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sunk between elevated precipices ; and the water, covered wrtli

Binall vessels passing and re-passing, form a lively and busy scew;
these, together with the town, and the adjacent coimtry, diversi-

fied by lakes with verdant borders, exhibit, in the midst of a barren

wild, a combination which may, for a sliort period, afford tbe

charms of novelty.

Over a place called the Barrens, is a road which leads from

Fort Townshend to Fo«-t William, conjnianding the narrows and

the harbour. With the fatter, Signal-hill, from whence the ap-

proach of ships is announced, communicates. Its perpendiculur

height from the sea is foiH* Hundred and four feet ; and it coiitaiuii,

on its summit, two ponds, affording excellent water.

The bay of Bulls lies about twenty-eight miles from Saint John's.

The intcernal parts of the islafid have *iever yet been explored 4jf

the English. A very small portion of laud is at preijent cultivated,

as neither the soil nor diniate are favourable to productions ne-

cessary for ihe support of life. The duration of summer is too

short ; and no kind of giain has sufhcient time to arrive at fitatu-

rity. Tiie winter breaks up in May ; and, until the end of Sep-
tember, the air is temperate, during whidi the progress of vege-

tation is sufhciently rapid. Hay mid grass are here of very indif-

ferent quality. The land is so sparingly covered with soil, that

much labour and expence are necessary to produce a crop, which
but poorly recompences the industry of tlie husbandman. The
quantity of ^ound used for the purposes of cultivation, is tliere-

t'ore very smaii ; and the prohibkioa of tlie parent state against

attempts to colonize, are, by the sterile nature ofthe country, reit-

dered almost unnecessary. The fishermen are in times of war-
fare, enjoined to return to England ; and the merchant is auth<^

rised, to retain from the wages of each person in his employ, a
certain proportion as a provision, in case of incapacity from po-
verty or sickness, for any individual to return to his country.

By this prudent regulation, no seaman thus engaged, can be lost

to the service ojfthe state.

The English and French long shared between them, the |Hi-

vilege of drying their fish on the coasts of this island; the latter

occupying the southern and northern parts, and the former the

«asteru shores. Tlie interior is oooi^posed of mountains, covered
with woods of an indifferent quality. The animals found here, are

foxes, porcupines, hares, squirrels, lynxes, otters, beavers, wolves,

and bears. The chase is difficult, and unattended with profit.

The laud and water-fowl are partridges, snipes, woodcocks, fal-

cons, geese, ducks, and penguins. In the bays and rivers are found
fish of variouskinds, such as salmon, eels, herring, mackrel, plaice,

trout, and almost every description of shell-fish.

• The territory which was requisite to prepare the cod fish, be-


