
8 EXPERIENCES JN THE STA TES

his memory, as he often spoke of thorn iu his later yeurs. When the'vessel

drew near the plaoe where they were, he resolved to dhoot one to learn the
real nature of the mysterious being, ana raised his gun for that purpose,

but was prevented in the act by the Captain of the f hip, who explained the
imprudence of the course he was about to pursue. Amongst sailors there

was a superstition that the slaughter of one of thf se beautiful little crea^

turea brought upon the ship a sad end ; another *,radition made their ap-

Clearance take place just before a great storm. The gun was taken down,
jiowever, and the ship was saved.

By almost constant travelling for twenty-tv o years, his financial re-

sources, which had been large at first, began to fail. His capital, however,

still amounted to about two thousand dollars ; bu'. it becamo more and moie
evident to him that hi.s travels must soon come to an end. IMeasurn had
been his chief objeot in travelling, and it hari rendered him useless in

practical life. He had acquired the art of makijg himself interesting in all

sorts of company ; he was a skilled musician and could play on a variety of

musical ius^trumtnts, including the flute and the fiddle. But ail these ac-

complishments were of iittle avail when he was forced to face the grave pro-

blem of earning hia daily bread. Under these circumstances he alighted

from his long rambles at Philadelphia about th»< year 1804 and cast about] to

find employment of some kind. With the moaey he still had he bought a

horse, a pedlar's van, and a supply of goods, and set forth to make his liv-

ing or perhaps hi?, fortune. But all hopes pro/ed vain ; as a pedlai' he was
a failure, and became almo.'^t reduced to pover'^y. What a contrast his con-

dition now was to that in which his life had begun ! Too independent to

return to Denmark and impose himself upon his friends there, he wandered
up and down for some time land finally settle.i at Salina in New York State.

Here he took rt house and afterwards inanind a widow by the mimo of

Myor.* ; she had kept house for him for some tiniei before this. Their marriage

was solemnized by .Magistrate Kinhey, who wili be nxentioned latei, and it

'...ok place wlien Wornuuk was forty-two years of age ; this wduld bi* al)out

the year 1 806.

Widow ^Tyers already had a family of three sons* by her first husbandj

*Their namea weiQ I'eter, Leonard and David. Adjoining Halina wu8 Onon-

daj(a Luke, a Bmall sheet of water around which a carriage road ran, and at tht oppoBite

bide of the lake stood the town of Liverpool. In the latter plaoe, P^ter Myors spent

his life, having married a widow with one child. He v^na a blaoksmitli—a good

iradcHman, but indclent. His ohief work was to inako and repair potash Uottlns for

the suit werks near at hand. When visited by his half-biothors John and George, in

182!), some men brought two kettles to him to be repaired, and with diflioulty per-

suaded him to work while they wore his guests. His fee was two dollars p«r ktttle,

at which price it was pobsi'jje for him to have become rich. He has been spoken of iu

very good terms.

Leonard, th-j sQOond son, at the death of his father, had been adopted by a

wealthy I'resbyterian. When the latter died, he left all his property tu Leonard,

who removed to one of the new Western Statos. Theve he invested his capital in a

distillery and nulls on an exteasivo sualo, whiuh before louji werri destroyed by tire,

the loss rfsultiiig in his tinanoial ruin, and himself and family narrowly eHoapiug

with their lives from the conflagration,

Daviil, the third son, removed to Canada and ipent the groatet part of hw life

at Stroud, whero he kept a tavern in the uui ly days.


