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He never lost the simple faith of his childhood. 
He was so sure about the main things, the vast 
things, the indispensable things, of which all 
formulated faiths are but a more or less stam
mering expression, that he was content with the 
rough embodiment in which his ancestors had 
laboured to bring those great realities to bear 
as beneficent and propulsive forces upon their 
own and their children’s minds and consciences. 
His instinctive faith sufficed him.”

To his own students John McCrae once 
quoted the legend from a picture, to him “the 
most suggestive picture in the world”: What I 
spent 1 had: what l saved 1 lost: what 1 gave 
1 have;—and he added: “It will be in your 
power every day to store up for yourselves 
treasures that will come back to you in the 
consciousness of duty well done, of kind acts 
performed, things that having given away freely 
you yet possess. It has often seemed to me 
that when in the Judgement those surprised 
faces look up and say, Lord, when saw we Thee 
anhungered and fed Thee; or thirsty and gave 
Thee drink; a stranger, and took Thee in; 
naked and clothed Thee; and there meets them 
that warrant-royal of all charity, Inasmuch as 
ye did it unto one of the least of these, ye have 
done it unto Me, there will be amongst those 
awed ones many a practitioner of medicine.”
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