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A S Y S T E M or G E G fi A P H Y. lU i>^o\s-iu-i.

1 iml i

(if I'llKiciU Ciil.niici.! cl;iy. Near the ftiure the

kiw ..ml iii.illliv, coviied v.ilh trees of various

and within l.irni are lar_i;c plains, with liiile

hciba,;e except tiii'fs, intcrfpcrfcd with tult.s of tn-i.'s,anil

tMx lakes. In the ei.iuuiy are a L;icat variety of (luulis

and plants, with i.iariy ct thnl'.- Ici'.ov.'m in Enrcp , as

the vool'berry, ciiiirnt, and cranberry, thawbcnus, an-

f;«Iiva, wi'd aiiiieiilas, I'avine, niany of" the I.ipland

pljnt.v, and other-> ihat Mre in;knuwn to iis. Tlur.' arc

jitei.: quantities of \vi!d riie by the fides of the I ike-^ and

livers i th.:re ij alfo U.iifi jir.'J\ and goud ineaJciw ;^rnuiul,

and at the lae^onci r.re tn!; r.diie gardens, tipeci..llv at

10 il i '"., .ki[-.,iiv, ai;d Mool'c ;ivci, where rii(i(r kinds

of K.nt;li!b !>ardfo-lUiff" gmw very well, as beans, peas,

i-al'b.Ties, turnips, an.l many k'lr.h of fallado. farliier

wiiliiii land 'lie country is much more (luitlul, ll.e luni-

Rurs warmer, the v.'intcrs ibovier, and lels livtie.

There are many forts of minerals here : lead-cue is faid

to b.' found in plenty on the furface ot the tauli near

Churchill Fort ; iron oic is likewiie to be niv t wiili, and

the n .-.tives who lue to the northward frequeiitiy biin^

pieces of copper to that f.id;)rv. 'I'here are likevvile a

great v.iiiety of talcs, fp.irs, and rock-irvlijis ot diit'ei-

eiit colours, as red and wbi:e, the former icIembiinL;

rubies, and the latter, wliich are very tranlparent,

ihootinc; info pciitingular pi.lms. In the iiorthcin (larts

tiiin mcafurci h well, a- always tj make the free Tul to.
wards the wator, t! t tijcy may have the lefs dilfanci- (,',

roll it, when tluy h ae cut oil' ihe biamhes. This ii^,,,,

they float it to the place appoinlicl, and thcfe pieces (hey
cut hi. i;i:r or lels to fuil tluir convenience. Si)ine;irii, i

tluy ule the trunks of l..r-e tieis, whiili ihcy Lty il,,t i.,

the water; at others they lalten Itakes )n the bottom <>( ihc
channel, and then interweavin:; Ihiall biaiu-hes, fill ,,3
the vacaiuies v, ith cl,iy, mud, -.-.i-.ti mofs, in fueh a ni.,iu
ner, as renders the dam very tiijht and Iccurc. In thef.
works tneir tails ferve them for carts and trowels, ;uij
tlieir iieih f,.r axis

; their paw? fupply the place of hands
and their leet leivc iuift-ad ol oars.

'

1 he Londiuction of ilieir liouf s is no lefs adminihl-

•

they are gencially built upon piles, at fome diltance IroVi
the (hore, but lumctiin^s 1 lofe to the liaiiksof ti.e r:vcis
the iirit make hoLs at the boilom of the water l,;r plai;--'

in^' ti\ polls, upon which each <d' their edifices is Imi »

in a niwit curious inuiiner ; their form is round, uith ^
llatroofj the w.dlb are two (Vet thiLk, and fomeiuiiCi
more

;
ihiy are loimedol'llie fnne materials as ihe dims

jull ment'i/iied, and every part is I'o well linillied, i,,.ii iij

air tan poliibly enter ; about Iv.o thirds ol the e.lifi(;,_ j^

railed above tne water; in this they lodL.'e, and .ire cart-
hil to kei'p It clean. I hey have gen-rally three or !vvt
lilfereiu avenues to e.uli houle, VN'hieli they enter un^T

nJ a t fiid of loal ; tne afbeltos, or Itone-llav, is I
water. To provide piovilions a;^.i;nU t!ie vv'int
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coir.mon here ; and alio a (tone of a black, fmooth,

.".nd fliinin;; furface, that eallly feparates into thin tranl-

parent leaves, which the natives ule as looking-glalies.

'I'he country likewife abounds in various kinds ol mar-

ble, fome Ipetkled with green, blue, and red ; and others

perfecilv whiiv".

Anionr the animals arc deer, rabbit?,, beavers, and

oilier bt'Lilh ; with a great variety of birds, as fwans,

v.ild-necL, plover, ducks, and many dhers that fly to

the nolth^^•3rd in the fpriiu' to breed, and return to the

fiiuthward in autumn. There arc likcv^'ife eagles, hawks,

p:iir.id.;es, p'leai'ants, crows, and owls.

As the inhabitants of this country arc cloathed in the

fi<ins of beavers, and as t:-.e principal trade cunfills in

thole skins, with which they have fupplied us by means
/efieurr/- f^( ,1,^. H'ldfon's-bay company, it wili be proper to give

' 'nfeif.
|]crc a defcription of that curious animal. A large btaver

is about twenty-cit'ht inches in length, from the Imid

part of the heail to the root of the tail, and weighs iixty

cr f.-ventv pounds, but their colour i> dilierent ; in Ibine

places t'liey are black, in others \^hitc, and in others

idmult of the colour of the deer. Tne beaver lives to a

Urcat n^e ; the females gcncrallv bring forili four young

ones ata time. Their jaws arc lurniihed wiih two cutters

•and cinht grinders ; the upper cutter is two inches and a

half in leiigth, and the lower fomcthing longer. The
upper iaw projects over the lower one; the head is (liapcd

like that of a rat, and is fmall in pioportiun to its body ;

its fnnut is long, its eyes fmall, and its cars fharp and

round ; its lei;s are but about hvc inches in length, with

paws formed like a man's hand ; but the hind-feet are

webbed like the ties of a goofe. The tail is fhaped like

the blade of a paddle, and is four inches broad where it

joins to the body, live or fix in the middle, and thiee at

the e.xtreinitv : it is .ibout fourteen inches in length, and

about an inch in thickncfs. It is covered with a fcaly

skin, thefcales being r'.car a quarter of an inch long, and

fold over each other, like tliofe of afifh.

The ancient writers of natural hiffory are miftakcn in

atTertini:, that the beavers bite off tlv.ir telHcles when pur-

fued by the hiintfmen j for what t.ne phylicians call cat-

torciini, is the inguinal glands of this animal.

TheinJuftry, forefight, and good management of thefe

nnimaN is extremely I'urpriiing, and fcaicc credible to

thofe vvliu never faw them. VVhen they want to form a

fettlement, three or four, or mor. of them, afl'emhle to-

gether, and firft pitch upon a place where they may
have provdions, fuch as the b.irk ot trees, particularly

roots, or grafs, with cveiv thing ncceflary lor erecting

their edilicis, which mull be furroundcJ with wa:er
;

and if there be neither a convenient lake nrr pond they

make one, by flopping the eourfe ot fome brooK, or rivei,

with a d.im. For this purpoie they cut down tree, a-

bovc the
I
laee where they arc relulvid to build, and take
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diawthe flicks they cut liom the trees, and thruiliivoni;
end into the mud, let them lie uiilir the water im p..;.

h rve the bark green and tender for their winter pruviiloiis.

1 here aie foc.ieiimts found eight or ten beavers in uiie

houli; ; at ctiieii not nioie than three or four ; and let

tiieni be as iiunie.ous as tiiey wiil, tiiey all ladt u luii

one floor.

VVhen the fiiows ni.;lt and raife the dream, the,' icavo
their dwelling, and I'eparate nil the feafun returns' for rc-

p.iiiing them, or for building new ones, which is in (he

niomh ot July. 'I'he Indians lay traps for the beavers in

the paths they frequent, and bait liiem with frefli-cutpo >
lar boughs, which they are very fmd of. Sonutiinesilie

Indians open the iee ncai the beaver-hoiifes, at which
opening one Hands, wiiuc another dillurbs the hoafe-

when the beaver halleningto make his efcapeat t.'-.c ,ie:i-

ing, feldoni tails of having his biv.ias buit out ti'.e nioLieiit

he railes his bead above the water.

1 he beavers are excellent food, but the tonL'iie n:ij

tail are the moft delicious parts. The Indians" fir.e-

liines roall thefc animals in the fame manner as ue Jo
pigs, full burning off their (ur.

J he coal! s arc liei|uciited by fjals, and the rlverj and

lakes ba\e very Lirge llur^eoii, pike, and trout; unit

two very delicious kinds of lilh ; the one called tic, m,i:',

the other relembling m\ eel, I' otted with yellow' jad

v\'hi:e, and called by the natives inuthoy ; theC- a;e

reckoned fatted in wiiitir, when they are cau.;l.t liy

making holes in the ice, and letting down a h.!;icd

hook, at v.diicli the iifh greedily bites. At the ir.ouihi

of the rivers, cfpetially thofe nii.rc to the nurtii, .iri;

plenty of hue falmun, trout, and a fi(h called afuccr,

which rerenib'es a carp. 'I'here comes in with the fi.j.ii

tide a great number of white whale;., which might

calily be taken.

S K C T. n.

Jit Perfins, Drefi, Mtimers, Cii/km!, tin.-l RAipm ('' t''i

Iniliuiii on the ivfj/ern Cciijl of H:i.lj-^n's kiy ; xiith a Dt-

f^iiptkn of Tiik Fii<!'jiy.

THE natives are nf the middle fizc, and of a copper

colour : tiiey have black ejes, and long, lank,

black hair ; but their features vary as in Europe. They
are of aehi.arfiii difporuion, good-natured, aft'abic, fiicnJ-

iy, and hoiitft 111 their dealings.

In fummer tiie men are clothed in a clofe coat m3i!e

of blanket, which they buy ot the Knglifh fettled in their

neighbourhood. They have a pair of leather llockings,

which leach fo high as to ferve alfo for breeches, and

they make thvii Ibues of the fame niaterials.

The


