the sovereign and of his
subjects generally.”

The President responded as follows:

“Mr. Ambassador—The excellent re-
lations which have so long existed be-
tween the governments of the United
States and Great Britain offer a con-
spicuous assurance that
ment of the impertant mission with
which you are charged, you will find
agreeable the task of contributing to

Right

earnest desires on the part of this
government and by the goodwill which
happily exists between the people of
the two countries. The responsibility
which rests upon you in
rests no less upon the officers of this
government with whom you will have
interests. Our two' countries being ‘in-
spired by the same cordial purposes, I
doubt not that your mission will be as
successful as I trust it will be agree-
able to you.

“You come among.us, Mr. Ambas-
sador, not as a stranger, but as one
whom our people know and esteem
through long previous acquaintance
with your labors as a student of the
high destinies of self-governed coun-
munities, and as a friend of moral and
social advancement in the paths trod-
den by your country and our own. The
aims of the Anglo-Saxon race,
ever established throughout the world,
are akin in the furtherance of the
great principle of representative gov-
ernment and of that community of
material interests whereby the
complete stability, individual develop-
ment ‘and national prosperity may be
achieved. In coming among us, you
but transfer
fields of practical opportunities,
those for which you have labored con-
stantly and honorably through a use-
ful lifetime, and I trust the continu-
ance of your effors in the mission to
which you are called will be as con-
genial to you as they are acceptable
to us.

“For yourself, Mr. Ambassador, I be-
speak a no less cordial welcome by
our community than your distinguish-
ed predecessors received.

“I beg you to convey to your hon-
ored sovereign my cordial wishes for
his personal welfare and for the pros-
perity of his country and people.”

The ambassador and the members of
his suite wore uniforms.
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ALIENIST ON
WITNESS STAND
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EXPERTS EXAMINED
IN THE THAW CASE

May Mackenzie Will Probably Be
(alled By Counsel for the
Defence.

New York, Feb. 27.—When the Thaw
trial opens to-day District Attorney
Jerome will begin the cross-examin-
ation of Dr. B. D. Evans, of the insane
hospital of Morris Plains, N. J. Dr.
Evans is the principal insanity expert
for the defesice, and not only proved
an excellent witness on his direct ex-
amination, but while on the stand en-
riched the English language with a
number of such expressions as “brain
storms,” “mental fulmination” and
“psychic explosions.” - Dr. Evans will
be followed on the stand by Dr.
Charles G. Wagner, superintendent of
the 74insane hospital at Binghampton,
N. Y., who has also testified to exam-
ining Thaw several times in the tombs.
The two experts will be followed by
Drs. Demar and Bingaman, who, it is
asserted, will testif yas to strains of in-
sanity in Mrs, Thaw’s family. Mrs.
William Thaw will go on the stand to
tell of the young days of her son, and
it is expected that May Mackenzie, the
chorus girl friend of Evelyn Nesbit
Thaw, will testify as to eonversation
she is said to have had with Stanford
White and\repeated to Thaw, in which
it is claimed White laughed at the love
of Thaw for his wife, and said it would
not he long until she returned to him.

Evelyn Nesbit Thaw left this stand
vesterday with her story practically
unbroken. Whether ner credibility has
been sufficiently attacked to create
doubt in the minds of the jury as to
her telling the story to Thaw that is
said to have unhinged his mind is a
matter that only the verdict can de-
cide. The verdict a.s0 can only decide
whether the relations which = existed
betwsen Thaw and Evelyn Nesbitt,
after she told him her story, were such
as to raise a question regarding the
sincerity of his feelings for her, and
create a doubt as to the claim that his
act was thée result of constant brood-
ing on her wrongs.

Mrs, Thaw Recalled.

New York, Feb. 27.—Five minutes be-
fore court opened this morning for to-
day’s sesion, Evelyn Nesbit Thaw en-
tered the court room, accompanied by
D. M. Delmas, counsel for the defence,
and took a seat at the end of the table
occupied by -the. defendant’s counsel,
‘While waiting fer the trial to,go on,
she chatted withi Dr. Hammond, the-de-
fence alienist, sand with Mrs. J. J.
Caine, who sat near her.

Evelyn N. Thaw was recalled by con-
sent this morning to answer a few more
questions by District Attorney Jerome.

Immediately after court convened,
lawyer Daniel O'Reilly led Mrs. Thaw
and Mrs. Caine from the room. Mrs.
Thaw did not get a chance to speak to
her husband. Mr. Jerome then stated
that he had overlooked one point in his
cross-examination of Mrs. Evelyn N.
Thaw, and asked that she be recalled
for a question, stating that it was not
merely a matter affecting the credibili-
ty of the witness, but a matter which
he might wish to attempt to contro-
vert on rebuttal, and he wished to lay
a foundation for such.action by call-
ing her attention to the matter. Mrs.
Thaw was therefore recalled.

By his first question Mr. Jerome in-
dicated that he intends to call Howard
Nesbitt to the witness stand’to contra-
dict his sister.

“Did you see your brother at Marion,
Mass., after your return from Europe
in 1903? “I did not.”

“Where did you see him?”
York.?

“Did you not tell him, in substance,
that ‘while you were abroad, you had
been brutally abused by Mr. Thaw,
who had fried to induce you to tell lies
against White, in effect that Mr. White
had drugged and seduced you, which
statements you then and there - told
your brother were false?” *“I did not.”

“Didn’t you tell your brother that
Thaw at a pistol’s point had compelled
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| White?”

“I did not.”

“Did he not ask you if ‘you feared
violence and you said you did and he
said you should arm yourself for pro-
tection?” ‘I remember no such con-
versation.”

“Did he not say that you should have
a revolver?”’ ‘He did not.”

“That is all, said Mr. Jerome and Mrs.
Thaw left the room.

Dr. Charles F. Bingaman. of Pitts-
burg, the Thaw family physician, then
was sworn. He told Mr.  Delmas of
seeing Thaw on November 16th, 1903,
at which time he was’ nervous and
melancholy. He was sleeping and eat-
ing little and seemed much changed
from his former condition. He said he
knew Thaw from childhood, and the
latter was formerly of a buoyant na-
ture. On August 17th, 1906, he called
on Thaw in the Tombs and again saw
him on September 11th.

Dr. Evans was next called for cross-
examination.

WILL ATTEND REVIEW,
Japanese Criuisers Will Sail on Thurs-
day- for Hampton Roads.

& L3 T

Tokio, Feb. 27.—The American minis-
ter gave a luncheon to-day in honor of
Vice-Admiral Ijuin, assistant chief of

the general staff of the navy and com-;

mander of the Japanese squadron, con-
sisting of the cruisers Tsukub and Chi-
tose, which starts to-morrow for
Hampton Roads, Va., in order to take
rart in the naval review on the occa-
gion of the opening of the Jamestown
exposition on April“26th. Among those
present was Admiral Togo, chief of the
general staff of the navy. The mos*

| cordial feeling prevailed.

Ottawa, Feb. 27.—Sir Richard Cart-
wright intends laying before parliament a
bill to provide for old age pensions. he
bill will not be, formally introduced or
oresented as a government measure,

{ A. J. Drexel, Drexel Institute ....
| Dr. D. K. Pearsons, to different

TWO FIREMEN KILLED.

Met Death While Fighting Flames in
Market in New York.

New York, Fecbh, 27.—Two firemen
were killed and eleven.others rendered
unconseious by ammonia fumes at a
fire this morning in the basement of a
market in Eighth avenue. One of the
men who was made uncenscious may
die, while the condition of two others
is seriaus.

The dead aré: Adam Damm, aged 29
years, No. 26 engine, and Harry F.
Baker, aged 27, No. 26 engine.

But for the heroic work of the res-
cuers the death list wouid have been
larger. Damm and Baker had carried
a pipe line through the basement and
into an opening leading to a sub-cellor,
when they called for water pressure.
However, when other firemen reached

were not to be scen. Ammonia fumes
poured up through the hole and filled
the basement. The flames had melted
the couplings of one of the ammonia
pipes connecting with the cold storage
plant of the market. The financial loss
will be about $2,000.

PRINCELY GIFTS FROM
JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER

He Has Given Over Ninety Million
Dollars for Educational and
Religious Purposcs.

John D. Rockefeller’'s gift of $32,000,-
000 to the cause of education in the
United States is,
the largest single gift to such a cause
in history. The largest gift was that
of $33,000,000, by Mrs. Leland Stanford,
to the Stanford University, in Califor-
nia, that institution being established
in memory of the donor’'s dead son. Al-
though the single Stanford gift is larg-
er by a million dollars than Rockfel-
ler’s latest benefaction, the Oil King is
the greatest of all givers to education,
for he had previously given $11,000,000
to the General Educational Board. The
only condition that is attached to the
grant is that two-thirds of it shall be
applied to specific purposes by the di-
rection 'of John D. Rockefeller, or of his
son, John D. Rockefeller, jr. The other
third goes to the endowment of the
| board, with 'the $11,000,000 previously
| presented.

The board to which this vast sum of
money is entrusted is composed of
some of the most prominent education-
ists in the United States, and wad
formed for the purpose of advising in-
tending philanthropists in the disposi-
tion of their charities. The idea was
that indiscriminate giftswwere wasteful,
and that a man’s personal leaning to-
ward one college or one denomination
was not the best guide if he wished his
money to do the most good to the
cause of education generally. The
board got $1,000,000 from Mr. Rocke-
feller . to.start ' with, and soon after-
wards another $10,000,000 was handed
out, The third gift came as a com-
plete surprise to the board, and was
announced in a hundred-word letter.
Figures prove that as Rockefeller sur-
passes all other men as a getter of
money, he also surpasses them as a
giver. It is on record that he has given
$91,000,000 for educational and religious
purposes, and the benefactions of which
there is no public record are said to
amount to many millions more.

The Rockefeller gift will not be par-
ticipated in by the state colleges, his
idea being that the state has a duty
in that matter that should not be shift-
ed to other shoulders. The benefaction,
by raising the standard in non-state
colleges, may force the standard up in
those state-supported institutions that
are within their zone of influence. An-
other tendency is being anxiously dis-
cussed. It is supposed that a lot of)
small, struggling colleges will be forced |
to the wall, because all of them can-|
not benefit, and those that do will |
draw away pupils from the less fortun-
ate. {

In the New York Herald the fololw-“
ing list of gifts by Americans for edu-‘
cation in the past few years is publish-[
ed: !
Mrs. Leland Stanford, Stanford ]

University $33,000,000 |
Andrew Carnegie, to different in- |

stitutions, including $15,000,000

for college professors 28,773,000 i
Stephen Salisbury, different insti- {

LULIONS . fievesinnend shecestinses 20,000,000 |
Mrs. J. W. Winthrop, Princeton. 3,750,000 !
Josephine L. Newcome, ™Tulane

University . 3,000,000
3,000,000

colleges
Daniel B. Fayerweather, to dif-
ferent colleges

Pratt family,“Pratt Institute ....
Samuel 8. Cupples, Washington
University, St. Louis

Robert S. Brookings, Washington
University, St._Louis . 2,500,000
H. C. Frick, Chicago University 2,500,000
Mrs. E. M. Anderson, Barnard
College 2,500,000
Alumni of narvard, gift to Har-
vard in 1306

James Clark, Clark University..
Mrs. Amanda Reed, Reed Insti-
tute, Oregon

Gen. I. J. Wister,
School of Anatomy
Mrs. Russell - Sage, Rensselaer
Polytechnic Institute and
Emma Willard school, Troy ..

E. M. Paxson, to  found Farm
College 53
Joseph Pulitzer, School of Jour-
nalism, Columbia 2,000,000

J. Pierpont Morgan, Harvard
and New York Trade school ..

John A. Creighton, Creighton
University

J. A. Woolson, Boston schools..
W. F. Milton, Harvard

Duc de Loubat, Columbia Uni-
versity

Armour family,

3,000,000

3,000,000
3,000,000

2,500,000

2,400,000
2,350,000

2,000,000 |
Pkhiladelphia
2,000,000
2,000,000

2,000,000

1,500,000

1,500,000 |
1,200,000
1,125,000

1,100,000
Insti- }
.. 1,000,000 |
Walters, Johns |
University 1,000,000 |
Miss May P, Ropes, different in-
stitutions
C. H. Hackley, Muskegon Insti-
tute
Seth Low, Columbia University.
E. F. Searles, to found High
school at Methuen, Mass. .
F. W. Vanderbilt, Yale
McCormick family, McCormick
Theological Seminary
James Milliken, willed to educa-
tion
H. C. Frick, J. Pierpont Morgan,
Henry Walker, W. K, Vander-
bilt, James .Stillman, John D.
Rockefeller and Harvard Uni-
versity for American Academy

Armour

of Arts in Rome ..... PR 2 B8 1,000,000

the holz to assist them in directing the|
hose upon the blaze, Damm and Baker |

with one exception,

MORE REVENUE
FOR CORPORATION

e e

Thought That Assessments on Land Will Be In-
creased by Twenty-Five-Per

(Cent.

His Worship, Mayor Morley recently
made the statement that this year it

zeéns have been worrying as to just
where this is to come from. It is
stated by some who claim to be “in the

tain a sphinx-like muteness upon the
subject, that the increase is to come
not tarough a higher rate of taxation,
but through an increase all round upon
assessments on land. The percentage
of increase is placed at 25.

At the present time the city’s main
source of revenue is of course the tax-
ation of 2 per cent. upon land values,

693,000, and the taxation of 2 per cent.
on fifty per cent. of the value of im-
provements, assessed last year at $7,-
882,000. The total revenue from these
sources was $292,000.

By natural increase the latter amount
is swelled by the number of buildings
which were erected last year. While
in the report this is placed at about
$600,000, it must not be forgotten that
$250,000 of these arose from the Em-

was expected the eity revenue would be |
increased by about $40,000, and the citi- |

know,” though the civic officials main- |

which last year were assessed at $10,- |

l

1

|
|

|
|

rress hotel, which of course is exempt
from taxation while in course of erec-
tion.

So that if the assessment on lar
values is increased by 25 per cent. t

| civic revenue will be:

From land values, nt. on
918,806,250 .

From improvements

o) per cent. of $8,232,

Total revenue .ii.iiicteds: oo} Fosox.$34

The increased revenue at the com-
mand of the council would therefore be
in the neighborhood of $57,145.

There is an element in the counecil,
however, strongly in favor of reducing
the percentage of improvements which
are taxable. They favor reducing this
to 25 per cent. of the assessed value,
which if carried out would reduce the
above sum by nearly $46,000.

The above estimate does not take ac-
count of the increased taxes which will
arise from the wvarious estates which
have been subdivided during the realty
activity, which would increase
assessable valuation by
more than 25 per cent.

heir
somewhat

RUSSIAN' OFFICERS
ARE ON TRIAL

CHARGES AGAINST
GENERAL STOESSEL

Is Accused of Cowardice and Inca-
pacity--Surrendered to Save
His Life.

St. Petersburg, Feb. 27.—A copy of
the secret report on the defence of Port
Arthur, which is the basis of the in-
dictment on  which Lieut.-General
Stoessel, Lieut.-General Fock, - who
commanded the Fourth East Siberian
division of Port Arthur, and Major
General Reiss, chief of staff of General
Stoessel, are standing trial for their
lives before the supreme court martial,
has been obtained by the Associated
Press.

It is of great interest as explaining
the decision to try these three officers
and prosecute the other defenders of
Port Arthur.

The report, which was written by
Lieut.-General Smyrnoff, the actual
commander of the fortress, is sensa-
tional in the extreme, and categorically
accuses Stoessel of cowardice and in-
capacity, and finally of the deliberate
and treasonable surrender to save his
own life and in defiance of the decision

of two successive councils of war.

The report shows that the high offi-
cers of the Port Arthur garrison in the
darkest days of the siege were almost
at each other's throats. Only the late
Major General Kondratenko, command-
er of the Seventh East Siberian Rifles,
had the confidence of the soldiers.

The indictments summed up in the
conclusion of General Smyrnoff are as
follows:

“A series of unpardonable blunders
outside the fortress due to the ignor-
ance and lack of military capacity and
martial prowess of Generals Stoessel
and Fock brought about the invest-
ment of the fortress several months
earlier than necessary, and after the
investment a desire for undeserved
glory moved Stoessel to interfere in
the defence with unfortunate resuits. |
Finally at the last period of the siegej
Stoessel usurped my authority with the|
assistance of Generals Fock and Reiss, |
and committed treason in surrendering’
suddenly and prematurely. I regard|
our defeat at Mukden as a direct result|
of this treason.”

Smyrnoff declares that when he pro-
hibited the withdrawal of provisions in
preparation for the siege Siloessel dis-
regarded the orders and allowed their
sale to the field army. He charged
also that Stoessel revoked an order for
the establishment of a hospital for con-
tagious diseases, because the site|
chosen would lessen the desirability as
a residence of Gen. Fock’s villa.

He relates numerous instances of
conflicts of authority and says that at
one period the relations between Stoes-
sel and the late Admiral Withoft, in
command of the Russian fleet, were
geverely strained. He also tells of se-
vere condemnation of Stoessel, his
plans for the defence of the fortress
and his failure to supplement the sup-
ply of provisions by General Kuropat-
kin and Admiral Alexieff, the viceroy
of the Far East, when they visited the |
fortress in June. Gen. Smyrnoff charges|
that Stoessel was guilty of the rankest
kind of cowardice, the most inexcus-|
able ignorance of engineering, of costly1
tactical errors, and that he sought to
bring credit to "himself for notable!
achievements of others, ‘

JAPANESE QUESTION.

Honolulu, Feb. 19, via San Francisco,
Feb. 27.—Nothing that has happened
for a long time in Hawaii has created
the widespread interest as’' Governor
Carter’s announcement in an interview
that he had been willing that his
daughter should marry a Japanese. It
is the subject of discussion everywhere.
The newspapers are bombarded with
communications condemning it.

| village in this province.

| peg and Regina,

ORDINARY AIR THE REMEDY,

Simple Treatment For Cerebro Spinal
Meningitis—Successful in
Number of Cases.

Salt Lake, Utah, Feb, 27.—That or-
dinary air is an effective remedy for
cerebro spinal meningitis is: the sub-
stance of a statement made before the
Salt Lake County Medical Society yes-
terday at a meeting called to discuss
the -epidemic which has raged here
since the beginning of the year. The
treatment indicated has been success-
fully employed by Dr. Harry N. Mays
in a number of cases. It is based on
the ‘knowledge that oxygen is fatal to
the bacteria which causes meningitis.
The ‘activity of the bacteria is confined
to the spinal column. Dr. Mays as
soon as possible after diagnosis inserts
a ‘hypodermic needle into the lumbar
region of the spinal cavity at the top
of the ililum and extracts ten cubic
centimetres of the cerebral fluid, then
injects three fourths of a grain of
cocaine to relieve the pain. The injec-
tion of three cubic centimetres of air
complefes the treatment. ‘Where the
conditions have been at all favorable,
this treatment has been followed by
rapid improvement although a long
period of rest is necessary to complete
the cure.

FORTY SAILORS
LOST THEIR LIVES

Most of Crew of Steamer Imperatrix
Perished--All the Passengers
Were Saved.

Cannea, Island of Crete, Feb. 26.—All
the passengers on board the Australian
steamship Imperatrix, which ran on a
rock Friday night near Cape Elaphon-
iso, were saved.

Forty members of the crew, of whom
thirty-two were Austrians and eight
Indians perished.

Among those rescued are the captain
and the first engineer of the Impera-
trix.

Foreign warships brought sixty-three
survivors here and others were trans-
ferred to the Australian Lloyd steam-
ship Castore, which was sent from
Trieste to assist in the work of rescue.
Several persons injured at the time of
the disaster are being attended here.

1t has been learned that the first boat
launched from the Imperatrix was
swamped immediately.

The vessel carried a valuable carga
of timber and sugar.

LOUIS CYR DYING.

Montreal, Feb. 26.—Louis Cyr, the
strongest man in the world, is dying of
dropsy at St. Jean De Matha, a little
He is only 43
vears old. Last Sunday he was thought
to be dying, but rallied a little since
then, but the end is said to be not far
off. Gus Lawson, the strong man who
was an associate of Cyr's for many

i years, visited him yesterday, and the

sick man was glad to see him, “But L
am a gonner, Gus,” said Cyr. He is
considered to be very wealthy.

BRIEF TELEGRAMS.

Thomas Noonan, a New York factory
watchman, was arrested Tuesday charged
with shooting his benefactor and best
friend. His vietim was Phillip McNally,
night engineer in the factory where
Noonan was employed. Noonan admits
the killing, but declares that he acted in
self-defence.

Messrs. Darling & Pearson, of Winni-
have  received instruc-
tions from the provincial department of
public works to prepare the plans for the
proposed new land titles office to be
erected in Regina at a cost of $100,000.

WINNIPEG'S POPTLATION.

Winnipeg, Feb. 26.—The city assessor
has given out the official statement of the
city’s population, placing the figure at
101,000.

A8 a result of these figures, a by-law
will be introduced soon to compel the
Winnipeg Electric Street Railway Com-
pany to operate its cars all night. Mayor
Ashdown notified the company to-day
that if the new fast schedule is not en-
forced by March 6th a fine of a hundred
dollars a day will be imposed on the com-
pany. ’
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