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wept, with the tendered companion. And he ex-

clainie 1, "as with a willi, or ardent defire," If thou

hddji kfwiun, or, Oh that thou hadll known, i?i this

ibv day, the things ivhich belong unto thy peace ! The
Jews' (^/^/j, here intended, was the time in which

they had been honourea and favoured with the pre-

fencc of MiissiAH, their King. This was their day ;

for Chrift and the firll preachers of the gofpel had

fpent all their time and labour at jerufalem. They
had been taught repeatedly, by Chrift and his apoi-

tles, the things which belonged X('>\\\q\x peace^-profpe-

Tiiy and happincfs. But they difregardcd their mef-

fage, would not believe their report, nor follow their

inllru'^icms. J heir hearts were hardened and their

minds blinded with a fpirit of inf:.tuation. And be-

ing left undery/rc7;^ dclufions to belteve a lie, they pre-

ferred falfehood to irutli. Thus this once profperous

city was judicially given up of God ; her day of

gracious privilege was then expired,—her doom
was palled, and every thing conducive to her wel-

fare was, in righteous judgment, " hidden froin her

eyes." When Jefu'- approached this devoted place,

a view from the neighbouring hills awakened, in his

fympathizing bofoni, the livclieil emotions of pity.

J'houirh he was about to predicl the entire defolation

of the city, he did not dcfire the zvoful day :—he did

not delight in the deftruclion even of fuch wicked

people. And therefore he exclaims, in the language

of ;\rdent defire, mixed with regret, " Oh, that thou

/jad/i known, in ibis thy day, the things which belong

tinio thy peace ! but now they are hidfrom thine eyes."

The propofitions, which we conceive deducible

from this pafl'agc, are the following :

I. Nations and individuals may negled the thing*

which belong to their peace, till their cafe is defpe-

rate and paft all remedy.


