
EXCURSION TO THE OREGON'.

taclied to it. The Indian envelopes himself in this, and w ith his

short bow and a brace of arrows ainblcs otf into the very midst
of a herd. When he has selected such an animal as suits his

fancy, he comes close alongside of it, and without noise passes an
arrow throujrh its heart. One arrow is always sufficient, aiul it

is pfenerally delivered with such force, that at least half the shaft

appears throug-h the opposite side. The creature tottei*s, and is

about to fall, when the Indian prlides around, and draws the

arrow from the wound lest it should be broken. A sing-le Indi;ui

is said to kill a gi'eat number of butialoes in this way before any
alarm is communicated to the herd.

Towards evening", on ascending* a hill, the party were suddenly
g:reeted by a sight which seemed to astonish even tlie oldest

among-st them. The whole plain, as far as the eye could discern,

was covered by one enormous mass of buffalo. The scene, at

the very least computiition, would certainly extend ten miles, and
in the whole of this g-reat space, including- about eig-lit miles in

width from the bluifs to the river bank, there was apparently
no vista in the incalculable multitude. It Avas truly a sig-ht

that would have excited even the dullest mind to enthusiasm.
The party rode up to within a few hundred yards of the edge
of the herd l>eibre any alarm was communicated ; then the bulls,

which are always stationed around as sentinels, beg"an pawing'
the f^round and throwing" the earth over their heads ; in a lew
moments they started in a slow clumsy canter, but as the hunters
neared them they quickened their pace to an astonishing-ly rapid

g"allop, and in a few minutes were entirely beyond the reach of

their g"uns, but were still so near that their enormous horns and
long" shagg:y beards were very distinctly seen. Shortly after

encamping:, the hunters brought in the choice part? of live that

they had killed.

Of the animals belong"ing' to those vast hei*ds which the hunters
kill, only a small portion is usually taken for food. Mr Towns-
end and two of his associates having: killed a bull buffalo, they
proceeded to cut it up in the following- approved manner :—The
animal was lirst raised from his side where he had lain, and su]i-

ported upon his knees, with his lioufs turned under him ; a long-i-

tudinal incision was then made from the nape or antenor base of

the hump, and continued backward to the loins, and a large

portion of the skin from each side removed ; these pie(;es of skin

were placed upon the g^round, with tlie under surface uppermost,

and the fleeces, or masses of meat taken from along; the back,

were laid upon them. These fleeces, from a large auinial, will

weigh ]ierhap:; a Inmdred pounds each, and com}»rifie tlie whole
of the hump on each side of the vertit"al processes (comuKuily

called the hump rib^), which are attached to the vertebne. Tlie

fleeces are considered the choice parts of the bufl'alo, and here,

where the game is so abundant, nothing- else is taken, if we ex-

cept the tong"ue and an occasional marrow-bone. This, it must
u


