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discovered by our canoes as they were out after the men.
They gave chase, and took the Indian canoe, on board of which
was near half a quarter of a buffalo, some - )rn. tallow, kettles,

etc. This was a grand prize, and was invaluable. IJroth was
immediately made, and served out to the most weakly with

great care. Most of the whole got a little; but a great many
gave their part to the weakly, jocosely saying something cheer-

ing to their comrades. This little refreshment and line

weather by the afternoon gave new life to the whole. Crossing
a narrow deep lake in the canoes, and marching some distance,

we came to a copse of timber called the \Varrior's Island.

We were now in full view of the fort and town, not a shrub
between us, at about two miles' distance. Every man now
feasted his eyes, and forgot that he had suffered anything, say-

ing that all that had passed was owing to good policy and
nothing but what a man could bear ; and that a soldier had no
right to think, etc.,— passing from one extreme to another,

which is common in such cases. It was now we had to display

our abilities. The plain between us and the town was not a

perfect level. The sunken grounds were covered with water
full of ducks. We observed several men out on horseback,

shooting them, within a half mile of us, and sent out as many
of our active young Frenchmen to decoy and take one of these

men prisoner in such a manner as not to alarm the others,

which they did. The information we got from this person was
similar to that which we got from those we took on the river,

except that of the British having that evening completed the

wall of the fort, and that there were a good many Indians in

town.

"Our situation was now truly critical,— no possibility of

retreating in case of defeat, and in full view of a town that

had, at this time, upward of six hundred men in it,— troops,

inhabitants, and Indians. The crew of the galley, though not

lifty men, would have been now a re-enforcement of immense
magnitude to our little army (if I may so call it), but we
would not think of them. We were now in the situation that

1 had labored to get ourselves in. The idea of being made
prisoner was foreign to almost every man, as they expected
nothing but torture from the savages, if they fell into their

hands. Our fate was now to be determined, probably in a few
hours. We knew that nothing but the most daring conduct
would insure success. I knew that a number of the inhabi-

tants wished us well, that many were lukewarm to the interest

of either, and I also learned that the grand chief, the Tobacco's


