
nnd Iho oiin;innl lioaty will 1ki carriwl out. TIio pledge

Kiado to Uritish Columbia, the |)lo(lgo8 mode in roforonco to

the future of IhiH Dominion will be cnm«Hl out under the

nuBpioea of a ('onHorvutivo (Jovenimont, and with the s^jk

)iort of a Conservtttivo parly. That road will be oonntruct^d,

iind, notwithstanding all tho wiloH of tho Opponition and the

flimHy arn.ngomcnt which has been concocted, tho road is

going to be built and proceeded with vigorou.sly, continu-

ously, ByHtematically and guccoHnfully to a completion, and

tho fate of Canada will then, as a Dominion, be Realcd. Then
will the fate of (."anada, an one groat body, bo fixeu boyond

tho possibility of hon. gontlomon tounntttle. The emigrant

from Kuiope will tind buroa happy and comfortiible iiomo in

the groat West, by tho exertion of tho ConHorvntivo party.

But then, Sir, comes the intorjoction. AfU<r tho nrrangc-

menU have bten made and tho Government had made a

contract that lion, gentlemen opposilo three or lour years

ago wouhl have laugho<l at and bragged and lioastcd of a.s a

wonderful jiroof of their HU])erior adminiNtrutivo ability

—

wi.' now liuVo the nwtorlion iliut tho contract was made
without duo authority. Ah long iw Moitlecai nits at tho

King's gate ho will proloftt. Wo have had to take part in

Ibis discussion with genllemon who are uccomplished

actors— my hon. friends oppusite. These lion, genllomon

lire perfectly trained histrionics. But. .Sir, tho l>oi*t actor is

not always successful. Wo have had tragedy, comedy and

farco from tho other side. Sir, it commoucod with tragedy.

The contiact was declared oppressive, and tho amount of

money to bo given was enormous. Wo were giving away
Iho whole lands of the North-Wost. Not an aero w i to bo

loft for tho free and independent foot of Iho free and

independent settler. There was to bo a monopoly handed

over to this Company. Wo had painted the tyranny of

this Company that was to ovor-ritle the peoiiie by laising a

high tariff, and tho tyranny of a great numopoly which was

to keep in their control a largo ai-eaof lands—out of whii li

they expect to build this i-ailway—for some hundreds ofyears,

in order that through the exertions of olhcrs tho value of

tlieir acreage might be increased, and this was tho tragedy;

!»nd hon. gontleuion opposite playe<l it so well, that if thej'

did not affect the whole audience, wo could see toarh of pity

nnd sorrow trickling down tho cheeks of gentlemen sitting

on that side of the Ifonw. Then, Sir, we had the comedy.

Tho comedy was that when evory one of the speeches of

those hon. gentlemen wore road to thorn, it was proved that

last year or the year before, and in previous years, they had

thought one way, and that now lliey spoko in another way.

Then it was the most amusing and comic thing in tho world.

l''.very hon. gentlemen got u|) and said, " J am not bf)Uiid by

ihat. 1 1 is true that I said so a year ago, or it is true that 1 said

so two years ago, but ci'cumstances alter cases, circum-

stances are changed in two years, or one year, or in eight

months in one case, but what I said eight months ago 1 am
not bound now.'' This was very comic. Itamiiiedus all.

it amused tho House, nnd the whole countiy chuckled on a

broad grin. These hon. gentlemen .said it is true, we were

fools eight monlliH ago, and two years ago ;
but, bectiuse wo

wore t<x)lK in the past you have no right, being Mininlers, to

bo fools loo; you have no right to advocate tho follies wo
dvocated then, when now wo assort acts of wisiloni <,u our

l)art. This was the comedj*. Now, Sir. the lust thing thatcamo

was tho farco. Wo Ixid the farce laid on the Tnblo to-dn)%

The tragedy and comedy wore pretty successful ; bm. tho

farce 1 am afrniil, with an ini))artial aiuiionco, in theatrical

phrase, will be damned. It is a farce, but still whether it

will be farcical in its consequence, 1 do not know. 1 do not

. Iiink, for my part, that it will bo farcical in its conscfiuenccs,

occauso the greatest punishment Ibata farco writer or a farco

actor can get when ho has played his farce, is that

his fai :o is unsuccessful, and tho audience hisfes tho act,

and this will bo tho consequence of this charming farce. Jt

Ins been plaj'cd to change the metaphor, Mr. Speaker,

may say it i.i too thin. It won't catch tlie blindest. It

won't catch tho most credulous. It won't catch the most
unsuspicious. No one of common sense, no msn who can
say two and two make four will bo caught for ono moment
by this fliinsy scheme, Mr. Speaker. It was concocted hero.

It was con:!octod in Ottawi^ It was concocted as a )}olitical

engine, the reason of it was this: Well, tho present

tiovernmont have committed them.Kclves under their hand
and seal, and hero is the seal of the Minister of iiailways,

and hero is tho Order in Council, and hero is tho contract

Higne<l, sealed and delivered. Tho (iovernmonl nro pledged
to it. They cannot got out of it, and wo are quite safe. Wo
can nmke any offer. Wo can make an oiler to build the

roml for 11,000 a mile. Wo are (juito safe. Wo can get all

these gentlemen to sign, and I think, although 1 was not here

at the time, that my hon. friend from Niagara showed that

tho incorporators and petitioners I homsclvos, who make tho

offer, under this precious document, seven or six

Mr. I'liLMB. Tiio number is feven.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD. Seven of them wore dis-

appointed and defeated candidates at former elections. I

need not go over their nanios. I read tho snuech of my
hon. fViend, and I tind that it is a political ]>lot. I would
lu-k my hon. friond, the member for tho West Hiding of Dur-
ham, if.lohn Walker is not a rather rcmarkablo politician,

i would ask my hon, friend if II. 11. ('ook is not also a
remarkable politician, and so on, Mr. Speaker. It is a
]M)litical ploo got up here. It w.is ^quite easy, oh,

so easy to make an offer knowing that tho Govern-
ment cannot, or ought not, or will not accept it. We
made a buigain with a company in gcxxl faith, and wo
proin'stvl that it shall be a coinpaet betAvoon tho Dimiinion

of Caniula and tbom, providetl that tho I'ai liumcnt ratilies

it. Wo were bound to sidimil the afrrcement to Parliament
lor ralitieaticm, and there it was argued. The 0[t-

position say to tlu insclves :

•' The Government cannot
m honor, cannot in decency, if their policy is dofcattvl,

remain in office, and, therefore, wo will got in, and wo will

take care ofour friends, of these seven or eight jiolitical gentle-

men and their eonti-cres. AVe will make things easy for them,
nnd so arrange it that, even if their olfei- was accepted by us

when wo go into ofHco, we can let thoni out of it." I say that

that ilocunient slxiws on its face that it was drawn up hero,

and for the purpose of removini; from these gentlemen
ap)uvbonsifin that by any possibility they could get into

any serajio, because, on the face of the jjapers, there is a

series of <'lau>os providing that the Government can let thoin

out of it. These hon. gentlemen havo made up their minds
that we must go, they have nmile u[i their minds Ihat wo
Could not respectably fuuain in office. Theysaid: " Well, our
sentiments are known, evcrylx^dy knows what wo think
abruttho construeticm of tlx; Canadian Pacific JJaihvay, and
what we will do, and what our policy is, and what, when wo
gel in, wo will carry out, and that is, to let you out of buililing

all the diffuull \y.tvU of the I'oad." It is a game all on one
.-iilc, Sir, but it is loo thin. It is in vain for tho fowler to

spread tho net in the lycs of a bird. We must bo blind as
bats, and tho eoiintry must be blind as owls in tlio

il;>y, if they do not sue that there is a net, and
ibo}' will avoid the net, Tlii^y will not be caught
by it. No web in the not is going to catth tho
intelligent c( nimuaity with those |iapers before them. Sir,

these hon. gentlemen had I'cttcr ha\o dealt with tbismntter
in getKini , thoy eonld have said other (leopie are ready to
miike a contract. If they 'ind said in their placoi, thoy
knew of their own knowlcilgo tiiat corlnin jieopio were
ready to como lorwaid nnd build the railway for a
small sum ; iben, Sir, some poisons, who would not see that

it was merely a flank movement to obstruct tho formation
of tho Company, and to obstruct tho organization of tho
t'ompany, and to delay and postpone the construction of tho


