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pri- | in t’ho world.

respecting the mlh buildin

7 I new ment

was reached, he said that on this qmtgx;
o st o B e
ustice, hav ‘over one
impon’nnt phuxo. That wyu’, that the build-
ings will be erected at this particularly dull
time for from 10 to 20 per cent. less than
in brighter times, and the saving resulting
would be at least $60,000. lative to
clause 17, and answering’ the remarks
made by Mr. Brown, he wished to remind
hondtrotomy B Bl i

. censussl the Dominionenumera

than 6,000.

Hox. M. ‘Daviz said that the  house

need not be surprised at the course of Mr.
Brown when it was borne in mind that *no
man can serve two masters,” and it was no
doubt difficult for him to advocate provin-

cial rights when the interests of his masters, | be

the Dominion government, were affected.
He was sarprised and pained to sée’ that
such was :ge case in this matter., The
efforte of the government had : been met by
articles in the newspapers one of which
was under- the control of the leader
of the so-oalled independent party, in
which the contentions ‘of “the government
were described as mere gabble, and these
papers had taken the position that: the pro--
vincial government were bound to accept
the census returns, no matter how incor-
rect, as the basis for the subsidy of eighty
cents per head to be paid under ‘the terms
of union. He felt he had been fully justified
in condemning the course takem by Mr.
Cotton and Mr. Brown as traitorous to the
' community, They might at least have main-
tained judicious silence, and refrained from
furnishing weapoas, as they had 'done, 'to
those with whom the province was fighting.
He did not think that the Dominion govern-
mentrequired Mr. Browntoactastheiradvo-
cate in the legislature becausehehappened to
hold a position in their service, but rath

- the go'g'u»ihlﬁon,"by‘;molb‘ tion,

¢ oo
2 | self-defence and

jeot | foreign trade transactions,

adopt the same per ‘system of our-’
rency. The lmal:o in the  velocity of

trade transa  ocoasioned by
increased facilities for communication, has
also beought into  gre: prominerce the
working of what is known as' Greshain's

{1aw,in relation to money, o called after Sir

) vinoce holds

in its mountains an amount of silver, prob-
greater than that of any other country

It haswn ir t interest

for & member of the community, because
unless the modern tendency to a universal
gold standard and the consequent demoneti-

zation of silver, is promptly checked, - th?hre

will fall upon the human race calamil
and  disasters so a8 to mark
a dark era in the  history of the
world. ~The - such
lies in what is
o e, i
t not **a of the ds,
but a battle of millions of money inst
millions of men. He proceeded to define
what is really meant by the terms currency,

value and money. As to “‘currency” there is

not mua:i.diﬂionltyi-—ib ;‘m‘m meAyv_ip mo-
school of j Hﬁuﬂ economista say  the
““valune” of a commodity  is measured by
thod::c;;m;mc:i(;li;bor hv:hioh hudiboen I:x-
" 3 ucing that commodity, but
?vel:lile sach a. definition would be
quite correct if all labor were to
8o perfectly applied as to pro-
duce a maximum of useful e ect,
yet under present conditions such a defini-
tion of yalue is very far from being correct.
The. value: of a commodity is measured by
its capaeity  for ‘exchange with other com-
modities, In primitive ages there was no
such thing as *‘ money,” all trade transac-
tions being carried on by means of barter.
Oppressed by the inconveniences of barter,
the early nutions adopted certain media of
exchange according as custom, or the law of
the - majority, “impelled them, and these
primitive media of exchange answered the
purpose of money in a crude fashion so long
as they circulated only where custom had
indtalled them, but the moment any foreign
trade was attempted between one nation
and another then the difficnlties of the situ-
ation at once became apparent. Accord-
ingly the early nations realized the necessity
of having as media of exchange commodities
which intrinsic . value, and
as gold and silver possessed the requisite
properties in a remarkable degrée, they
were selected. At first they were not nsed

felt confident they would think better of
him if he would take an indbpendent part
as the representative of the city of New
Westminster. The efforts of the govern-
ment to have the census returns corrected
had been belittled notwithstanding the in-
disputable fact that certain sections of the
province had not been visited at all by the
enumerators. In some of the other provinces
a gentleman occupying the relation of Mr.
Brown to the Dominion government would
not be allowed to sit in the legislature, and
thongh this province was more liberal the
rivilege should not be abused. When the
inion ‘authorities saw adopted such
directly unpatriotio methods as those of Mr.
Cotton 'and Mr. Brown they naturally
doubted that good reason for the complaint
of the province existed. 3
"Mn. %ngwx reproached the Premier for
making his (Mr. Brown’s) semi-official
position under thé . Dominion - gov-
‘ern t a ground for  attack, and
chaﬁ::ged _him to point to one einstanc
where he had failed to speak for provineial
rights. He was sorry Mr. Cotton was not
here to defend himself, having been called
away by a telegram the previous evening.
He defended his statements with regard to
the census returns, holding that the figures
quoted by the government were wrong, be-
cause when he had gone to the Indian office
to inquire into them the gentleman there
said, ¢ Oh pshaw ! that is counted twice!”
and scored out 3,000 of the 11,000 Indians
whom the government claimed had not been
counted. ¢
HoN. Mz. DAvIE announced that when
the opportunity arrived he would deal
‘with - the many grossly inaccurate state-
ments made by Mr. Brown in the course of
his speech upon the address.
~ The address was read a second and a third
time and referred to the usnal committee for
presentation to His Honor, the Lieutenant
Governor., ¢
LODGERS' RELIEF BILL. i
Hox, MR. DAVIE moved the second read-
iug of the *“ Lodger’s Relief Bill.” He said
in explanation that the law in this Province
as in some other plades allows not only the
goods of a direct tenant, but also those of
others who are upon his premises as lodgers
to be seized for rent. This had its origin in
the very tender manner in which the law
.had looked npon the rights of landlords, bat
it'is found that such a provision is no longer
desirable. By this bill provision is made
that the landlords shall not distrain upon
such goods, or in ‘case of distraint provides
for their release. ;
\ . HoN. M. BEAVEN favored the principle
of the bill, but said it.-was drawn in such a
manner that it would be difficult of opera-

= tion. It ought to be simple.

Bill read a second time ; to be committed

to-morrow,. °
_STANDING COMMITTEES.

The standing committees for the'
_Private bills and standing orders—By
Hon. Mr. Davie: Meusrs. Eberts, Swmith,
‘Hunter and Martin. By Hon. Mr. Besven :
Mesars. Semlin, Kitchen and Milne. -
. Public acconnts—Messrs. - Marsin, Croft
and Rogers; and Messrs. Beaven and Cot-

Printing — Messrs. Anderson, Fletoher
-and Hall; and Messrs.- Brown- and Mec-
Kenzie. '

Railways—Messrs. Booth, Hunter, Rogers,
Eberts, g'hodinﬁ, Adams, Punch, Croft,
Horne, Anderson and Watt; and Messrs.
Sword, Forster, Brown, Keith, Kellis, Mo-
Kenzie and Grant.. P

) Mining—Messrs. Smith, Rogers, Stod- | liem

dart, Watt, Adaws and Kellie; and Messrs.
Cotton, Grant and Keith, :

The house adjourned at 5-25 p.m. until. 2

<7p.m. the following day. .

_FOURTH DAY.
'WEDNESDAY, Jan, 24, 1804.

' The Speaker took the chair at 2 p, m.
-Prayers by Ven. Archdeacon Scriven.

DISTINGUISHED VISITOR. ;
Hox. M=. BEAVEN called attention to the

in the form of coin, but were measured out
by weight, 80 that fmercantile men ‘had to
carry about with them weights and scales.
In order to remedy this incenvenience indi-
viduals of undoubted credit affixed their
seals to ingota of Jgold. and silver, as certifi-
cates of weight and purity, and this dates
back to about 900 years before Christ. This
private money has ite equivalent in‘ the
present day in the bank note, stamped and
sigued by the name of the banker. The
transition was ameasy one from the private
stamp or seal to the government coin,
law established, from the credit of the
private individual to that of the state, and
he asked the house to take special note of
the fact that it is by law and through
law that the greater part of the value of
metallic money 18 conferred. As the cen-
turies rolled .on silver was the preciong
metal generally adopted by the nations as

- money, and not gold. Ngt becaunse silyer

¥ superior properties to gold as a
medigm of exchange, but because silver was
the more plentiful metal, and the natural
inetincts of the human race suggested the
necessity of an abundant supply of money,
in order effectually to Inbricate the wheels
of trade. In fact abundance of money is the
ficst necessity of commercial prosperity—
not a superabundance, there are disadvant-
ages in that, hut even in such case, the evils
-are not comparable to those which follow in
the wake of a shrinkage in the quantity of
‘metallic money. In consequence of the de-
mand created for gold and silver by legaliz
ing them as money, the supply became pro-
portionately increased, which gave rise to
the employment of & very large amount
of labor throughout the world in
mining . for the  precicus metals.
Each annual supply of gold and silver for
many centuries past hag been added to the
main store until it has arrived at such vast
dimensions, that the ratio .of the annual
supply to the main store is so small. that
any variations in-the annual supply of gold
or silver have very little effect upon their
market value, In England, up to the time
of Edward the Third, for about 500 years,
silver was the sole legal tender; but goid was

‘gradually creeping into use side by side with

it, until under the reign of the Plantagenets,
bimetallism was adopted as the .currency of
England, gold and silver were made legal
tender to afly amounts and the value of one
metal in terms of the other was fixed. by
royal proclamation. Bimetallism continued
as the currency of England up to the year
1792, when, from a variety of reasons, in no
way connected with the principle of bi-
metallism, Eogland stopped cash payments
and adopted an inconvertible paper our-
rency, and paper remained the money - of
England up to the year 1816, when she re-
‘sumed cash payments, and, under the ad-
vice of Sir Robert Peel and Lord Liverpool,
adopted gold ul;;;mmotullinm as her cur-

or. they wounld have, . recognized

fact' that soiemce . is" :fast

o e g R g Bl
‘that educa peoples that
the interests of humanity are universal, and
that - international agreement upon sound
principles of political economy must work
for the bunefit of the human race. In Eun:
rope in modern times the Latin Union, com-
posed of France, Italy, Belgium and Switz-
erland, had a bimeul{io currency up to the
year 1873, when in consequence of the action
of G_an‘nny those nativns were forced, much
against their will, to adopt gold monometal-
. - Germany had:a silver currency up to
the year 1873, when in her unwisdom, as
she now, knows, she adopted gold mono-
metallism. Austria and Rnssia have a silver

currency. The United States had a bimetal-

lio cprrency from 1797 to 1873, when,
in' conmsequence. of ‘the
the  Latin  Union and '
mﬁxt‘m h&uth ropull' 4£uho
adopt what, s 4 o
Shmmt.;,lugoﬁlho-omo . India
had s silver currency up to last year, when,
0 against her will, she was forced to
adopt mﬁwﬁlﬂm - _China_and

' would be depr: o
i nmr?nd the tlxdwyor British
)" Columbia would benefit proportionately.

| terms.of the other would be

-lenders in England andelsewhere.

breaking

iy B ey mpu?-: s i
eory, which appears adox :

nevertheless true, that “‘inferior money
drives out. superior ‘money, but saperior
money cannot ‘drln«ou: ln!etl:i‘r’ i
Basing thei argument tpon the accuraoy
of this law, tho gold monometalists -assert
that if international bimetalism became
law, silver would be the prevailing our-
rency ::d that gold would disappear. But
such assumption can be proved to be &
complete fallacy, because the very fact of
bimetalism being made international would
at once modify the working of Gresham’s
law. The merit of bimetaliam is its
compensatory action, and if gold univer-
sally went ous of currency, in order to give
place to silver, it-would become depreciated
and it would then; according to Gresham’s
law, to drive out silver and thus
equilibrium or steadiness of one metal in

; ,be approached,
Although fiduciary paper, in the form of
foreign kills of exchange; has been in use for
many ocenturies, it was not until the
foundation of the Bank of England in 1694,

and the subsequent issue of bank notes, fol- | be b

lowed by similar issues from the Banks of
Scotland and Ireland, that fiduciary paper
began to take its place as a part of the
recognized currency of nations, and now the
practice has been so far extended by the
issue in various countries of bank notes,
bank cheques, letters of credit, dock war-
rants and a variety of other forms of con-
vertible and inconvertible paper money. that
it is estimated that the amount of actual
coin which passes in their negotiation does
not exceed two per cent. of the whole,! The
fundamental izrinciple of a sound paper cur-
rency is that it should be represented.by an
adequate reserve of gold or silver, though
such is not the general practice in the pres-
ent age, the greater part of the commercial
transactions of the world being reared upon
an unstable foundation of credit. So long
a8 the credit lasts trade flourishes
and enterprise is in full ~&wing,
but when at last- some: Mammon god ‘has
overstepped the bounds of legitimate speca-
-ation; the falsity and rottenness of the
whole system is exposed, down comes the
sham fabric carrying ruin and disaster in ita
train, panic follows on confusion; it iz thenm
that the rich men button up their Pooke:q}
and these Mammo# gods issue their fiat.
‘¢ Let all enterprise be stopped” and behold
—it is so. That means thav hundréds. of
thousands, ay millions of industrious men
and women are thrown out of work and
have not the wherewithal to gain their daily
bread; it means that poor men go down like
rass before the scythe and that debtors
come the abject slaves of their creditors.
All these evils, and all this bitter misery, are
the: outcome of an inadequate supply, or

by | reserve, of gold and silver as compared with

the fiduciary paper in circulation, " The
amount of/ gold momey in the ‘world i8 enti-
mated at £790,000,000 sterling, the ilver
money being about the same amount, and:
ygb these two enormous sums of metallic
money appear to be insufficient to forfh an
adequate réserve for the quantity:ofofidu.’
ciary paper which mankind desire fa¢ the
satisfaction of enterprise. Notwithstanding
this patent but painful fact, the gold .mono-
metallists propose, by the demonetisation of
silver, to cat down the already inadequate
regerve of the precious metals by nearly one-
half—for that would practically be the
effect of the general demonetisation of silver.
Bub the evil would not stop there; forif gold
monometallism becomes general, silver will
fall to less than half its present value, and
then all the vast and elaborate works#nand
in connection with the great number.of sil-
ver mines throughout the world 'would be
stopped and hundreds of thousands:of men
would be thrown out of work. With

to our own province it is no exaggeration to,
say that it would deprive us of more than
half our wealth ; it would be the greatest

“blow witich could be dealt st the- industries

of our country; it would absolutély ruin
many enterprises which have been founded
upon the gertainty- of our wealth in:silver,
and it would do all this injury and
gross injustice in order to = fill the
pockets  of ~ some  influential -mIoney
t is
u?on the agricalturist that the appreciation
of gold by the.demonetization of ’silver
would press with the greatest severity, and
the lowering of the price of silver has al-
ready told with fatal effect upon him. To
quote the beautiful words of Carlyle, *‘The
land is mother of us all, nourishes, shelters,
gladdens, lovingly enriches us all.+ Yet,
in how many ways, from our first wakening
until our last sleep upon her blessed mother
bosom, does she, as with blessed mother
arms enfold us all. From noblest patriot-
ism to “humblest industrial mechanism ;
from highest dying for gour country’s:good,
to lowest quarrying and coal boring for it, a
nation’s life depends upon ite -land.”
And yet, we find that the cry comes
alike from America, from FEurope and
from Australia that farming does not pay
and the people are migrating from the coun-
try to gather in the towns, there to scram-
ble and gamble for wealth. In Great

‘Britain, notwithstanding the enormous in-

crease in the population during® the. last
twenty years, the number of ag ists
has decreased by over 200,000. - Oue,of the
rinoipal causes. of - this economic loss may
go traced ' to the disorganization:of the
monetary system. Say that in ordinary
times ten tons of wheat will purehase one
pound weight of gold, but that gold, to take
an extreme case, becomes appreciated by
the demonetisation of silver to .double its
value, thenthe agriculturist will have to raise
donble the .quantity, or twenty tons of
wheat,in order to purchase one pound weight
of gold—ihat is to say, he will have to do
doutle the amount of work in order tg.obtain
the same amount of gold, The gold ;mono-
metallist replies that that does not matter,
because the pound weight of gold.ghus ob-
tained can buy double the quantity. of any
other commodity which he -may .require;
that is to say its exchange value is donbled.
Bat, while that is true in theory it is not
in faot, because the prices or values.of the
various commodities cam apt:.them-
selves with sufficient rapidity to flue-
tuations in the value of gol B‘u‘“‘f;“ is
not all, the appreciation of gold would give
such despotio powers to the’ holders .of it,
thas they would diotate their own terme, and.
the farmer alreadv knows what that means,
borrowed gold at .a

3 ,Wr
| want of stability of exchange with foreign | matter, and though the man from whom he

nation ;~ and ot there will be a
: 8§ the matver'of sliver. But it is
evident that this dissdvantage ocould mot
exist under international bimetallism. If
there were to be & fixed'ratio between gold
and silver among all civilized nations, there
lu.ng:’ ofmth‘mj;or:d? e
ol ; he us metals, because
t;rvo:lgbe mrmi:lﬂon in tlhelrhhln:;

‘The market _price of silver would then
Wod by %hniﬁoml law, which
d remain steady as a rock, and why
should it not be so if in all countries
silver would be turnedinto coin? If inter-
national: bimetallism became law, silver
would immediately rise to whatever value
was fixed for it by law and the effect of
such a rise upon vhe mines of British Col-
umbia can readily be ed. - He asked
the hounse to bear in mind that under inter-
national bimetallism there wonld be no pos-
sibility of flooding the market with the
metals, the only difficulty would

to get enough of them, and the effect | f

would be to the reserve at the
back of the paper currency of orldand

| thus to put oredit upon & more Ftable

than it stands upon now. - One of the argu.
ments;opposed to international bimetallism
is that it would be impossible in time of war,

as the international

roken. But the  belligerent nation
would adhere to bimetallism because it
would be entirely in its interest to do so
and ruin to do otherwise. The gold mono-
metallists, shifting their ground from argu-
ment to assertion, say * You will never get
England to agree to it,” but it is oaly
lately that the question has been enquired
into and understood in all its bearings, and
it is just commencing to take firm hold of
the public mind. Every Chamber of
Commerce in . England and Scotland
has petitioned in favor of international
bimetallism. One _of England’s greatest
statesmen, Mr. Bnlfonr, is a-'warm advocate
for that system of currency and he is ably
supported in his clear arguments by Mr.,
Grenfell, late governor of the Bank of Eng-
land;Mr.. Hucks Gibbs, one of the leading
merchants of London; . and a remarkably
learned and clever man, Mr. Barclay and &
host of other learned and influential men.
But pefhaps the best evidence from England
in favor of international bimetallism lies in
the report of the royal commission on gold
and silver in/the year 1888. That commis-
sion was composed of twelve selected ex-
perts on monetary science, many of whom
swere gold monometallists, but all of whom
after the evidence had been taken, signed
the - report - in- which - it' is stated
* We think that, if in all these countries
gold and silver could be freely coiaed, and
vhns become exchangeable against commodi-
ties at the: fixed - patio, the market value of
silver.as measured by gold would conform to
that ratio, and not vary-to any material ex-
tént. Apprehensions have been expressed
that if a bimetallic system were adopted
Pld would gradually’ disappear trom circu-
ation, If, -however, the arrangement in-
cluded all the principal commercial nations,
we do not think there would be any serious
danger of such a result.”. President Cleve-
land distinctly gave it to be understood that
notwithetanding the repeal of the Sherman
act, which practically gentinues: gold mono-,
metallismi as the currenoy of the United
States, the future policy and earnest
endeavor of his government will be to bring
about international bimetallism. It is not
the English people who stop the way, but
only a small, though highly influential, sec-
tion of them, and there is therefore good
reason to hope that the sound common sense
and love of justice which is 8o characteristic
of the English people will assert itself in
this case as it has in all others where the
interests of :h% human race are con¢erned.
When " international bimetallism becomes
law, then, but not until then, we may ex-
pect that the fatal depression which is now
weighing so heavily upon agriculture and
upon every kind of enterprise throughout
the world, will be removed and a new era of
prosperity will be inaugurated. In conclu-
sion, he asked the honse to remember that
it oocupies the proud position of an integral
portion of the legislative mechanism of the
great, British Empire, and that as such it
popsesses the undoubted right “of ex-
pressing an_ opinion upon any great
queation ' which affects the general
welfare of British subjects; bat in
the object of this resolution the area of wel-
fare is enlarged, it not only affects the in.
terests of the’ prospectors, the miners and
the traders of the province, but it i 30 wide
and far-reaching in its purport that it
tonches the hem of humsnity at large.
The resolution was carried, Messrs.
Sword, Hall and Booth dissenting.

A MATTER OF PRIVILEGE.

Mr. Brown rose to correct a report which
had appeared in the News-Advertiser of
Tuesday, in which he was made to say that
personally he had nothing to do with getting
up the mainland petition. This was not
correct. What he did say was that he had
lf:othing to do with the declaration and plat-

orm,
MR. PIERSON'S REPORT.

Mz, SworD moved ‘‘‘That a respectful
address be presented to His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor, praying him to cause
to be luid before. the house a copy of the re-
port or reports made by J. while
acting as travelling government auditor.”

Hox. Me. TURNER suggested that there
be added the words ‘*and all correspond-
ence in relation thereto.”

Motion amended and adopted.

THE GAUVREAU EXPEDITION.

Me. MoKENzIE moyed ** That a select
committee, consisting of Messrs. Milne,
Smith, Anderson, rs, and the mover,
be appointed to enquire into the Fauvreau
expedition in the northwestern portion of
the Province in the year 1892; the cost of
the expedition; the work accomplished, and
all other matters connected with the same;
with power to call for persons and papers
and to report to this house.”

The mover said that since last session
when the house had refused to npsoinu a
committee further information had been
offered. This showed, he said, that the
state of affairs was worse than before _-:E.-
s::d. In fact there were charges of :

auching of women, the shooting of an
Indian and other lawless conduct.
.. Hon. MR. VERNON said Mr. Gauvreau
was quite ‘anxiotis that there should be a
full invest -into this matter, but he,

.o the head of  the .department, could not
ﬁ,@w At it was ons for lnquiry by the house,

'eexpodotfttli:n, he ex; b w:; Ol:nm
account urgent. request j
Moore for the A r;%of a rondpint.o
the Yuk b

not that selected by Mr." Gaavroan, ' aad
hence the trouble. He did mnot like to en-
courage an attack by an employe upon his

¥

agreement ‘would then | be lai

S

; resolution be lai _
m.uhothoughﬂtwmld show that no |

tigation is called for. ;
“Mg. HALL said that while in Cassisr dur-
ing the summer he had inquired into the

got his information has a personal griev-
mh;l‘:nl& Mr.h(}mvrun; he had :‘:

Bay! being a respectable
s e

Pb. Moore were altoge! b foun-
ds;i‘on isn fact. .

R. SEMLIN spoke in support of the reso-
lution, dwelling upon the momnoo of the
matter to the Yukon country. 'As the sec-
onder, he would be w , however, to
have it laid over as sugges

Hox. MR. BravEN said the simple fact
/l:hlﬁ Capt. Moore was & member of the ex-
pedition should not shut his mouth as to
the irregularities which he said had oc-
carred, e was informed that Capt.
Moore had written to all the ministers ask-
ing for an investigation, even by the depu-
ties of the departments, but  could not geb
it, which seemed yery extraordinary.

HoN. MR. Davie said the Chief Com:
missioner of Lands and Works had heard
rom the person making the complaint what
he had g0 say, and had satisfied himself that
there was nothing in it for farther investi.
gation. The assembly had decided _against
& yubsequent request for a committee on the
sub answer to the motion to-day
the Chief Commissioner had asked that it
d over until the correspondence was
brought down, as this would show whether
or not it was a matter which should be in-
}nlred into in this house or somewhere else.

f there was anything in the charges men-
tioned by the mover to-day, Capt.” Moore
should have brought them; not piecemeal as
he had done, but should have stated all the
facts ‘at once and long sgo; when surely
there would have been some one to set the
tribunals of the province in motion, so that
these oriminal acta might be properly
punished. As far as the hoyse was con-
cerned, it did mot yet appear to him that
there was anything for it to investigate, the
matter as stated  being for a police
mrt and not for & legislature. It

med to him that the suggestion of the
Chief Commissioner was the proper one.

MR. SwoRD moved the adjournment of
the debate, which was agreed vo.

*‘ REPLY TO BRITISH COLUMBIA’S DEFAMERS,”

Mgz. K1TcHEN moved * That a respectful
address be presented to His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor, praying him that he
will cause to be sent down to this house
copies of all correspondence between ‘the
Premier, Hon. T. Davie, and Mr. H. C.
Beeton, extending over the period between
June, 1893, and the present time,”

Hox. ME. DAVIE asked for some explana-
tion.

Mgz. KrrGHEN replied that he wished to
get what was evidently a missing link in the
correspondence.

Hox. Me. DAvIE—What does he suppose
the missing link is? (Laughter.)

MR. KrrogeN said he had had put in his
hands a document entitled, ** British Colum-
bia’s Defamers,” which contained a letter
not in the paper before the house,

- HoN. MRr. DAVIE would like to know
where Mr. Kitchen got the document he re-
ferred to; it was possibly a paper he had
purloined from some: one. ‘

Mz. Krroney denied that it was put-
loined and said it was put in his hands by
the Premier at:Chilliwack. .= . | i

Hoxn, MR. TURNER remarked upon ' the:
fact that the hon. gentlemen opposite had
nothing to say about the letter which they
had sent to {London so that it might be
there put in circulation and "thus prevent
the sale of the $600,000 bonds.  Men who
would do this were not only defamers but
traitors. They countenanced it they did
not write the lying statements complained
of, such asthat made use of by the clergy-
man, Mr. Maxwell, and published in the
News-Advertiser, that members of the
Government' had been found drunk in bar-
rooms at Vancouvery and other statements
damaging * to Provincial credit. The
circulars - gontaining  this defamation
were distributed in the stock ex-
change the morning the bonds were
issued, and they had a little injurious
effect, probably lowering the selling price
one point, for'which the authors might take
credit if they cared to do so.

Mg. CorroN was surprised at some of the |

things he had heard this afternoon. He
considered them & most gross outrage upon
himself and another member. If the report
published in the News-Advertiser were libel-
lous as complained of, he wanted to know
why the persons responsible had not been
brought to account for it in the manner pro-
videg by law. ‘He denied any knowledge
that the report had been sent to London,
and he repudiated any responsibility for
what the Rev. Mr. Maxwell had said, though
as that person was the minister of the largest
Presbyterian church in Vancouver he did
not think the paper should be blamed for
publishing the speech.

Hon. MR. Davie said that-it was
no use bringing suits against news-
papers  the . proprietors of which
we not responsible, and  against
whom no - judgment would be of any use.
He proceeded to read from one of the de-

.| famatory letters. §

M=z, KErTH took the point of order tha
the Premier having amswered. Mr. Cotton,
who spoke to' no motion and had proceeded
only as a matter of privilege, could not now
debate the general question. s

Mz, SPEAKER sustained the point.

Mz. BROWN declared he was not present

at the ‘meeting where Mr. Maxwell had
made the remarks quoted; and he declined
to take any responsibility for them. If the
News-Advertiser company had had a chance
at the treasury of the province for the past
few years they would perhaps not have
been so hard up. (Laughter.) {
. HoN. M. BEAVEN rose to * a real ques-
tion of privilege.” If as Mr. Kitchen said
the document he had referred to is the
original correspondence, and the other laid
before the house is mutilated, he thought
the matter should be inquired into.

HoN. Mz. DAVIE replied that there had
been no mutilation whatever. The honse
had the real oo ndence, except one
subsequent leter which would be brought

down. Mr. Kitchen’s document, which |

he had - evidently purloined, was merely
the original draft of a letter to Mr. Beeton,
and” the alterations mentioned were
those made in this draft when the proof
sheet was corrected and before the paper
was in any sense published.  There was no
material difference, and  there was mnot a
letter left out, as insinuated by the hon.
gentleman, who having so questionably ob-
tained the'mnrevised draft of a public docu-
mﬁ llbu.!r_.mndo this ni: of it to score a
tw Do point arises.

Mz. KrrenrN—Was not that psper given

to me?

Hox. M.:.-ﬂkvix-__—l saAy it was not ; A.ynn
‘Mg, E ned that he got §
tha e 86#
ome sta : mier, the
Accounts
and something else which he threw
ot liim. With theee two papers he found

in the telegraph office at
the report of the com-

h the Premier came
and took it from his h gl -

HoN, M=z. Daviz said it was perfectly

telegraph office that he had found Mr.
Kitohen reading  them,

mistake with the Publia Accounts, he knew
it was not for use, and

advantage of the mistake “to make use of it.

exposed the meth of hon. gentlemen

which he read in the Barkerville post office
was handed to him by the wife of the post-
master, who asked him what it meant, as

other paper called ‘¢ Facts Figures”
which had been' circulated th:?ei. H?had
only just commenced to look at it when it
was taken away.

Considerable discussion took place in
which several members urged that the
News-Advertiser’s report of the 24th of

on the stock exchange had been taken, should.
be printed with the correspondence asked
for, so that thv- might be fully informed
and Hon. Mr. Vernon accordingly moved to
that effecs. :

DR. WaATT said he was entirely opposed
to the suggestion. Those who wished to
read that reporv could no doubt obtain ac-
cess to it privately. Everyone knew that
Rev. Mr. Maxwell’s statements were en.
tirely false, and it was therefore not ex-
pedient to put them in the official records,
Whether or not the gentlemen responsible
for the Vancouver meetings had sent the re-
ports to London to influence the steck
market, he read from the News-Advertiser,
a8 evidence that such had been their idea, a
report appearing in April last of a meeting
where a gentleman named Duval, dealing
with the:* Declaration and appeal from the
mainland ” said : *“ £yven if thé appeal did
notsucceed they would gain theirchief point,
a8 they would show the London financiers
that it was a poor time to lend money, and

come to a stop.” He (Dr. Watt) thought it
was a most. discreditable thing for gentle-
men in this house.to back up the efforts of
outsiders to injure the oredit of the province,
(Applause.)

MR. BooTH took the same view as Dr.
Watt. -

HoN. MRr. Davie thought, although at
first in favor of printing it, that the amend-
ment had better be withdrawn,

After » good deal of farther discussion the
proposition to print the News-Advertiser

11, and the motion for the correspondence
was adopted,
RIVER OBSTRUCTIONS.
MR. CrorT moved, seconded by Hon. Mr.

large area of the most valuable agricul-
tural land in the District of Cowi-
chan, Vancouver Island, the same repre-
senting the deltas of the Cowichan,
Koksilah and Chemainusrivers has been in-
undated by said streams ; and whereas the
Koksilah river has become obstructed by
trees and other driftwood ; and whereas the
Cowichan river has for the last fow years
been largely used by lumbermen for floating:
timber £0 the sea.coast; and . whereas large
areas of land'on the banks of the Cowichan
river have been destroyed during the last
two years, the Cowichan Indian reserve
alone having been reduced by an area of one-
hundred and 'wenty acres; and wheress it
is estimatved that 2,000,000,000 feet of mer-
chantable timber exists around the head-
waters of the Cowichan river (of a value
delivered in salt water of $10,000,000);.
and whereas it is of the utmost importance
to the district of Cowichan and the Do-
‘minion of Canada that the lumber industry
in this district may continue ;

¢ Therefore, be it resolved, than an hum-
ble address be presented to His Honor the
Lieutenant-Governor, requesting that repre-
sentations be made to the Dominion Gov-
ernment to take steps towards having the
obstructions in the Koksilah river removed,
and the Chemainus and Cowichan rivers put
in such a state that the important indus-
tries of lumbering and farming in the dis-
trict of Cowichan may flourish.”
. The mover, speaking in support of the
resolution, showed how farming operations
had been interfered with by the state of the
river, which had also paralyzed the logging

industry.
PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE.

Mz. RoGERS asked to be relieved from
his position as a member of the public
accounts committee, and on motion of Hon.
Mr. Davie this was agreed to and Mr. Hall
was appointed in bis place.

NECHACO V. EY LANDS.

Mz. WATT asked the Hon. the Chief
Commissioner. of Lands and Works ::
¢ Whether it would not be practicable and
desirable for the governmens to dispose of
the sdrveyed lands in the Nechaco valley to
actmal settlers, in accordance with the prin-
ciples of the single tax system; that is,
that the province should retain its proprie-
tary rights in, but dispose of, the lands on
perpetual lease to those who will occupy-
and improve them, levying yearly as rental
or tax a.single impost, which shall include
and exclude all other provincial taxes? ”

Hox. Me. VEBNON replied that it would
uot be ] ble to do as suggested with-
out legislation. The desirability of such
! ation was a matter upon which he was
Dot at the present time prepared to give an
opinion. s p

The house adjourned at 5.40 p.m.,

AUSTRALIAN RELATIONS.

Loxpox, Jan. 24.—A deputation consist-
ing of Sir Charles Tupper, Sir Andrew
Clarke, agent-general for Viotoria ; Sir S.
Samuel, of New South Wales ; .Sir Robert
Herbert, of Tasmania ; Sir Westby Perci-
val, of New Zealand, and James Huddart,.
representing. the  Canadian-Australian
Steamship Company, waited upon the Mar-

ais of Ripon, Secretary of State for the
&oloniu,( yeaterday, to urge the . Imperial
Government to grant a anbsidy of £25,000 a
ear for teh years for a Pacific mail service
tween and Australia. All the
agente-general except Sir Robart Herbert
:g:ke in fayor of the request, urging that
matter was of ial importance at the
Efaent time, in view of the increase of
rench interests in the Pacific. Mr. Hud-
dart promijsed that if this subsidy were
granted a third steamer would be buils
uader admiralty supervision, and that all
futnu,ltoht:on would b‘; .I::ihblels; nfrmed
cruisers for purposes o perial defence.
Lord Ripon promised that the matter should
receive the moat careful attention. .

Jan, 22, —The political leaders

e, Basque provinces will send to Mr.
ladstone, now in Biarritz, a gold mounted
casket containing an address amd sprig of

b of Guern the symbol of Baeque
liberty. ;

executive council, but before -
true that lome.l:dp-nhd been left in the .

been thrbwn to him by
yet be had taken.

‘The matter of course was of no im .
there being nothin _to mm o::;
R, KITOHEN claimed that the report.

she had got it instead, she supposed, of an- -

September, from which the extract circulated -

8o for want of funds the work would have to -

report was negatived on division of 20 to-

Davie :—¢* Whereas for some years past a.

+Burned to the Water's
: Fleet at Sea Es
Than Usaal

“The Wrecked “Norway
—Coast Steamships’
Schedule,

The steamer City of Stanw
%o the Stanwood Navigation
burned to the water’s edge ab
‘ landing af§out seven miles thi
- -wood, Snohomish county, S|
'ing. The steamer was on hg
from Stillaguamish river poin
and had a full cargo of hay 2
touched at Port Susan, and at
+fire broke out was taking on
She had a number of Ppassenger

a8 far as could be learned, the
and was under full sway bel
ecarcely realized it. Indeed,
the flames spread that in fiv
most the entire vessel was ab
to stern. Captain Hartman, n
tried to scuttle the vessel and
from the dock to prevent the
<spreading to it. The quick
rthe flames preyented the prope
the vessel, and she was run uy
.83 well as the time wonld pe
doned by the crew.  The
Severe, the vessel being valu
+$8,000, with insurance at $5,00
THE SEALING FLEE
The forest of masts which
conspicuously over the upper
harbor every winter has disa
year, earlier than ever before.
ing schooners which will hunt i
ese coast waters, and which nug|
half the fleet, have with many
will cruise along this coast ta
parture. It is not probable ths
:sghooner Worlock, which has
Yokohama, will be fitted out th
season’s operations, as it is said
cruise was a most unprofitable
-crew still remain with the vess
understood, are determined not
until their wages are forthcon
the vessel left here, howeve
* changed ownership, being now i
-of Mr. 8. L. Kelly’s assignees.
A CHANGE IN THE SCHE
According to new regulations
“Coast Steamship Company
after to-day; leave Victoria for §
co at 5 o’clock in the evening i
-a.m. . To bring about this cha
the next steamer will sail from k
-day, four days instead of five
-day. The five day system will
tinued.

-

LEGISLATIVE MAT

. The act respecting partnershiy
in the Legialature in fulfilmg
Promise made in the speech from
18 & comprehensive measure con

‘sections besides the four sched|
the prescribed certificate of
declaration of co-partnership, deq
dissolation of partnership, and

the register. It is a digest of
law relating to partnershi , m
‘vision for the formation of ﬁmi bi
#hips as well as for the registrati
ness ﬁrml.dlhhdeﬁ.nes the natu
aership, and the relations of g
persons “dealiig with them an
another ; treats of the dissolutic

nership and its n
sets  forth mmh y
ing to partnershi
matter of registration dealt
this bill is one which has recei
deal of attention from the Board
by whom it was recommended
ernment.

. The act respecting witnesses an
is a digest of the law of evidend
roduction of docnments before
his was one of the bills promi
speech. ;

Another very useful measure is
the better prevention of fraudulef
leading statements by comp
others, This is very. shd
in substance provides that w
advertisement, letter-head, pa
account or document issued, pu
circulated by or for any corporatig
ation or company, purports to staf
scribed capital of the company,
capital actually and in good
scribed, and no more, shall be so s
any violation of this provision calg
mislead any person having any
with the said corporation shall, u
mary conviction, be liable to a p
exceeding $200 and costs, and not
$50 and coste, or imprisonment £
not exceeding three months and
than one month.

THE MEMBERS’ ADDRESSES
~ The following are the city adg
#the members of the legislature :

Adams, Wm., 23 North Park st
Anderason, G. W., 29 King’s road
Baker, Hon. James, Esquimalt
Beaven, Hon. Robt., 22 Vancouy
Booth, J. P., Windsor hotel,
Brown, J. C., New Eugland hof]
Cotton, F. C., Driard hotel.
‘Croft, Henry, Esquimalt road.
Davie, Hon. Theo.; Saanich road
Eberts, D. M., Gorge road.
Fletcher, Thos., 181 Fort street.
‘Forater, T., New England hotel.
“Grant, John, 2 Cadboro Bay roa
- Hall, R. H., 80 Henry street.
Higgins, Hon. D. W., Cadboro ]
Horne, J. W., Driard hotel.
Hunter, Jos., 49 Birdcage walk.
Keith, T., New Eogland hotel.
Kellie, J. M., Oriental hotel.
Kitohen, T. E., Oriental hotel.
Martin, G. B., Oriental hotel.
McKenzie, C. C., 130 Fort streef
Milne, Dr. G. L., 100 Dallas road
Pooley, Hon. C. E., Esquimalt
Punih, Jas., Oriental hotel.
Rogers, 8. A., Driard hotel.
_Senilin, C, A., Driard hotel,
- Smith, A. W, Driard hotel.
. Stoddart, D. A., Oriental hotel.
Sword, C. B., Oriental hotel.
er, Hon. J. H., 1 Pleasant
Vernon, Hon. Forbes G., 72 Cook
Watt, Dr. A. T., 85 Fort street.

Ayer's Pills are constantly advancis
‘Sstimation of those who' use them,

the appetite, promote digestion
Mlthy action, and regulate every'

- They are pleasant to take, gentle in
- ation, and powerful in subduing 4

Panis, Jao, 22.—It is learned
i thadnnlmww




