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No need of Canada hat been greater, none

has lain nearer Sir Wilfrid Laurier's heart,
than the lessening of misunderstanding and
hostility between the men of the different
races and tongues and creeds that make up
the Dominion. It is a task which has been
the more difficult because not merely was
there a difference of races, but one race
was of the same blood as the people of the
United Kingdom and the other of its heredi-
tary foe. It was always easy for politicians
of the baser sort, or for well-meaning but
rigid and doctrinaire extremists on either side,
to stir up prejudice and passion. It was a
statesman's task to end savour to bridge the
gulf, to work for better feeUng between
Britain and France, to emphasize the future
which all Canadians hold in common, to urge
the men of each race to seek that knowledge
of the other which is the first and longest step
towards harmony. In training and tempera-
ment Sir Wilfrid Laurier was uniquely fitted
for the task of interpreting each race to the
other, and though it was a task that was never
completed, he had the satisfaction of achiev-
ing a marked advance.
The share of Canadian statesmen in work-

ing out the unique political achievement which


