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INTRODUCTION.

Mr, CuAiaMAN and Qkntlbmkn.—In readiag luj pro-

a^nt paper hufore the Society, I am not violafcJDg aay oi

the purpn t» 5 of ita aBSOciatiou.

The chifacter- ot liiG ago iu w'aioh wa live, moulds ib«i

tiatuie an;l creates the spirit oi oar insiitutiina,

Thia Sooioty is tho offjpria<;of tiio liberal atnl ea'tir»ht-

oned character of riiis ai;'\ aud pn.u-ily boasjsof tho va-

riety of -^arauita which form tho ewai-insa of ita exiatoaco.

It txr:raJti.r no pro'ciiic''.), no occupaM^j-n from its ranke,

and in its li'lo holda out no disiinotioii of clan or ches.

Ita rosea;'ch«ji and dieouiisijnr? arc not confined eolely to

the stuav v-t ih«' o iS^— Ltiey are iv^l cdnturicig bahiad tho

ago, We '-uru our c-ye3 chittly on lihe wo'.iJeiful page of

the Prcaent, aud from cxporiouco form oopjec'ures as to

the Fatur«

In the spirit of the proeont I have composed it, and may
ita pag03 bj truly prophetic of tho future I

* Now " The Toronto Literary Association,"
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