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frequent occurrence in this town.* It can
scarcely be necessarv for us to add, that any
powers which may be given to the justices
for this p\upoee ought to be qualified by a
right of ¢ppeal from their decision to the
Supree Court.

* Instances likewise so often occur of the desertion
of their wives and families by dissolute and unprinci-
to such a per-
nicious practice seems also to be exceedingly necessary.

pled men, that some legislative check,
2

IMPORTANT ! !!
UNITED XINGDOM.
IMPERIAL PARLIAMENT.

HOUSE OF LORDS.—TuEsp
Parliament was opened to-day, by Com-
mission, with the nsual formalities ; the
Commissioness heing the Loerd Chancellor,
the Duke ¢f Richmond, the Marquis of Lans-
downe, Earl Grey, and Lerd Auckland.

Shortlv after two o’clock the Lords Com-
missio ';.rs m;’»,ﬂ;o Lord Chancellor, with
about ha zen Peers. arrmved.

The Li', ‘H _f ok ,L’J'ﬁ. addressing
their Lord: sl t bis Majesty, not
thinkine fit '.1‘ in person, had di-
rected a Cénanission under the Great Seal
to be preparcd for the opening of Parliament,
which Commission would shortly be read.

The Noble and Learned JLord and the
Commissioners then took their :v'nr\‘: upon
which the Lord Chancellor directed Sir A
gustus Clifiord, the Usher of the Black Rod.
to summon the Members of r'i:e IHduse of
Commons to their !“‘u\!, [Bar, to hear
the (,'\;nl‘ni,~:»irm. read.

In the counr
of the l»;;:a-i\ Rod retuwrned, accompa
upwards of a hundred Members; ,
whem were Lord Althorp. Lord John Rus-
sell, Sir James Graham, the Attorney-Gene-
ral, Mr. Hume, Lord Morpeth and Sir F.
Burdett.

The Commission was then
Clerk at the table ; after whie".

The LORD CHANCELLOR said that as
soon as a sufﬁ( sient number of Members of
both Houses should be sworn, his Majesty
would de(‘hﬂe in person the cause of both
Houses o P‘ulld‘ueu* being assembled. It
belng nece \-ar\ that a .\neak r.of the House
of Conmmons should be elected, the Members
of the Commons would repair to the place
where they usually sat, and there proceed to

proper person to
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the choice of such fit and
be ”wp( aker of that House, and pregent him
at the Bar of the House of Lords, on Thurs-
day, at- two o'clock, for his .&Li,'«:j' s Royal
approbation.

The Mes n‘uxu of the Commons withdrew,
and the Lords Commissioners quitted their
seats.

Strangers were then e\(hldcu, and prayers
were read by the Bishop of Hereford.

The oaths were then administered to the
Lord Chancellor, who took his seat on the
woolsack.

The Lords Commissioners likewise took
the caths in the ‘course of the morning the
following Peers, among others, also took the
oaths, and’ subscribed their names on the
rolls of Parliament :—The Earl of Eldon, the
Bishops of Chichester, Hereford, Llandaff,
and London : Ti*cmmt Clifden, the*Earl of
Rowl\n. the (uis of Salisbury, V l\(‘(‘mllt
Strangford, of Albemarle, the Mar-
quis of 'i homond, and Lord Stuart de
Rothsay.

At four

: o clock the House adjourned *to
- Thursday,

at two o’'clock.

HOUSE OF COMMONS.

The gallery of the House was thrown open
at half-past one o’clock, and long before two
a greait number of Members :m.l entered the
Houm Amongst others we noticed Mr.
Cobbett, who took his seat upen the Trea-
sury beuach, close to the Chancellor of the
Exchequer. The old Members who have
been re-elected took possession, for the most
part, of the seats they had })LG"IOUSly oc-
cuple.i.

The Ilonse immediately proceeded to
choose a Speaker. The Rwht Hon. Charles
Manners Sutton was proposed by Lord Mor-
peth, and, Edward - John Littleton, ]qu |
Meniber for Staffordshire, by J. Hume Esq.,
after a verv long dmt‘l'ssmn the House, leld—
ed, and the numbers were

im the Right Hon. C. M. Sutton 241

¥or. Edward John Littleton, Esq. 31

Majority for Mr. Sutton 210

RINEPS SPEERGI.

OPENING OF PARLIAMENT.
Tuesday, February 5.

This day his ‘Majesty, accompanied by the
uspal, great Oficers of state, pw)f'eedefl from
the palace of St. James's, to open in person
the first refornied pa llmrmnt The crowd
assembled was more than ordinarily great,
and -their conduct was most nespectful and
decorpns. . His "via’esty, on_his way to’ the
House of Lords, was everywhere received
in thé most. flattesi: \g manner. -The passage
from:the, Palace 46 the Palace- -yard, was kept
by.a guard of honor of the Royal Horse
Guards. His Ma]'q*v was received, at the
entrance of the llvuse of Lerds, where he

'Iu(.m India Company.

arrived shortly after two, amid the customa-
ry Royal salufe from the guns in the Speak-
er's garden, by the Lord Chancellor, the
Lord Chamberlain, Earl Grey bearing the
Sword of ‘State, and proceeded tlmmoh the
Painted Chamber, which was nedrly filled
with ladies in full dress, who applauded his
Majesty on his passage to the Robing-room,
when, having put on the Crown, he entered
the House of Lords, and tgking his seat on
the Throne, the” Usher of the Black Rod
was sent to the House of Commons to noti-
fy to them that His-Majesty desired the
presence of his faithful Commons, at the bar
of the Lords.

The House of Commons, preceded by the
Speaker, then entered the House, making
their obeisances as they advanced to the bar
which having reached, his Majesty read the
following

SPEECH FROM THE THRONE

“ My Lords and Gentlemen,

¢ The period having now arrived at which
the business of the parliament is usually re-
sumed, I have called you together for the
discharge of the important duties with which
you are entrusted

“ Never, at any time, did subjects of great-
er interest and magnitude call for your at-
tention.

“ 1 have still to lament-the continuance of
the civil war in Portugal, which has for some
month existed between the Princes of the
House of Braganza. From the commence-
ment of this contest, I la\v abstained from
all interference, except suchcas was 1eqm'ul
for the protection of British subjects resi-
dent in Portugal, but vou may he dssmed
that T *'M” not fail to avail myself of any
opportu 1t '[ 1at may be offorded me, to as-
in res! to a with
which the illt(‘:‘(‘.\hx‘ of mv domini are so
intimately tonnected,

¢“ 1 have also to my anxious
endeavours to effect a definitive arrangement
between Holland and Belgium have hitherto
been unsuccesstul. I found myself at length
compelled, in conjunction with the King of
the French, to take measures for the execu-
tion of the Treaty of the 15th of Nov., 1831.

“The capture of the Citadel of Antwerp
has in part accomplished that object, but

the Dutch government still refusing to eva-
cuate the rest of the territories assigned to
Belgium by that treaty, the embargo which I
had directed to be 1111110%(«1 on the Dutch
commerce has been continued. Negocia-
tions are again commenced, and you may re-
ly on their being conducted, on my paxt, as
t‘lﬂy have uniformly been, with the single
view of insuring to Holland and Belgium a
separate existence, on principles of national
security and ind <})'~“:Tm1u' The good faith

and honour with which the I'rench govern-
ment has acted in those transactions, and the
assurances which 1 continue to receive from
the chief Powers of [urope of their friendly
dispositions, give nie confidence in the suc-
cess of my endeavours to preserve the gene-
ral peace. I have g¢iven directions that the
foreign papers, whicih are necessary for your
mhnm'mon, on the affairs of Holland and
Belgium, should be laid before you. -

‘“ The approaching term ination of the
Charter of the Bank of E:gland, and of the
\‘.'ili \vf:_tme a revision
hese Establishme:uts ; and I rely on your
\\1sdom for making such provision for the
important interests ¢onnected with them as
mayv appear, from experience and full consi-
deration, to be best calculated to ensure pub-
lic eredit, to improve and extend our com-
merce, & nd to promote the general prospe-
rity and power of the British Empire.

“Your attention will also be directed to
the state of the Church, more particularly as

regards its temporalities, and the mainte-
nance of the cler'TV The complaints which
have arisen from the collection of tithes ap-
pear to require a change of system, which,
without diminishing the means of maintain-
ing the established clergy in respectability
and usefulness, may prevent the collision of
interests, and the consequent disagreements
and dissatisfaction which have too frequently
prevailed between the Ministers of the
Church and their parishioners.

¢TIt may also be necessary for you to con-
sider what remedies may be applied for the
correction of acknogrledged abuses, and whe-
ther the revenues of the church may not ad-
mit of a more equitable and judicious dis-
tribution.

“In_ your deliberations on these impor-
tant subjects it cannot be necessary for me
to impress upon you the duty of carefully
atteniding to the security of the church esta-
blished by law in these realms, as to the true
interests of religion.

“¢In relation to Ireland, with a view of re-
moving the causes of complamt which had
been so generally felt, and which had been
attended with such unfortunate consequences,
an act was passed during the last session of
parliament for carrying into effect a general
composition for tithes To complete that
salutary work, I recommend to you, in con-
junction with such other amendments of the
law as may be found applicable to that part
of my dominions, the adoption of a measure
by which, upon the principie of a just com-
mutation, the possessors of land may be en-
abled to free themselves from the burthen of
an annual payment. \

“In the further reforms that ‘mav be ne-
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cessary, you will probably find that, although
the Established Church of Irelapd is. by law
permanently united with thatf§of anldnd,
the peculiarities of the respedive circum-
stances will require a separate consideration.
There are other subjects hardly less impor-
tant to the general peace and welfare/ﬂi: Ire-
land as affec ting the admlmatmtml(of jus-
tice, and the local taxation of that country,
to which your attention will be also required.

“ Gentlemen of the House of Commons,
- ¢ I-have directed the estimates for the ser-
vice of the year to be laid before you. They
will be framed with the most anxious atten-
tion to all useful economy. Notwithstand-
ing the large reduction in the estimates
the last year, I am mq)pv to inform you that
tall the extraordinary services which the ex-
igencies of the fimes required ‘have been
amply provided for.

““The state of the Revenue, as compared
with the public expen(lit'n'o has hitherto
fully realised the expectations that were
formed at the close of the last session.

“ My Lords and Gentlemen,

“In this part of the United Kingdom,
with very few exceptions, the public peace
has been pn*.»,(l\wl and it will be your
anxious but grateful duty to promote by all
practicable means, habits| of industry and
good order amongst the Ll.mmmg classes of
the community.

“ On my part I shall be ready to co-oberate
to the utmost of my power in’ obviating alk
just causes of comphunt and 1n plmnotmﬂ
all well considered measures of improvement.
But it is my painful daty to observe that the
disturbances in Ireland to which I adverted
at the close of the last session have greatly
111(‘1‘ cased,

“ A spirit of insubordination and viclence
has risen to the most fearful height, render-
ing life and property insecure, defying the
authority of the law, and threatening the
most fatal cons se(uences if not pro: uljtly and
effectually repressed. :

“T'feel confident that to your loyalty and
patrictism T shall not resort in vain for as-
siStance in these afllicting circumstances,
and that you will be ready to adopt such
measures of salutary pr“cautmns, and to en-
trust to me such amhtu\ndl powers as may
be found necessary for  controuling and
punishing the disturbers of the public peace ;
and for preserving and strengthening the
legislative union between the two countries,
which with ydr support, and under the
blessings of Dixine Providence, I am deter-
mined to maintain, by all the measures’ in
my power, as int \leO;l!')IV connected with
the peace, security, and well being of my
people

>

From Merie's Heekly Bequster.
1e Ministry have nobly redeen:ed their
pledge to the pu‘n‘ ¢ on the subject of Re-
form, Earl Gray said that he considered
the Re{'urm Bill only as a means to an end,
and he has kept his word. Oh, the poor
Bishops! How pro'me’tic was the article
which we published on the year 1835 !—that
Radical destructive altl(‘lo as the Tories
called 1it, in which we wol\e of the dldmdy
of the Church, and dcs“.xbel the consterna-
tion of the Bishops flying befere Reform.
Ten Bishops extinguished fmt of twenty-two
—two fat Bi"h(,prlv; cut down one-third—
the highly bene h( ed Clergy made to pay a
tax upon thei and a total refor-
mation eiﬁeetei i‘ the InJl Church! ' This
for Ireland—England will come next. Old
Canterhuu already sees his revenue reduced,
and dreads the return of those simple times
when the ministers of God were content
with the honor of preaching his holy word
—when the head and founder of our religion
rode meekly auu humbly before ;men upon
an ass, and addressed assembled multitudes
from a mount. Well does he know that the
reign of priestly pomp approaches to its end
and hard has he struggled to avert his fall.
But the day of refermation is at hand. The
Millennium of Reformers is near, and the
aristocracy of the priesthood will soen cease
to exercise an influence over the temporal
affairs of their flocks. But if we rejoice
that Church Reformation has begun, it is not
because we desire injury to the Church.—
We loathe and detest the worldly pomp of
some of the superior clergy; we abhor the
grinding and grasping conduct of many of
the heads of the Church; we condemn the
abuses of the Establishment, and ardently
desire to see thém lopped off; but we admire
and profess the creed of the Established
Church, and desire its welfare. . We are not
among those who would reform in order to
effectually destroy it. Fools and rogues
may wish for the overthrow df the Church
—the first, because they are incapable of
appreciating its value to the community at
large; the second, because they know that
the anarchy which they desire can only be
the result of the destruction of the Church.
This class, however, is not large, and even
among the fools there are many “who are not
quite so witless as not to know that, if the
Church should fall, there would be little
protection even for themselves. Society is
held together by links, one of which i
Church dominion—take that away, and so-
ciety, as" it is now established, will fall to
the ground :
There is now a more general opinion en-
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tertained than ever, that.a proposition will

of

be made by ministers to parliament, for an
extension of the Charters to the Bank and
East India (Jompdme,s for a short period,

until further time is allowed for the discus-
sion on these most Important subjects.  The
multifarious questions before parliament.
would, but for this ar rangement protract the
session to the very end of the year. The
mercantile interest seems fully prepared for
the annouiicement as far as 1ecrdrdb the East
India Company.—Cronicle.

It is undersinod that the first proceedings
in the Upper House of Parliament goniem
plutod by the ()pnmmnn Peers, will: be a
notice of ‘motion on the foreien policy
adopted by Government. : : :

Lortugal.

OPORTO, Fen: 4
Now for the few facts that have oceurred
since my last of the 29th.  Admiral Sorto-
rius has not come on shore, but there are
accounts from him. It is denied that the
fleet did not obey the signal to them when
made, but that, on the ((mt'al\ they Lore
down on the instant. The fact of 1nntiny
1s, however, indisputable, and 15.000 dollirs
are in readiness to be sent out to aj pease
the discontent, but the weather has N(n S0
bad as not to al'ow the transmission of the
money. The army has been newly organiz-
ed, as you will perceive by the Cronica, No.
29 The Duke of Terceira is-to commdnd
the 1st division, consisting of three brigales
with the Qneen N Lancers and a brloade of
light artillery of 4 guns, 2 hothzers and 3
hill guns. The 2d division, under Count
Saldanha, to consist also of three brigades
of infantr v, with the 10th cavalry (about 50
horses), and the same proportion of artillery
as the first. The 3d division, to be com-
mandea by .Gen., Stubbs, to consist of two
brigades, the first consisting of British, the
seumd of the ist and 2d regiments Queen’s
Light Infantry, with the 11th cavalry (about
50 h()‘sks) and a brigade of artillery, with*
the reserve park - of field artillery. * The
Queen’s Light Infantry consists of French
and othor i()rmgners The 1st is composed
chiefly of I'rench, the 2d of Belgians, Ger-

‘mans, and yvnple of almost every nation,

m\ e English, Portuguese and F rench. 'ihls
latter regiment does not seem likely to prove

very benvhvml as several desertions have
taken place from it, whole pickets having
gone over together. Telles Jordao had a
flag fixed near Lordello as the point at which
all theBritish and French were to present
themselves:-at least so. he made lhis people
believe. This was discovered, and means .

taken to prevent any mischievous conse-

quences, but some, I regret to confess, have
resulted.” The enemy must have doent&
both active and (’armo in the nelwhhmurh(md
of the Foz and Lf)rdelln but none, I fear,
so injurious as the want of pay, and the qua-
lity of pl‘O\lleIlS within our lines. This
will be manifest when vou learn that the
contagion has mrear1 to the British batalli-
ons, frum which parties of four, three, and
six, have deserted on Thursday, Friday, and
Saturday nights. On the other hand, while
some of the e'wewm were an‘usm r themselyes
on Wednesday .ﬂlmdermv a” house at Tior-
dello, they were wrm‘lsed by a picket of
I‘rench and driven oﬁ l(—’d\]ll‘f three of their
number dead. (apmm (xeurgp_ of the
navy with a -feeling which does him ‘credit,
has volunteered, in consideration of the
present exigencies, to serve without- pay.
He is to have the command of the gun-
boats now gvz*f‘p:n'i::;_, t ~of which i¢
called the Warner,
whose new
tained, has made a similar offer, with th
gratuitous e\penr}mn“ of all his J,mhru
prmu‘ed he 1s a..lmwu the proper means of
carrving his })l(n,s in execution; if not, he
me.® I much wish that some of the
vessels with fodder, which are off, could
land even part of their cargoes, as that
brought from E ngland 1s (’\hdll\t(’( 1, and In-
dian fgrass, with oats damaged by sea-water,
produce a bad effect upon the horses. Fresh
decrees have been published against fore-
stallers, and no one is now allowed to pur-
chase aught that may be landed, until it ar-
rives within the city. I mentioned; some
time ago, that a subscription for the poor
was on foot, and am happy now to say thet:
means have been taken to supply them with
food, an object most desirable, especially
when cholera has begun to commlt its rava-
ges. The Government has given the Carme-
lite Convent as a depot, and the preparations
are now nearly complete for the distribution
of soup, &c. Speaking of cholera, I must
observe that the Consul will not give clean
bills of health any longer, and this has
caused some murmurs; but of course he
must do his duty. Admiral Parker having
heard of the distress of the poor, sent 100
cruzados as his subscription towards their
relief. The officers of the squadron here
did not wait for his example to come for-
ward in the same good cause.” As to provi-
sions, they continue extremely high, and of
inferior quality: poor beef cannot be had
under 15 or 16 vintems the pound ; it has
not been, for some time,,except very rarely,
served out in rations ; the substitute is bac-
calao. There has been a small rise in the
‘'price of this latter article, but nothing to
mdicate approaching scarcity, which would
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