
yl Dejcription of New France. 90t
whole city. There be other brooks.

Herrings.; where after the iinelt cometh the lierring,

with like niultitudc, as we have alreaity

Pikhers. marked clfewhcre. //««, the pikhersdo

come in their lealbii, in iiicli abundance,

that fomttimes, willing to have iimiething

more tor our fupptrilun ordinary, inlcls

than the I'pacc ol an hour, we had taken

enough of them to I'crve us tor three

tills philolb])hcr did lire witii Amhrofid
and o, the tood of the gods, and not of
lilli, ot which none are tarrificcd unto
them -, our f.iid good re]igiou<;, as the

Ccrdciiers, or Francifcvis of Si. Maio,
and orhtis of the maritime towns, toge-

ther with the pricfts, may fay that in eat-

ing Ibmetimes fifli, they eat of the meat
confccrated to God. For when the N(\(3-

Dolphlns, days. 'I'hc dolphins, iVurgeons and fal- /i7«W/rt?;<y«7f« do meet with fome wonder-

Ifh

i m

ity.

^•..i„cun;., ,^j,ns do get to tile head of the river in
baliiioiis.

jj^j. j-jjij py^-i jirjyal, where luch quantity

of them are, that they carried away the

nets which we had laid for them, by rea-

fon ot the multitude of them that we liiw

Fidiing of there. Ill all places iilh abound there

the ittva- in like manner, as we our felves have feeii.

£'s- The lavages do make a hurdle, or wear,

that crollctli the brook, which they hold

almoll: up ilrait, proped ;igainll wooden

bars, archwife, and leave there a fpace

lor the iifli to pafs, which fpace tney

flop when tiie tide doth retire, and all the

lilli arc found llaycd in fuch a multitude

that they liitftr them tobelolf. And as tor

the dolphins, Ihirgeons and falmons, they

take them after that manner or do llrike

them \s ith harping irons, lb that thelc;

people are iuippy ; for there is nothing

ui the world to good as thel'e frelli meats.

And I iind by my reckoning that Pytha-

goras was very ignorant, forbidding in his

fair golden itiitences the ufe of iilh

witiiout dillindtion. One may excufe him,

in thatfifli being dumb hath tome conform-

ty with his feCt, wherein dumbncfs (or

filence) was much commc'ndcd. It is al-

io laid that he did it becaufe that tilh is

nourilhed in an elemeiit enemy to man-
kind. Item, that it is a great fin to kill

and to eat a creature that iloth not hurt us.

Item., that it is a delicious and luxurious

meat, not of necelfity (as indeed in the

hieroglyphics of Orus Jpollo, filh is put

tor a mark ot delicicy and voluptuouf-

nefs). Item that he(thefaid/'_)'//.)tf_g-erffj)did

eat but meats that might be offered to the

guds ; which is not done with fifli, and

uiher luch toys recited by Plutarch in his

CoH'ci'-.ial i'^iejlicns. But all thofe fuper-

llitions be tuolilli ; and I would fain ile-

mand oi fuch a man, if being in Ctinada

he h.ki rather die for hunger tlian to eat

Iilh. So many anciently to follow their

own fancies, and to fay thcfe be we, have

forbidden their followers the ufe of meats

that God h.ith given to man, and Ibme-
times l.iy'd yoaks upon min that they

themfelves would not bear. Now what-

foevtr thephi'olopliy of Pythugcras is, I

am none of hi-,;. 1 find better the rule

of our gooil relig;ov'.s nun, whicli ]ilealc

tlKnifelves in eatriji; of tleih, which 1 liked

well in Nciv France, neither am I yet dif-

pleali-d when I meet with fuch tare. If
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ful fair cod, they make of it a S,ni5loru>n,

fo do they call it, and do vow and confe-

crate it to St. Francis, St. Nicholas, St.

Leonard and others, head and all, where-
as in their lithing they call the heads into

the fea.

I Ihould be forced to mike a whole
book if I would difcourlt of all the filh

that are common to the Br.iftluius, Flori-

diar.s, /Irmouchiquois, Cunudians, \xnlSou-

riqtiois. But I will rellrain myfi If to two
or three, having firll told tli.it in Port
Royal there are great bet!s of mulcles, Mufdtf?;

wherewith we did fill our Ihallops, when
that fometimes we went into thofe parts.

There be alfo fcallops twice as big as oy- "Calloj-j.

ffers in quantity. Item, cockles, winch have Cockle,

never failed us ; As alfb there are chatag- Sentiitf-

Hcs de mer, fea chefnuts, the molf delici- ";"'•

ous filh that is poffible to be. Lew, crabs
l' b'urs

and lobflers, thole be the Ihell -ridi ; but a rnrt of

one mull take the pleafure to fetch them, ci„ht

and are not all in one place. Now the J'.-.-;i!c.'i

faid port being eight leagues compafs, "^^n'F'^'".

there is (by the abovelaid philolbphers

leave) good fport to row in it tor fo plea-

llint a 'ifl'.ing.

And teeing v/e are in the country v.'lvr-;

the cods are taken, I will not yet le -.v . uif
''

work, until I have Ipoken fonu thing

thereof. For fo many people ami in lij

great number go to fetch them OLit of all

the parts ot Europe every year, that I

know not from whence liich a Iwarm may
come. The cods that be brou^;ht into

tliefe parts are either dry or w-t. The
tiihing of the wet filh is on the bank in

the open lea, on this fide Neivfou>:dland.

Fifteen or twenty (more or lefs) mariners

h.ive every one a line (it is a cor.l) of

forty or fifty fathoms long, at the end
wlureof is a hook baited, and a lead of

three; i)ounds weight to bring it to the

bottom-, with this implement they filh

their cods, which are fo greedy, th.it no
Iboner kt down, but as foon caught,

where pood filhin" is. The fifh bcino;

drawn a lliip-board, there are boarJ.s in

form of narrow tables along the ihip

when; the Iilh are drelfed. There is one

that cutt;-th off their heads and calhtli

tin m commonly in the fea •, anotlur cut-

teth tluir bellies and garhelleth them, and

fendcth back to his fellow the bimTcll; part

of the iiack-bone whicli he cuttcth awav.
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