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Buf when ir was found that the fpirit and exertiorrs

of Britain were fuch, as afforded little hope that

even this mighty confederacy would fuccecd in com-
pafling this long dclircd objtdt, a determination

was taken by all the remaining powers to form a
naval combination in order to effed: it.

Pretences tor a mcafure of this kind were not

wanting. The ad:ivity and number of Britifh pri-

vateers, had rendered them univerfal objedls of ter-

ror, not only to the commercial fliipping of their

enemies, but to the many veffcls belonging to other

powers, that were employed in furnifhing them
with fuch articles as were not confident with allrid:

and fair neutrality. Goods coming under this def-

eription in the plainefl and mofl uncontrovertible

manner, were often made, neverihelefs, a fubjedt

of litigation, and the letter of treaties was wrelled,

in order to put a wrong interpretation upon them,

in evident contradicftion of the fpirit by which they

were diftated.

As the Britifh miniftry infifted, on the other

hand, upon the propriety and lawfulnefs of feiz-

mfr articles of this nature, contentions arofe be-

twcen Great Britain and the various powers to

which the veffcls laden with fuch articles be-

longed. I'he right of preventing fupplies from
being carried to the enemy was fo manifefl, that

nothing but an inclination to make ufe of any op-

portunity to cpiarrcl with this nation, could have

prompted that eagernefs with which all Europe
fecmcd ro confpire in refufing to admit the va-

lidity of the arguments upon which the condudt of

the Bririffi government was founded.

The principles alledged in its defence were de-

rived from ancient and long received praftice.
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They had for ages conftituted that part of the law

of nations which relates to the ifages eftablifhed in

civilized countries in times of war. They formed
fo
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