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a burning question. I thlnk it shows very
bad forma for a minister, especially a French
Canadian minîster, to bring up in this
House a question which, last year, when
only the name of a bishap was mentloned
on this side of the lHouse, drew forth ex-
pressions about popery and sectarianism
whlch ought neyer to be brought into this
House. Another statement has been made
by the hon. Postmaster Generalinl which
he had. to retreat. Hle was asked If
he would state under bis responsibility
of a minister that 'La Vérité ' was the
organ of the clergy, aud he had ta give in
and say that it was geuerally known as the
organ of the clergy. It might be a Catho-
lic organ, but It ls not the organ of the
clergy, and the proof is that not long ago
the edîtor was censured because he had
mnade certain uncomplimentary remarks
about a bishap wbo is now dead. Aise a
polemic originated iu that newspaper which
was somewhat ridiculed by private mem-
bers of the clergy on account of its too
candid belief lu the doctrines of Leo Taxîl.
Sa you see, Mr. ýSpeaker, that the statement
of the Postrnaster General is nlot one whlch
eau be relied upon. l challenge hlm ta say
the contrary, because 1 belong ta Quebec,
and be neyer kuew what 'Quebec was before
he landed there with the Liberal forces.
I know for a fact that the Quebec politi-
eians as'ked wbo opened the wiudow ta let
that flont lu ? Naw another statemeut was
made by the same gentleman, as well as
by the member for Strathcona (Mr. W. Mc-
Intyre). He asked, Why should not the Im-
mIgration funds be paid ta railways to help
them move people from the east to the
west? 1 wonder If the minister Is aware
that no immigration money Is given te tbe
rallroads ta dimluîsh rates from one point
ta another. If the railroads do get a sub-
sldy froma the goverumeut, let it be used for
the purpose o! transportlng peaple who
live lu Canada, and wlth Indiscriminate
rates. Wby sbould the mînister abject that
rates from Labelle ta Brandon sbould be
less than those that are being pald ta move
immIgrants from Halifax ta the Northwest?
He bas spoken of the liberty a! races whieb
Is guaranteed by the constitution. Weil, If
he is Iu faveur of the equaiity o! races,
If the province of Quebec pays 30 per
cent o! the immigration fuud ta bring in
foreigners, why should not Quebec have
the right to say bow that money should be
spent ? Now If bonuses are to be paid, or
ougbt ta be paîd, a point on whlch 1 takle
issue with the gaverumeut, why should a
minister put that question lu a faise light
before the country and say that we are
working ta prevent Immigration ? I would
ask hlm accordiug ta tbe sound prînciple o!
logic If It is a prevention of immigration
simply ta critîcise a palicy tbat indnces Im-
migration not only from Great Britain, nlot
ouly fram continental Europe, but from
every country except France and Belgium ?
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It aeems ta me that such an argument la
too piuch opposed ta British fafr-play even
for a French Canadian minister wha wauts
ta pour tnffy dowu the Euglisb peaples
backs. I bave heard af many a man,
who hy usîng too mucli soft soap, bad
slid down the lather. Another paint that
was made thîs afternoon was that there was
a Freuch law agaînst Immigration ta Can-
da. That law still existe, It was passed
shortly after 1763 wheu France ceded
Canada ta England. It was only right that
a nation like France, who sent Immigrants
into ah bher colonies, faund that It was not
ta Uer advantage ta develop a country which
was no longer bers. Tbat law has not
been forgotten by the minister, -and I would
asl, hlm if that law bas beeu revoked ar if
it la still lu existence. At ail eveuts, 1 thînk
it is but rigbt ta caîl this fact ta the
House ta show the ligUt lu whîch this ques-
tion should be treated. Another point which
bas beeu mentioned this afternoon is that
the Frencb do not emigrate. Now, Sir, the
sime tbing could have been said about
the English lu 1899. a perlod not far back,
l'or we dind that British immigration In
that year was anly 10,660. If it le a
tact that this palicy of bonusing immigra-
tion bas given some results by reasou of
the advertisement of Canada in Great Bni-
tain, why should not the same means have
been used lu France ? If France bad the
same oppartunity that England bas bad of
bavlng a magulficent office on tbe Strand,
of baving a permanent exhibition of Cana-
clian agricultural products, she would have
made a better showing lu sending immi-
grants to -Canada. ýSame one bas tald us
that two, of aur Immigration agents lu
France -have ta walk on crutches ; perhaps
the term. was a little taa strong, but no
one can deny that one of them is In-
firm and cannat be as active as a man wba
bas full use of bis limbs, and It muet be
admitted that legs belp a lot for immi-
gration purposes. If the same operation
had been carried on Iu France ns lu Great
Brîtain we mlgbt perbapa have bad better
resuits. As to the questian o! the Frencb
people not emigrating, bistory teaches us,
Mr. ýSpeaker, tbat Franc(> was one of the
pianeer countries wbo sent ber navigators
not only ta India, nat only ta Africa, but
whose adveaturous sou, Jacques Cartier,
was one of the first to plant bis foot on
Canadian sali. If France dld nat approve
of a policy af emigratîon wby should she
be so urgent lu sending out vessels and
trying to establisb colonies lu the aew
world ? Wben the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was made lu the United States
there was a vast calony representlng French
Interests lu Louisiana, and If France was
nat Interested lu ber calantes wby then
should sbe have accepted the Invitation of n
Franklin to send a Lafayette witb arms
and moneys ta .fight for the American
cause ? It is uselesa for mne ta proceed
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