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Haviiif]^ recovorod, ho niado an atteini)t, two yeai-s

later, to explores tlie Arkansas in caiiot'S, from its

mouth, hut noc'omplishcd little hesides killing a good

number of hulfalo, hears, deci', and wild turkeys.

He was confirmed, hoM-ever, in the helief that the

Comanches and the Spaniards of New Mexico might

be reached by this route.

In the year of La Harpe's first exploration, one

Dii Tisn^ went up the Missouri to a point six leagues

above Grnnd Hiver, where stood the village of the

Missouris. lie wished to go farther, but they would

not let him. He then returned to the Illinois, whence

he set out on horseback with a few followers across

what is now the State of Missouri, till he reached the

village of the Osages, which stood on a hill high up

the river Osage. At first he was well received ; but

when they found him disposed to push on to a town

of their enemies, the Pawnees, forty leagues distant,

they angrily refused to let him go. His firmness and

hardihood prevailed, and at last they gave him leave.

A ride of a few days over rich prairies })rought him

to the Pawnees, who, coming as he did from the

hated Osages, took him for an enemy and threatened

to kill him. Twice they laised the tomahawk over

his head ; but when the intrepid traveller dared them

to strike, they began to treat him as a friend.

AVlien, however, he told them that he meant to go

fifteen days' journey farther, to the Padoucas, or

Comanches, their deadly enemies, they fiercely for-

bade him; and after planting a French flng in their
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