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Till PREFACE.

are daunted by the formal aspect of the histories which
treat of the subject. Warned by a teacher's experience

that learning io accounted a weariness to the flesh, the

author has sought to alleviate the instructive quality of

the book by casting it in the form of a romantic narrative,

which he would be glad to fancy not wholly devoid of

interest on its own account.

The reader to whom modern social institutions and
their underlying principles are matters of courre, may at

times find Dr. Leete's explan itions oi them rather trite

—

but it must be remembered that to Dr. Leeto's guest they
were not matters of course, and that this book is written

for the express purpose of inducing the reader to forget

for the no ice that they are so to him. One word more.

The almost universal theme of the writers and orators

who have celebrated this bi-millennial epoch has been

the future rather than the past ; not the advance that has

been made, but the progress that shall be made, ever

onward and upward, till the race shall achieve its ineffable

destiny. This is well, wholly well, but it seems to me
that nowhere can we find more solid ground for daring

anticipations of human developmeut during the next one

thousand years than by " LooKing Backward " upon the

progress of the last one hundred.

That this volume may be so fortunate as to find readers

whose interest in the subject shall incline them to over-

look the deficiencies of the treatment, is the hope in

which the author steps aside and leaves Mr. <^ulian West
to speak for himself.


