
lliis often renders fniiticss the best concocted enterprise by

sea, from the uncertainty of the arrival of the army at its

destination. The smallest delay is often dangerous, as it

gives the enemy the time to prepare themselves for defence,

without hurry or confusion.

MoNTCAT.M :— I will not conceal from you, sir, that I

always looked upon the distribution you made of your army

upon your landing near Quebec, as diametrically opposed to

the established principles in castrametation. It is a known
axiom in the art of war, that an army ought to be encamped

in such a manner as to have a free and easy communication

with all its parts; that they may unite quickly without any

obstruction, and be able to defend and sustain each other

reciprocally over the whole extent of the camp, in case any

part of it is attacked. You divided your army in three different

camps; one of them upon the Pointe Levis, another upon the

Island of Orleans, and the third at the SauJt de Montmorency

The two branches of the St. Lawrence river, which forms the

Island of Orleans, each of them about half-a-mile broad,

separated your three camps, without a possibility of

establishing a communication between them ; and your

camp upon the Pointe Levis was at a distance of six miles from

your camp at the Sault de Montmorency. Your position

was such that had we fallen with our army on any of your

three camps, we would have cut them to pieces, before those

of your other two camps could have come to their assistance.

The knowledge for choosing an advantageous ground for

encamping an army, always appears to me to be one of the

most essential talents requisite in a general. How could

you remain quietly in such a dangerous position during two

months, without trembling.

Wolfe :—What hindered you then, sir, from executing

that which appeared to you so easy ?

Montcalm :—We attempted it, but with very bad success.

Seven days after your landing at the Pointe Levis, Mr. Dumas,
Major of the ('olony troops, was sent to attack your camp at the

Pointe Levis, with a body of fifteen hundred men, who in the
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