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Qrnopses of Natural History. Requesting me
tiien to exchange seats with him, that he might
the better distinguish the fine print of the vol-

ume, he took my arm-chair at the window, and,

opening the book, resumed his discourse very
much in the same tone as before.

"But for your exceeding minuteness," he
said, "in describing the monster, I might never
have had it in mj power to demonstrate to you
what it was. In the first place, let me read to

you a school-boy account of the genus Sphinx,
of the family Crepuscularia, of the order Lepi-

doptera, of the class of Insecta—-or insects. The
account runs thus

:

Four membranous wings covered with little colored
scales of metallic appearance; mouth forming a rolled
proboBcie, produced by an elongation of the jaws, upon
the sides of which are found the rudiments ofmandibles
and downy palpi; the inferior wings retained to the
superior by a stiff hair; antenns in the form of an
elongated club, prismatic; abdomen pointed. The
Deatii's-headed Sphinx ha? occasioned much terror
among the vulgar, at timea, by the melancholy kind of
cry which it utters, and the insignia of death which it

wears upon its corslet.

He here closed the book and leaned forward
in the chair, placing himself accurately in the
position which I had occupied at the moment of
beholding "the monster."
"Ah, here it is," he presently exclaimed— '* it

is reascending the face of the hill, and a very
remarkable looking creature I admit it to be.


