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make sonic timely provision for these many Indiana

by selecting for and placing them upon proper

reservations, in order th:it ilicy may not bo caused

to disappear by the fast-npproa'^hing waves of civil-

ization and settlement, that must c^'crtako ami

eventually destroy thera " I have labored for sev-

eral years among the upj^or tribes in the capacity

of missionary. My companions have carried on the

>vork to the present time, and will, I Jiope, continue

their labors. The want of adequate means has

greatly retarded one of the principal objects we had

in view,—their civilization. We can all, and do,

cheerfully testify to the good dispositions of these

upper tribes. Should they be supplied with the

necessary implements of agriculture, with oxen,

<kc., they would all work, and would soon place

themselves above want and in comfortable circum-

stances. As for schools, all are anxious to have

their children taught. These are a few points I

desire to be allowed to present to the consideration

of the general, if they can in anywise tend to the

amelioration of the lot of Indians. V/ith the high-

est sentiments of respect and esteem, I remain.

Captain, Your humble and obedient servant,

P. J. 1).^ Smet, S. J.,

Chaplain, dec., U. S. A,
A. Pleasonton,

Captain 2d Drngoons, A. Adjutant-general,


