STEEL PRODUCTION
A WEEK: STRIKE
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000 TONS

PRACTIGALLY ENDED

Rate in New York to be Determined by New Stand-
ards — New Record of 700,000 Tons a Week

Expected—Enormous

Supply Predicted.

(Special Correspondence of the Evening
Post.)

Pittsburg, Dec. 16—The iron and steel
strike, as, a strike, is nmow practically
over, and -the gains and losses can be
counted up. The losses are three—a loss
in tonnage output, a loss in high cost of
the material that has been produced, and
a loss in the injured morale and lower
efficiency of working forces that will re-
main for some time to come, disappear-
ing probably in about two: or three
months.

The strike began Monday, Sept. 22.
Eleven weeks later, Dec. 8, the coal
strike, which had been in progress for
five: weeks, became the dominant factor

in restricting iron wnd steel production. |

During the eleven weeks the iron and
steel strike had almost played out, there
being few strikers left except in the
Wheeling district, which produces about
one-twentieth of the iron and steel of
the country, and the Wheeling strikers
now show a willingness to return to
work when coal conditions permit.
Production of steel is frequently re-
ferred to in terms of steel ingots, but
ingots are not a merchantable commod-
ity, and a better measure is the produc-
tion of finished rolled steel, which year
after year runs at about 76 per cent. of
the ignot tonnage, there being regular
losses in rolling ard finishing, chiefly by
way of scrap which goes through the

steel-making process again. Just before |

the strike tl:e production of finished
rolled steel in the form of plates, struc-
taral shapes, rails, sheets, wire rods, ete.,
was at the rate of about 600,000 gross
tons a wesk.

A few days after the strike started
production was down to about 800,000

tons a week. The east and south were

running practically normal, while the
‘Wheeling district, the Mahoning Val-
ley, centering in Youngstown, and the
Cleveland district were closed tight and
other regions were running at greater or
less rates. In the last of the eleven
weeks of strike here considered produc-
tion was about 450,000 tons.

Were Prepared for Crisis.

Production during the entire - eleven
weeks may be estimated at about 4,000,-
000 tons, whereas a continuance of the
pre-strike rate would have meant 6,600,-
000 tons. There was a curtailment of
about 2,600,000 tons, but there was not
necessarily a deficit as large as that.
By many producers and consumers the
strike had been expected, and some ob-
servers had expected a greater strike
than occurred- An effort was made to
accumulate stocks. How successful that
effort was cannot he estimated closely,
but some suggestion is furnished by the
fact that steel did not become particu-
larly scarce in the early weeks of the
strike, when production was especially
light, while it did become very scarce
later, when production had increased.

Perhaps it is fair to guess that of
the pre-strike production of 600,000 tons
a week 10 per cent. was going into
stocks, which would set the consumption
rate at 540,00V tons a week, whereby the
actual requirements in the eleven weeks
would have been .about 6,000,000 tons.
The 2,000,000 tons difference” between
requirements and production would be
made up of three items, namely, con-
sumption of extra stocks accumulated in
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anticipation, reduction of stotks below
a convenient working level, and actual
restriction in consumption. The last-
named item was relatively small.
second was important and gives prom-
ise of there being even greater pressure
upon the mills for deliveries after Jan. 1,

is at present.
Points to Pig Iron Advance.

The  foregoing figures, while stated
precisely, must, of course, be taken mere-
ly as estimates, based upon numerous
bits of evidence pieced together. A few
words may be devoted to the claims
made by strike leaders, Foster, Fitzpat-

! produced are all lies, that there is mere-
ly a conspiracy for misrepresenting the
facts.

| Steel is made from pig iron, and pig
viron is made with coke. About 80 per
‘cent. of the pig iron produced is used
in making steel, the remaining 20 per
]cent. being consumed by iron foundries
land a few miscellaneous users, while of
'the coke produced about 80 per cent. is
‘used by blast furnaces making pig iron,
'the balance being used by foundries, by
producers of non-ferrous metals, and
. for heating and miscellaneous purposes.
The Iron Age reports month by

pig iron was not used in making steel
during the strike period it would have
! become a drug on the market. Instead,
it has advanced in the open market more
than 80 per cent since Sept. 22, the date
of the strike.

If the Iron Age blast furnace report,
with all its details, be called a e¢on-
' spiracy, there is the geological survey,
which makes a weekly report of beehive
| coke production. While the survey does
not report by-product coke production,
it has noted an increase in beehive coke
production due to curtailed by-product
coke production caused by the coal
strike. The Iron Age and geological
survey reports would not. furnish ma-
terial for as close estimates of steel pro-
duction as have just been made, but if
these estimates were far out the reports
would disclose the fact.

Hit By the Coal Strike.

Coal shortage in the steel industry was
becoming acute just as the wage settle-
ment was made. There had been a
slight curtailment in steel production and
the prospect was that in another fort-
night something like half the close. As
it is, steel production will still decrease
for a few days at least, and fully nor-
mal coal supplies can hardly be expect-
ed until late in the month. Production
in the remainder of Vecember, after the
eleven-week period discussed above, will
probably average in the neighborhood of
two-thirds of the pre-strike rate.

The steel strike and coal strike will be
out of the way, as influences, by the be-
ginning of the new year. The question
for the future is not, however, restora-
tion of the pre-strike rate of steel pro-
duction. That was only a temporary
measuring stick.

The 600,000 gross tons a week of fin-
ished rolled steel estimated above repre-
sented approximately 83 per cent of the
steel industry’s real capacity, estimated
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;conservatively but on the assumption of
{a full supply of ray materials and a full
supply of efficient labor, - i

Last January and February the steel
industry operated at more than 85 per
cent of capacjty. At the middle of May
it was running at only about 50 per cent
while the rate in August was about 80
per centgfthese percentages being ‘tomi-
puted from the monthly steel production
report of the American Iron and Steel
Institute, the last of which is for
August.

New Production Standard.

The production rate in the new year
will be determined by new standards,
there being nothing about the rate just
p:sceding the strike to make it a stand-
ard.

The lowered morale and decreased ef-
ficiency of the iron and steel workers
will not be wiped out instantly by the
mere fact of the strike being over, but
conditions in this respect should become
normal in the space of a couple of
months or so. There remains the ques-
tion of labor shortage in general. It is
absurd to talk of labor shortage from
the viewpoint of its affecting the pro-
duction of steel and not its consumption.
About half a million men, working effi-
ciently, and including the workers at the
ore mines as well as the proper quota
at coal mines and ¢oke works, will pro-
duce the pig iron used by the iron foun-
dries as well as the 37,000,000 gross tons
of finished rolled steel which the phy-
sical equipment of the steel industry has
capacity to produce in a year. A much
larger number of men is requireq for the
fabrication or utilization of this ¥haterial
To claim that labor shortage will re-
strict the production of steel more than
its consumption is to assert that the steel
industry does not and will not pay high
enough wages to secure a full comple-
ment of men, and that is something the
steel industry will not admit,

New High Figure Expected.

By next March, therefore, there is a
distinet possibility of finished rolled steel
production attaining a rate of 700,000 to
725,000 gross tons a week, this compar-
ing with a rate of 600,000 tons a week
just before the strike when a part of
the output was going into stock, and a
rate of less than 400,000 tops a week
I'last May, whert job and thanufactur-
ing consumers were reducing stocks,

With these data in mind one is not
disposed to expect an acute shortage of
steel. There will be, at any rate, an
enormous - supply, judged by all prece-
dents, and if the supply is restricted the
restrictive influence will be a general one
upon industry, not an influence peculiar:
to the steel trade,

THE SHOPPING
CROWDS NEVER
WERE 50 BIG

New York Cars

Carried

Half of People on Monday.

New York, Dec. 24—Christmas shop- |
ping crowds broke all records Monday,
according to officials of the Interborough
Rapid Transit Company, who announced

carried on its elevated and subway lines
Monday. This is half a million more

G TIMES AND STAR, ST. JOHN, N.

VISIT

oS

Germania—Very well, indeed, tha

ties.)
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Nearly Three Millions and

last night that 38,308,486 passengers were |

NEW YORK HAS
- CATPROBLEM

Upkeep of Béard of Educa-
tion’s Feline Causes Con-
troversy.

(N. Y. Times.)

The problem of determining the duties
of the Board of Education cat, the prob-
lem that was put up squarely to Com-
missioner of Accounts David Hirshfield
by Mayor Hylan on Monday, became
doubly serious yesterday when it was
ascertained that there are two cats. This
disclosure, while making it apparent
that there were two employes of the
board not regularly accounted for on the

payroll, showed that the actual outlay
per cat capita on the part of the city
was cut in half.

Commissioner Hirshfield was not pre-
pared yesterday to report on his find-
ings because he had not yet heard from
the special investigator assigned to the
case. Although he had not talked with
the mayor, he said, he believed that it
was not the $6.50 maintenance charge

‘Washer for a Christmas
present. It extends the
good cheer of Christmas
to every wash-day of the
(year. No other present
‘can meke wife or mother
‘'se happy. See the Time
|Saver in our store.

EMERSON &
FISKER, L10.

that provoked the-inquiry, but “only the
principle of the thing.” .

The plain tale of what proves to be| ;

a tailles cat, along with her accomplice, !
who is also her offspring, was revealed '
yesterday ot the office of ’Patrick Jones, | only to retum‘ for mqn i r:;Xt d:: i
the superintendent of supplies, in the | Anthony Wabhie, standing guar for =
Board of Education building. Once ! education S. O. S. system, was driven to
lépon a time, thVSh’Cﬂ “art ﬂtl:ﬁslts” al;g "ef& ! extreme measures. So, enter the cat!
ciency experts” wer not, the rats an : o
mice in the Board of Education building ' ac::& ifth&:l}r:ﬁ:; r&iism:pgf ;h‘:i:t?o:e(:
livea almost exclusively on the eholet o years back, a member of the Horrd
lti}:/ery, (é.'zusi?gdauloss to the city RO{ } ?&nthog;a z::ntolsthe sg:;: éxcgsl:;sf:)gngg
ousands of dollars every year. at ! :
f »aL | jstence and the source of her upkeep.
:irsgs wz:ewl::;’d’ %l;tis(f:e V;:ste]r;,(ilgdal?nc; | The keeper of the books avers that- the
~he trail, but thé rats ate the poison and | cat i public benetactor, confesslp g
th t : d it of with the Biad . that in his weakness he has bought milk
cn loppct s on W € PANCINED, ’ and mezt and liver out of his own small
! stipend.

Irresistible!
Nothing Cements friendship, and

rippens it into such mellow warmth

and understanding as a Box of

CIGARS

If you knew the care giv

store, exery box, package, cigar, cigarette and pipe, you] .
would never hesitate about the proper place to leave your g

Christmas orders.

The Irving Cigar, in Special Prince of Wales Fa.ncy
Box, is especially deserving of your attention. b

Also Ben Bey and a complete line of Standard lines,' !
Impertal Mixture ‘and Players Navy Cut Cigarettes in §

Holly Xmas Boxes.

Dandy line of Pipes, Cases, Tobacco Pouches, Cigarette

Holders, now on display.

than were carried last year at the same
time.
The Interborough statement points \
out that the number of passengers car—{
ried on its line Monday was more than |
twice the usual number carried daily on |
the entire Pennsylvania railroad system. ’

In order to accommodate the crowds
14,822 trains were run on the elevated

and subway lines. I

Whereupon the board member suggests
that the city might well afford to pay
for such valuable service and that he will
see that the bill is O. K’d when rendered.
Thus the origin of a voucher which has
been sent through the regular channels
periodically ever since. When the or-
iginal estimate for cat maintenance was
made $6.50 was said to-be a fair figure.
.| Meantime the cost of living for cats has
steadily risen, yet Wahie does not com-
plain.

Mater familias cat is.a black and
white cat, with a temper so vicious that
|all those in the building, except the
keeper, think twice before going near her,
and then stay away. She is black and
white and has no tail. She is szid to
have lost it in line of duty one night
while battling with a rat in the geo-
graphy sector of the supply room. Tabby
cat is just black, with green eyes, ard
since the announcement that an investi-
gator would arrive has worn a worried
expression. The other cat was openly
belligerent when she learned of Mayor
Hylan’s letter.

Commissioner Hirshfield gave assur-
ance yesterday that if he found the cat
was justifying the cost of her upkeep he
would not hesitate to say so, but if he

found the expense unwarranted he woul
be equally emphatic.

Incidentally, at the request of
mayor, the resolution appropriating
000 in special revenue bonds for the
pose of making an investigation of
Board of Education was withdrawn. 1
mayor expleined in his letter to - tt
president that by the ruling of the cow
of appeals the commissioner of accoun}
now had authority to make the invest
gation and the money would not L
needed.

SEPTUAGENARIANS FLIGHT

London, Et{g., Dec. 24—Two of th
passengers who came to London fror
Brussels on a Handley-Page machin
were septuagenarians, two ladies age
seventy-five and seventy-three. The
thoroughly enjoyed the trip.

]

Christmas Suggcsfions
For Men

Shirts—Clean, fresh stock in silk
and linen fronts. .Good variety of
Neckwear, in new designs—special
Xmas boxes.

Moufflers—Original pattems,‘sﬂk.
angora and knitted. Dandy line of
gloves in wool, silk, lined and un-
lined grey Suede.

Suspenders —In  holiday  boxes.
Leather goods, club bags, umbrellas.
And Jewelry.

MULHOLLAND

The Hatter apd Furnisher
7 Waterloo—N&r Union.
Electric Sign—Mulholland.

en every piece of stock in our [

IMPERIAL CIGAR STORE

Corner King and Charlotte Street

Merry Chrisimas
Everybody

To those who made possible the splendid Christmas
trade we have enjoyed, and to those with whom we
expect to have dealings in the future—in short, TO
EVERYBODY, we extend heartiest wishes for the

Merriest Merry Christmas ever.

8 1-2 BRUSSELS ST.

Levine’s Shoe Stores '

107 CHARLOTTE

o
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MUTT AND: JEFF—MUTT USES DI

SCRETION WHEN HE BUYS HIS GIFT

By BUD  FISHE

e

RAPPY.
BOVGHT

FoR A

XMAS

I'M JoLLY welkL

FINE GOoLD WATTH

FUNSHES MY

I JsT
MUT T A

CHRISTMAS I THINk T'LL

SHoPP!

MUTT HASA'T STARTED
WIS CHRISTMAS
SHoPPING YET.
THERE HE 'S AOW.

RIM A HINT.

MyUT T OLD DeAaRr,
CHRISTMAS 1S ALMoS
HERE. I TAKE T
THAT You AADI
wibtL EXCHANGE
GIETS AS USUAL.

bDrRoP

How TiMmE
FLIES.

ABouT

ANow

I'm
GonnA BuY
A G\FT FoR
You BEFORE
. FORGET
T

RIGHT

CERTAINLY! T kAW

I BouenT (T HERE ONLY
HALE -AN- HOUR AGO,
BUT, WHAT T

WANT T Kaow

IS
My TwenTY

CAN T GET




