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indicate also a climate sufficiently mild to allow of

I heir having grown upon the land where they now
occur. Mr. Hopkins, in his anniversary address as

President of the Geological Society of London, has

published a remarkable geological speculation, which

would account for the facts above mentioned.* So

far as the evidence of drift boulders is concerned, 1

have shown that the direction of the currents was from

the south ; a fact which falls in with the drift theory,

so far as it goes.

We cannot, however, dissociate these trees from the

facts connected with the distribution of the remains of

the Siberian Mammoth in Asia and America. It is

now known that this elephant was provided with a

warm fur, and that his food was of a kind which grows

even now in Northern Siberia ; so that the drift theory,

which was formerly supposed necessary to account for

the occurrence of these remains, has now been quietly

dropped, sub silentio, by the geologists. Many other

drift theories have, in like mannner, lived their short

day, and gone the way of all false hypotheses ; among
others, the drift; theory of the origin of coal. Further

investigation may show that the glacial epoch of

Europe was one of a very different character in Asia

am' America, and that, while glaciers clothed the sides

of K^nowdon and Lugnaquillia, pine forests flourished

in the Parry Islands, and the Siberian elephants wan-

dered on the shores of a sea washed by the waves of

an ocean that carried no drifting ice.

There is abundant evidence, however, that the Arctic

Archipelago was submerged in very recent geological

periods ; for we know that subfossil shells, of species

* Journ. Geol. Soc. Lond., vol. VIII. p. Ixiv.


