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plant (erocUum clcntarium) just now beginning to bloom,
and covering the ground like a sward of grass. These did

not make any lamentations, but appeared very much im-

pressed with our appearance, speaking to us only in a whis-
per, and offering us smaller baskets of the plant, which they
signi6cd to us was good to eat, making signs also that it was
to be cooked by the fire. We drew out a little cold horse

meat, and the squaws made signs to us that the men had
gone out after deer, and that we could have some by wait-

ing till they came in. We observed that the horses ate with

great avidity the herb which they had been gathering ; and
here also, for the first time, we saw Indians eat the common
grass—one of the squaws pulling several tufts, and eating

it with apparent relish. Seeing our surprise, she pointed to

the horses ; but we could not well understand what she

meant, except, perhaps, that Avhat was good for the one was
good for the other.

We encamped in the evening on the shore of the river, at

a place where the associated beauties of scenery made so

strong an impression on us that we gave it the name of

Beautiful Camp. The undulating river shore was shaded

with the live-oaks, which formed a continuous grove over

the country, and the same grassy sward extended to the

edge of the water, and we made our fires near some large

granite masses which were lying among the trees. We had
seen several of the acorn caches during the day, and here

there were two which were very large, containing each,

probably, ten bushels. Towards evening we heard a weak
shout among the hills behind, and had the pleasure to see

Mr. Preuss descending towards the camp. Like ourselves,

he had traveled to-day 25 miles, but had seen nothing of

Derosier. Knowing, on the day he was lost, that I was de-

termined to keep the river as much as possible, he had not

thought it necessary to follow the trail very closely, but

walked on, right and left, certain to find it somewhere along

the river, searching places to obtain good views of the

country. Towards sun-set he climbed down towards the

river to look for the camp ; but, finding no trail, concluded

that we were behind, and walked back till night came on,

when, being very much fatigued, he collected drift-wood

and made a large fire among the rocks. The next day it

became more serious, and he encamped again alone, thinking


