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DRAWN BY C. M, RCLTEA.

THK RIVER BARGE THAT WAS I'lTSHED I'P THR YUKON BY THE STEAMER Illil.I.A.

their numlit'rs lieing known to the compa-
nies. Tlie first ocean steamer reaches St.

Michael al)Out the end of June or the middle
of July, and awaits the return of the river

boats, which have made one trip up after

havinji; wintered in the river, loaded with
provisions, for tlie breaking? up of the river

ice takes place before the sea is open. It h
too late then, after receivinjif the report of

the steamers from up river, to build addi-

tional boats for that season ; and even after

the new North American Company was es-

tablished, so rapid has been the rush of
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miners that both companies have not been

able to overstock the river markets.

This last year, hearing of the stampede to

Dawson, the Alaska v'ommercial Company
sent its steamer Arcti' through the floating

ice, and landed the first load of provisions

at that now famous creek which the miners

and all the world call Klondike. The result

of this piece of enterprise was the loss of

the steamer, which was wrecked by being

closed in by the ice before reaching a safe

winter berth. Following that disaster, the

North American Company had its steamer
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