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uf cord to ho bronpht fmiii tin' city. .mkI osier lt;in«1s to !»(> tnndft

liy liic sol(li(>ry, wlu'rcwilli to liiml llic imiltitiKic of inismicig

jiitoiil to t'.'ill into tlicir IimikIs. His whole force he diviilnl into

si'veii liMtliilioiH, cjicli cotilMiniiiii from lifleeii liiiiidred to two
tlioiisnnd c:iv;dry. With these he |tre|»!ired to <j;ive luittle.

When the ('hristiiins thus smw an overwhelminfj; l'or<'e in front

I'avalry hoveriiij; on either Hank, and tin* deep waters of the

(iuadalete behind them, they felt the peril of their situation.

In this enier^fney Alvar I'erez de Castro showed hiniseU the

altle c!iptain that he had been represented. Thonjih appiiiciitly

deferring' to the piinee in council, lu; virtually took the connninul,

rilling- anionu; the troops lie;htly armed, with truncheon in liniid,

cnconijiLiint:; every one hy word and look and fearless demeanor.
'I'o uive the most formidal»le appearance to tlii'ir little host, lie

ordered that as many as possihle of the foot-soldiers slionld

mount upon the mules and Iteasts of burden, and form a tr(ii>|) to

be kept in reserve. Hefore the battle ho conferred the honor of

knijihthood on (larci.'i Terez de Vai<;aH, a cavalier destined to

ti;ain renown for hardy deeds of arms.
When the troops were all ready for the field, the prince ox*

liorted them .is ixood Christians to confess their sins and olitaia

aiisolution. There was a "loodly numluT of priests and friars

with the army, as there <;enerally was with all the plunderinij: ex-

peditions of this holy war. but there were not enouj^h to confess

all tile army; those, therefore, who could not have a priest or

monk for the purpose, confessed to each other.

Anionjj the cavaliers were two noted for their valor ; but who,

though brothers-in-law, lived in mortal fend. One was Dieifo

Perez, vassal to Alvar Perez an<l brother to him who had just

been armed kniiilit; the other was Pero JNliuuel, both natives

of Toledo. Dieiio Perez was the one who had jjlven cause of

olTcnce. lie now approached his adversary and asked his pardon

for that day only ; that, in a time of such mortal peril, there niiifjit

not be enmity and malice in their hearts. 'J'he priests added
tlicir exhortations to this recjuest, but Pero Miguel sternly refused

to pardon When this was told to the prince and Don Alvar,

they likewise entreated Don Miguel to pardon his brother-in-law.
'•

I will," replied lie, "if he will come to my arms and embrace
me as a brother." liut Diego Perez declined the fraternal em-

brace, for he saw danger in the eye of J'ero Miguel, and he knew
his savage strength and savage nature, and suspected that lie

meant to stran<ile him. So Pero Miguel went into battle with-

out p;irdoning his enemy who had implored his forgiveness.
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