
trade." And in Toronto, June VMh.
ISnCi 1m> said: "I agree with Sir Cliniles
Tiipper in regard to preferential trade.
This is a new idea, but one which in it-

self i» fraught with greatness nut i.nly

foi the Canadian people ou: f >r '.ho

British Empire at large. sUfP, hear
and cheers.) llcpudiation of rbis pledge
followed and now we have Mi Maxwi-ll
boasting as follows: "The nia«ter-.stroke
of the (lovernnient was when it ailopted
a preferential tariff towards the Mother
Ccinitry. Now this whole ciii-'-<tii>n .)f

preference was an accident of accidents,
it was never intended and the IJb^'ra's
'did not know it was loaded.' They
litid weakly abandoned the policy of a
preferential tariff betwecr Canada an-i
Britain, on which there had b<on no
difference of opinion between thi,> par-
ties. The Lii)eials had abandoned their
promised policy of sending a eonuni.s-
sion to England, to seek a i>asis of re-

ciprocal preferential tariff, when they
found they could not get it. Something
far different had been substituted—ac-
cording to Sii- Wilfi-id's grandiloquent
words, they had given something to Eng-
land without any retura. Now he did
not think that was prefei-ential policy,
to give to the rich manufacturers of Man-
chester and Birmingham the preference
over the manufactua-ers of the Domin-
ion. And e.en their boasted preferen-
tial policy had not originally been of the
patriotic nature they wo;iid like to make
believe now—it had included all nations
that gave the same concessions to Can-
idn. This was the tariff provision of
1S!)7: '"That when the customs ta.iff
of any country admits the priwlucts of
Canada on terms which, on the whole,
are as favorable to Canadr. as the tenns
of the reciprocal tariff herein referred
to, are to the countries to which it may
apply, articles which are the growth,
produce or manufacture of such coun-
try, when imported dii'ect therefrom, niay
then be imported direct into Canada,
iH- taken out of warehouse for consump-
tion therein, at the reduced rates of duty
pvovided in the reciprocal tariff set forth
ill schedule D."

MR. FIELDING'S TESTIMONY.
It will be seen tliat the preference

was given, not to Great Britain nor to
Ihe British Empire, but to all countries
(hat could qualify by their own tariff,
'n his budget sp.^ech introducing the
measure Mr. Fielding said: (Hansard
r^i'7, page 11.31.) "We do not by our
ris..lution offer anything to Great Brit-
ain alone. We recognize the fact that
Great Britain by her liberal policy is i;i

a position to avail herself of this offer
immediatcly. hut we make our offer not
I' (ireat Britain only, but to every nation

that Is prepnriHl to accept it. We make
it to every country tnat is willing to es-
tablish fair and reammable trad« rela-
tions with Canada.*'

In the same seMion speaking on tht
same question, Sir Louis Davies at the
close of an elaborate legal argument on
the Qtjcstion said, after reading the tariff
druse: (Hansard, 18J>7, p.ige 2874.)
"There is no differt-ntial rates of duty
proposed there. There is no preferential
rates of duty enactj-^l tliere in favor of
any one country withheld from another.
.Vll trading countries arc placed on the
same footing by that re.iolution.
I say that this resolution neither dis-
criminates not differentiates. It attaches
n(,< terms which are not common to
Great Britain and to all countries."

KIPLING SAW THE POINT.

It was in recognition of the fact that
tht- Fielding tariff g:)vo no preference to
Great Britain, hut held out eciual terms
t ) all countries that the poem, Our Lady *
I'f the Snows, was written by Kudyanl 1
Kipling. His idea of the main feature'

I

of this measure is given in the couplet: f
" ' I favour those who favour me,'
Said Our Lady of the Snows."

The whole legal argument on the ques-
tion of the Belgian and Geniian treaties
was based on the fact that Canada did
not favor Great Britain, but only fav-
ored those countries, British and foreign

^

\vli(»se tariff might favor Canada.
Mr. Maxwell said: "The leader of that

p.'nty told the House that this legislation
was unconstitutional. Just think of a
reasonatvle and rational ma.i standing
ni) before the first assembly in Canada
and telling Canada's statesmen that it

was unconstitutional to give a prefer-
ei'.ce in our markets to the mother of us
aii: Why the statement is rank hum-
bus:." The advice of the leader was
right. Bungle succeeded bungle. First
of all these countries got the preferen<-e,
as well as Great Britain under the Field-
ing tariff of 1897: (Hansard. 189S. page
•".142.» Belgium, Germany, France. Neth-
erlands. Austria-Hungary, Denmark,
Russia, Sweden and N rway, Switzerland,
Spain, Japan, Persia, Algiers, French
Colonies, Tunis, Liberia, Morocco, Trans-
vaal, Argentine. Bolivia, Colombia, Ven-
ezuela and Salvador. After the Govem-
nient was put right it caught, in its
desperation, i)reference for Great Brit-
ain and a few British colonies. Mr.
MaxweW tells us (World. Dec. l.'.th. 1808)
•'He had gone to Ottawa as an Independ-
aiit and had voted as his conscience dic-
tated." In this pamphlet of 1000 we read:
".\s a son of labor and an old trade un-
ioiiisj I de<l!c:!te this lit.tlo effort" M'
that he (Sir Hibbert) couid say was that


