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Seventh Surrey Volunteers at Southwark, and ourselves

;

but only our battalion and the militia were quartered in

the same place, and the whole brigade had merely two or

three afternoons together at brigade exercise in Bushey

Park befoie the march took place. Our brigadier be-

longed to a line regiment in Ireland, and did not join till

the very morning the order came. Meanwhile, during

the preliminary fortnight, the militia colonel commanded.

But though we volunteers were busy with our drill and

preparations, those of us who, like myself, belonged to

government offices, haa more than enough office work to

do, as yon may suppose. The volunteer clerks were al-

lowed to leave office at four o'clock, but the rest were

kept hard at the desk for into the night. Orders to the

lord-lieuttnants, to the magistrates, notifications, all the

arrangements for cleaning out the workhouses for hos-

pitals—these and a hundred other things had to be

managed in our office, and there was as much bustle

indoors as out. Fortunate we were to oe so busy—the

people to be pitied were those who had nothing to do.

And on Sunday (that was the 15th August) work went

on just as usual. "We had an early parade and drill, and

I went up to town by the nine o'clock train in my uni-

form, taking my rifle with me in case of accidents, and

luckily, too, as it turned out, a mackintosh overcoat.

When I got to Waterloo there were all sorts of rumours

afloat. A fleet had been seen off the Downs, and some of

the despatch boats which were hovering about the coasts

brought news that there was a large flotilla off* Harwich,

but nothing could be seen from the shore, as the weather

was hazy. The enemy's light ships had taken and sunk


