
A CENTURY OF SAIL AND STEAM
ON THE NIAGARA RIVER

CHAPTER I.
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Tub First Eras of Canob and Sail.

OINCE ever the changes of season have come, wh-i

, .u^'T^
^"""^ ^"^"^ ""^ **P«° ^ate™ flow, the couraes

of the Niagara River, above and below the great Falls, have
been the central route, for voyaging between the far inland
^unhnes on this continent, and the watem of the Atlantic

Here the Indian of prehistoric days, unmolested by themtrudmg white, roamed at will in migration from one of
his hunting-grounds to another, making his portage andpassmg m his canoe between Lake Erie and Lake Osk-*

7.T^S^''^- ^" ^*" ^*y^ ""^ ^ French had es-
tablished themselves at Quebec and Montreal, access toLake Huron and the upper lakes was at first sought by
their voyageurs along the nearer route of the Ottawa andFrench Rivers, a route involving many diflSculties in sur-
mounting rapids, heavy labour on numberless portagesand exceeding delay. Information had filtered do'n^:
ually through Indian sources of the existence of this Nia-
gara River Route, on which there was but one portage ofbut fourteen miles to be passed from lake to lakeTand

the little nver (Chippawa) above the Falb

to fS !r'°^°^
**"* ^'^^ **•' ^""^^'^ *°™«^ «»«' attention

to this new water-way, but for many a weary decade were


