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' (Cansdisn Press)

HOUSTON FIRE L0SS
"~ OF FIVE MILLIONS

ber Industries Included

Large Section of Southern City Swept by Flames
Today—One Church, Several Factories and Lum-

(Canadian Press)

Houston, Tex., ¥Feb. 21—Fire which strat-
ed about one 8. m. in a one story' building
‘adjoining the Southern ‘Pacific tracks,
swent the populace section of the ( fifth
ward of Houston early this morning and
at three o’clock it was estimated that 1,-
000 persons weére homeless, and the loss at
that hour was placed at $1,000,000.

The fire, swept by a wind blowing at
the rate of thirty-five miles an hour, has
eaten its way one mile across the town,
and covered an area seven blocks wide. At
seven o'clock the fire was believed to be
under control.

8o far as known there were no casual-
ties, The underwriters have refused to de-

Rogers Paint Company; Magnolia - Com-
press; Hudson’s pencil factory, Houston
Packing Company, Ed. H. Harrell, lumber
yards; Standard Compress; The Co-Operaft-
ive Manufacturing Company mill; 8t. Pat-
rick’s Catholic - church = and a Catholie
Bchool operated in conjunction with the
church. 3

At nine o’clock: a conservative estimate
of the loss was set at $5,000,000. Most of
this ‘was involved in the destruction of sev-
‘eral factory buildings.

At Buffalo Bayou, a small stream that
sets off a residential and manufacturing
section of ‘the city into ‘“East End” the
fire was finally checked. ‘At this stream
firemen organized for their supreme effort.

When the flames had passed through the}

Shreveport, La., Feb
are dead and: aboub
result of a tortiado; .
the western outskirts
night.

:eh injured ;s th;
ich swept througl
Shreveport last

All the dead were fibgroes with the ex-
ception ‘of the two months’ old baby of A.
3. Manheim, whoe Tiome was demolished.

e baby’s body was found a block from
the Manheim residence. ,

GOAL

SEEK TO SETTLETH

DIFFICULTY

Men and Owners Agree
Trouble Chiefly Centres

to Meet Government—
in Wales—Some Western

(Canadian Press) |

London, ieb. 21—The English' coal own-
ers represented on the conciliation board,
issuéd a statement last night embodying
the conditions under which they are will-
ing to concede a minimum wage. . The
statement is a' long and technical docu-
ment, the most important ‘item of which
is the requirement of a guarantee from the
miners as to a minimum output.

Among the many solutions of the diffi-
culty suggested is the interesting one that

mentally for three months in order to test
ite practicability, the government dnder-
taking to guarantee the coal miners against

Canada Men Wanted Sympathetic Strike

the minimum wage should be tried experi-|

double this rate as they purchase only in
small quantities.

The coal owners met in conference to-
day ‘to consider the general situation in
the trade and also to dis®iss the invita-
tion of Premier Asquith, who has request:
ed them to meet him and some of his col-
leagues at the foreign office. tomorrow in
order to endeavor to arrange a basis of
settlement. The committee of the Interna-
tional Miners’ Federation is also meeting
today, and will decide whether or not th‘e
continental coal miners will support their
British comrades in the event of a strike.

Both the coal owners and the miners
have signified their acceptance of Premier
Asquith’s invitation to meet him and a
number of his colleagues -in’ the cabinet

REOERCTIN
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Four Days of Horse Races
- During Dominion ‘Day
Week
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PRSES OF $3200

Attend Funeral of Gregory Mec-
Peake — The Jobn Palmer:
Company Business — River’
Commission ' ¥

- (Special to Times). .

. Fredericton; N. B, Feb. 2—The Frad-\
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Alfred . Burley loss thereby. at the foreign office tomorrow. | riotan Terk. Asodietion Will fale 46 ]e‘ o

London, feb. 21—Alan Ostler, special cor-
respondent of the London’ Daily Express

. with the Turkish ‘army in Tripoli, sends a
'graphié gecount of the war goddess of the

gra
Sulten’s ~African forces; an Arab Joan of
~Arc Jeading a recent dash

contracted’ while “mursing sick " an
:vh:\md " soldiers on the bospital ship
Menfi. § Bt R

;"l,:e dition of the duchess, who was
one of the first to volunteer as a nurse
after the opening of hostilities between
Jtaly Turkey, is.not thought to ‘bLe
serious, but it is wearing on her constitn-
tion. e

 STRATHEONA BETR

D&tors, However. ‘Anxions About
Canadian High issi

' Jiondon, Feb, 91—Lord Stratheons, Can-
adian High Commissioper, who-is suffering
from an. attack of influenza comtimues to
tause considerable anxiety  to the physi-
ciant in attendance owing to the patient’s
pze but an improvement has set in and his
‘udil* strength is being maintained.
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Forenoon Bulletin from Toronto.

Forecasts—Fair today; Thursday, easter-
y to southerly gales with snow and rain.
Synopsis—A severe storm which is de-
eloping in the Mississippi Valley promises
tormy weather in the maritime provinces.
1o the Grand Banks and American ports,
vind gradually shifting to easterly and
acreasing to gales on Thursday.

Sdint John Observatory.

The Time Ball on Customs building is
oisted half its elevation at 1245, full
levation at 12.59, and drops at 1 p.m.
tandard time of the 60th Meridian, equiv-
{ent to 5 hours Greenwich mean time.

Local Weather Report at Noon.

Wednesday, Feb. 21, 1912,
lighest temperature during last 24 hrs 34
.owest temperature during last 24 hrs 23
lemperature SH0ON ..l il
hmc.iity at noon .. .73
.acometer readings at noon (sea and
32 degrees Fah.), 30.02 inches, :
gind at noon—Direction west, velocity
{xteen miles per hour; fine.
ame date last year, highest temperature

dontreal.... 36
Juebes 36
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" |annnal meeti

clare an estimate of the loss. Among the
mills, factories and plants either, totally
destroyed or seriously damaged by.the’ fire

are: :

McFadden Southern: Compress and Ware-
house Company; Brag., syrup mill;
Houston and Leggett, Lumber . company;

million dollar manufacturing “plants and
roads of flimsy cottages and came to the
stream it leaped across in narrow, places.
Cataracts of water playing on the onrush-.
ing wall of fire, however, drove it back and
for the first time gince the firemen began
their fight they gained .control.

LOVAL. ORANGE LODGE

Annual A
son Cotitity Master — Curling
Wik s

Chatham, N. B., Feb. 21—(Special)—The
of Northumberland county
L. 0..L. was held last evening and was
onme of the best attended/c
meeting held for gome timhe. T
tion . from all over the
. of: the primary lodges

officers was conducted by Rev. Ri'
, a8 follows: ‘Adam I
, Alvin Babkirk, C. M., Ross Hard

m',rh‘h-uf"mwwﬁe\mﬂm yesterday
morning, afternoon’ and - evening and won
by 137 to 112. The contest was for the
Lawlor medal. :

NEED YOUR EIES
ON THE GO LIS

Blindfold Match Played in Eng-
land Yesterday Proved

Fiasco b

o

London, Feb. 21—A blindfold golf match
between Tindall Atkingon an amateur, and
a professional named Toogood was played
at Sunningdale yesterday ended in a fias-
co and gstablished more firmly the maxim
that a player must keép his eye on the
ball. 4
Toogood, who is a first class professional
made several individual shots while blind-
folded but for the rest, was frequently out
in his reckoning, being beaten eight up
and seven to play. He did not win a single
hole and sueceeded in halving only three.
Atkinson, it must be explained in justice
to Toogood, is a scratch amateur player.

SPRING FASHONS

Paris, Feb. 21—Taffeta is: apparently to
be in great demand for new spring dress-
es. Dress masters declare this material,
more than any others, makes a woman
look young. It is declared that the time
has come to return to more aristocratic
fashions. The clinging skirt is said to
have become vulgar, and a more flowing
line s being seen in the new styles. Worth
says: “We are in a transition stage and
must await the first' spring meeting to
discover any marked tendency: of fashion.
For the present, we are contenting our-
selves with creating pleasing frocks’ wheh
above all are less tight fitting.

DRIVER REPORTED
John Woods, a coal driver, has been re-
ported by I. C. R. policeman Smith for
driving on the I. C, R. tracks this morn:
ing at half-past eleven o’clock.

ing—Adam Dicken- Speech of Ex-PMidel;t Today n 4

Ohio Constitutional Conven- -+

there has |judges

Dickeson, | ;

|vision made

© TEBILAT: TRSS

. hon . 4
A despatch
BAYSI~— -
Speaking before b
al Convention today, former ¢
Roosevelt expressed his approval of
progressive pr‘:zume including init

to J. M. Robinson & Sons,

ment dwelling with freel
feet in B8t. James sire

refused an offer -
is property for
amount. . |

and g large
Biave been dis-
hagers.

welfare; that him ts ‘are  supreme
over .all ‘other rights; that wealth
be the servant;: not the master, of the
people. . o
business in the interest: of the public by
means of long drawn law-suits without
any accompaniment of administrative con-
trol and regulation, and without any at-
tempt to discriminate between the hongst
man who has succeeded in business, be-
cause of rendering a service to thé publiv,
hand the dishonest man who bas succeded
in business by cheating the public.

“I do not believe in making mere size,
of and by itself, criminall, The mere fact
of size, however, does unquestionably ¢sr-
ry the' potentiality of such grave wrong-
doing that there should be by law, pro-
for strict supervision and
regulation of “these great industrial’ con-
cerns doing interstate business, much &s
we now regulate transportation agencies,
which are engaged in, intérstate business.”

VALUABLE CRED DAMAGED

With potatoes selling in St. John at from
$2.80 to $3 a barrel it will be realized with
a loss: there is in the damaging of a cargo
of 8,290 bags, each weighing' 180 ‘pounds,
which were nipped by. frost, and which
were brought to this port on the steamer
Hesperian. Fifteen cars:had been loaded)
with the potatoes before it was learned
that they had been frozen.

People 1nterested, including F. ‘A,
Ward, representing Crooks & Co., to whom
the lot was consigned; Charles MecLangh-
lin, representing Lloyds; 'T. Collins 2nd
T. B. Robinson, acting for insurance ¢om-
panies, 8. K/ Wilson, port warden, 8.
Wetmore and others connected with the
C. P. R. examined the potatoes yesterday
afternoon, and after lcarning what they
could about the matter, decided that ~hey
had been frozen in being shipped befsre
reaching Liverpool, possibly between Ire-
land -and Liverpool.

RETURNED FROM WEST.

L. P. D. Tilley returned today at noon
after a trip west as far as Regina. He
was rather surprised, he said, to note
throughout the west that there was no ad-
vertising of the maritime provinces, prob-
ably because of the fact that the tendency
is in that territory to “boom everything for
the west alone.” Those with whom he
had conversed had learned of the boom in

St. John only through indirect sources.

OF VALLEY

MR. GRIMMER HOME; TALKS

RAILWAY CONTRACT

Fredericton, Feb. 21— (Bpecial)—Attor-
ney, General Grimmer, who returnéd to-
day from Ottawa, confirmed a report from
Ottawa to the effect that an agreement in
leasing and operation of the 8t. John Val-
ley railway by the federal government had
been entered into with the minister of
railways.

The attorney gemeral said Mr. Gould,
before leaving Ottawa for the west, had
signed the agreement on behalf of the com-
pany. It will be brought here for the ap-

seighteen, lowest eight ;' clear,
D. L. HUTCHINSON, Director.

proval of the local government and will be
returned to Ottawa for approval of the

council and the signature of the minister
of railways.

In addition to leasing and operating the
road the government will assist in con-
struction of steel bridges across the 8St.
John and Kennebeccasis rivers,

The supreme court resumed this morning
with the full bench present except Judge
Barry. In the case of Mann vs. The St.
Croix ‘Paper Co., J. B. M. Baxter, K. C,,
for the defendant, moved to set aside a
verdict for the plaintiff and enter a verdict
for the defendant or for a new trial Mr.
Baxter was arguing when the court rose, -

A small building at the foot of Westmor-

should |

“It is absurd to endeavor to regulate :

- p—— |

H.: ‘Maxwell Clark, of Ottawa, who is
promoting the plans for a matiomal high-
way from the Atlantic to the Pacific, ar-
rived: in the city today to_enlist the sup-
port.of this city. A resolution bearing on
this matter was presented to the council
of the board of trade this ‘morning, but
the members decided that it was a mat-
ter which ‘should receive ‘the ‘attention of
the ‘full board and it will be brought up
at the next ‘general meeting. :

SHECRNG 1S NARRED

° Hamilton, Ont., Feb. 21—William Sher-
ring, of Athens marathon  fame, was
married yesterday in St. Mary’s Cathe-
dral to Miss Theresa Miller of this city.

GO0D FOR THE FLKS

“Turkey

Niagara, Falls, Feb. 21—The

Trot,” “Bunny Hug” and “Grizzly Bear,”|

were officially tabooed by the Elks at their
ball here. They refused to permit the latest
dances.

MRS. CLEVELAND
CAUSES MAN'S ARREST

Meo, Crover Cleveland.

William Labey, a Princeton (N. J.)
township farmer, is under arrest here
at the instance of Mrs, Grover Cleve-
land, widow of former President Cleve
land, and Mrs. Patten, wife of Dr
Frances Patton, president of the Prince-
ton Theological ' Seminary. He ' will
have his sanity inquired into because
of threats to take the lives of his fam
ily, repeated to Mrs. Cleveland and
Mrs, Patton by the man's wife, who
serves garden produce to some of the
leading families of Princeton.

Knack out for Kubiak
Atlanta, Ga., Feb. 21—Al Kubiak of Phil-

adelphia knocked out “Soldier’” Delaney of

land street belonging to Bert Atherton was
badly damaged by fire at noon today.

New York in the seventh round of a sched-
uled ten round bout last night. /

|to the principle of a minimum wage, 1ké

. {coal, but these are required for the most
_{urgent work in hand .

od | Youthful Aviator Crosses T¢

‘| Gee was arrested by Inspector Foster of

- | Justice Shaw at Bath and was sentenced

While the English owners are not averse

Welsh owners are irreconcilable, but it iy
said that chancellor Lloyd George is toy
ing to win the Welshmen to some compro-

mise. ;5

The admiralty has chartered two steam-
ers, “the ‘Teespool and . the Bleamoor, to
bring American coal to England.

Most of the factories have supplies of

In London and ‘other cities, the price of:
coal has alréady reached $8 a ton and the
poorer ‘classes of people are paying almost

S gg>sted Sypathetic Strike in Canada

Lethbridge, Alb., Feb. 21—At the cou-
vention of miners of District 18, mow in
session here, u lively discussion took place
yesterday afternoon on a resolution read
from the Michel local umnion to agree to
a general strike on April 1, as a protest
against the manner in which British min-
'ers are being treated at present.

A ballot was finally taken amid great
excitement, and the resolution was killed
by 'a vote of 38 to 29. ' The convention
will | abide' by whatever action the inter-
pational body may take respecting strikes.

PRST BRD MANOVR
 THE GREAT. LAKES HAS
HARD. EXPERENC

Canada But Comes to Grief on

lce—Lies There Unconscious

Erie, Pa, Feb. 21—Eard Sandt, a younrk
tul‘iokor, Yhe BME tfd%&i‘ny over

t

air and twenty miiles east of his’ course,
the engine of his biplane stopped. For
a time, he glided toward the ice-covered
lake, but suddenly the machine turoed
turtle, and ‘he was buried uncohscious in
‘the wreckage,

How long: he remained in this condition,
Sandt does not know. When he recover-
ed, the was literally saturated with bleod
from many ‘cuts,  Guided by his pocket
compass, he walked ten miles to the Un-
ited States shore, reaching Northeast at
ten o'clock last night. ‘
. He was found staggering along the shore
by boys who were skating. He was ar-
ried to a hotel, and word telephoned to
this city. Sandt is not injured seriously.
He was brought here from Northeast at
midnight ‘in a special car. Thousands of
persons, a brass band and loud blasts from
shop whistles: greeted him.

MADE TROUBLE ON
CPR. TRAIN AND WAS
PROMPTLY DEALT WITH

Silas Gee Gets Two Months in
Jail for Cutting up on Branch
Line Express in Carleton Coun-

ty

Hartland, N. B., Feb. 21—(Special)—On
the southbound express yesterday, Silas

the C. P. R, on a charge of cutting up
high  jinks among .the passengers, being
'dfunk and disorderly. He was tyied before

to. two months in jail without option of a

| 'Killed, 17 Cars

MUST LET FIRE IN
- BURN.ITSELF OUT
wr;cung-cmT Cannot, Raach:

Scene of  Accident—Four Men
B l'B

. North Adamis, ‘Mass., Feb.' 21—Fiecce
fires ‘'and heavy explosions i the debris

to ! ‘burned ¢frs were abandoned
until the fire has burned itself’ont. Al-
ready séventeen freight/cars have been de-
stroyed. Railroad officials say: that it
would be .impossible to:reach the wrezk-
age. before Saturday or Sunday.

That the list of dead  will not excesd
four is believed, M. E. Rathbirn, of
Rotterdam -Jet., N. Y., conductor of the
freight train. who was thought at first to
haye been killed, is alive. The dead were:

Arthur L. Simonds, 50, of Williams-]
town; engineer of eletric motor on the
passenger train; ' Henry Gregg, 42, of So-
tia, N. Y. assistant engineer; Luther Dav-
is, 22, of Greenfield, who was learning to
operate the electric -engine, and Reuben
Kemp, 61, of North Adams, flagman of
the freight train.

The cause -of the collision 'has mot yet
been determined, according to a statement
issued today by the railroad officials: The
accident occurred about $2,500 feet inside
the western entrance to the tunnel.

Beteause of the intense heat and. dense
smoke from the burning wreckage, it has
been impossible for the wrecking crews to
get within 400 feet of the wreck.  Lurge
rocks freed by the heat, have fallen on the
tracks and have made the attempted trip
inside . dangerous: i

NEW ZEALAND LIELY
T0 HAVE. NEW PREMIER

Wellington, N. Z., Feb. 21—In. thé houge
of representatives  yesterday, :during a
discussion of a motion on want of confi-
dence in the government, Sir Joseph Ward
declared that, if the vote went aghinst the
government, he would retire from the pre-
miership in favor of a liberal labor com-
bination and become a private member.

Hon. Thos. McKenzie; it is said, will
succeed Sir Joseph Ward as premier. The

| week.

fine.’ i
! "The company intends that rowdyism on
the' trains will be effectually suppressed.

SR MONTAGUE ALLAN -
N THE GTY TODAY

In his private car “Qu ’Appelle,” attach-
ed to the Atlantic express at noon today,
Sir Montague Allan passed through the
city on his way to Stellarton, N. 8., from
Montreal, in company with three of the
directors of the company. He said they
were on their way Lo inspect the proper-
ties of the Acadia Coal Co. there, and as
a result of their visit some interesting de-
velopments would likely take place.

They are planning to develop the coal
areas as much as possible, and have re-
cently appointed a new manager to direct
the business at the mines. Sir Montague
had nothing to say regarding steamship
matters other than that they expected by
next spring to have their two new steam-
ers ready, each of them 18,000 tons, and
these would be running to this port next
winter. The directors accompanying him
on the trip are Colin Campbell, Mr. Bier-
mans, and Mr. Leaman, secretary-treas-
urer.

Death of Woman Doctor of Laws

Belfast, Ireland, Feb. 21—Mrs. Margaret
Byers, doctor of laws and principal of Vic-
toria College, Belfast. since 1859, died here

today. She was the first Ulster woman to
receive an honorary degree from a univer-

Secretary H. Elliott, left today for Mont-

vocates with a view to etimulating inter-
est in automobiling in the Canadian prov-
inces and selecting centrally located head-
quarters for the touring club’s eastern Can-
adian . department in that city.

club had been assured of the support of
the automobilists of the province of Que-
bec through the establishing of the castern
Canadian department in Montreal.
be under the direction of L. N. Patenaude
of Montreal;

first divisional point west of Moncton, N.
B., to Fredericton, a distance of fift¥-four
miles to provide: § more direct route to
tide water at St. John through a connec-
tion with the 8t. Jobn Valley Railway. No
final decision with regard to this route

opposition leader, Massey, commanded less
support in the house than even Sir Jos-
eph. The speech from the throne proposes
an increased land tax and compulsion in
the acquisition of land for increased met-
tlement.

C0D ROALS AND THE AT

New York, Feb. 21—C. R. McMillen,
chairman ot the executive board of govern-
ors of the Touring Club of America, urd

real, to attend conferences with prominent
Montreal automobilists and good roads ad-

Secretary Elliott said that the touring

It will

THE BRANCH T0' FREDERICTON

Montreal, Feb. 21—It is understood that
the Grand Trunk Pacific is planning to
build a branch line from Napadoggan, the

racing season in: the. maritime provinces,
and, if the first announcement can be ’m_k-;
en as a forecast, indications can' certain-
ly be said to point to the best eeason for,
harness racing ever seen in the maritime
provinces. L i s

The offering which the Fredericton Park
Association , places before the public, is

racing during the week of July 1. This,
is the most extensive and élaborate ofier
ever made for a midsummer meeting by

.|ahy track in the maritime provinces. If is.

hoped other tracks will follow and that .
‘there will be continuous racing évery week
from July 1 until Oectober 1. 4
Four stakes of $500 each and four purses
of $300 each will make up the programme..
The classes have not yet been arranged,
‘having been left with a committee who
will meet at once. to complete the arrange-’
ments, announcing the complete program-
me for' publication before thé-end of
The stake rtaces will close, prob-
ably, about/the middle of April ind the
class races will remain Open until about,
& week or ‘two beideaboﬂ!e Jucei m‘-&kﬂ
place, cloging ably aboot June 20. -
Two of wem:g,he’- have already been
guaranteed. One 'will be known as the
Barker House Stake, been guaran-

i

days’ rac ,
crowds to Fredericton-for the week.

"Already there is a movement on to have
8 general celebration in Fredericton dutifig
race week, aquatie sports and ‘other at-
tractions being talked - of.; The first move
towards arrdnging the race meeting was
made at a meeting of the directors in tha

\Barker House last evening at -which all'

the directors. with the exeeption "*"D.
MecCatherin,* the vice:presidént;* who *Avds *
out of town, were present.. Ald. A. B.@

of the board, at'the same time declaring’
that he would do all he could to make
1912 a' banncr yeéar for harness racing
sport, and that hig services would always
be available when He was called upon. °

decided on. * Frank J. Downes, of Boston,
was granted the betting privileges.  Ald.’
Hugh Calder, Hugh O’Neill and Secretary
J. D. Black will make up the programme,
eend’ out the entry blanks and act as a:
committee of managément in charge of the '
racing. "If the associdtion meets with the
anticipa success in .July, another »ace:

Fredericton, N. B., Feb, 21—The funeral
of Gregory A. McPeake took place this
morning with services in 8t. Dunstan's’
church and there was a large attendance. i
The pall bearers were Hon: H. F, McLeod,

bell, George Hazen and L. J. Owen. The
list of mourners included Sheriff O’Brien of,
Northumberland and F. J. McPeake of
8t. John. ! .

Messrs G. A. Murchie, P. C. Keegan
John Keefe and M. G. Teed members of
the St. John River Commission are here
and will meet this afternoon to re-organize.
R. W. McLellan and Ald. Edward Moore
who took an active part in the re-organiz-
ing of the John Palmer Company here a'
year ago have disposed ‘of their interests
in the concern and yesterday retired from
the board of directors. W. B. McLellan,
who has also retired from the directorate,
has had several offers from the United
States but will probably remain with the
company as assistant manager.

NOEX 10 TODAYS TIV°

PAGE ONE,

The British coal strike; Houston, Texas,
has $5,000,000 fire; Fredericton horse races
general despatches.

PAGE TWO.

Women‘s page; Marquise de Fontenoy;
early ship news; hints for cook; Times’
seyinl story.

PAGE THREE.

Financial; latest local and despatch

news; deaths.
PAGE FOUR.
Editorial, lighter vein, poetry.
PAGE FIVE.
Millions in China in want of food
PAGE SIX.
Classified advts.
PAGE SEVEN,
Real estate news; loss of the ship Erne.
PAGE EIGHT.
Political meeting in Sussex; dominiom
elections in 1013?
PAGE NINE,
Sporting events; Mutt and Jeff.

Bity.

has, however, been arrived at as yet.

PAGE TEN,
City news.

s SR A

once more in the prepardtions for andther,

$3,200 in purses and stakes for four days” .

Kitchen, the new . president, assumed cf- .
fice, and expressed his appreciation’ of the'
honor conferred upon him by the members

The race meeting matter was quickly .

meeting will ‘be given later in the seadon. .

J. D. Black, Arthur Rowan, H, 8. Camp- Y
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