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bi homicidal mania?" These are specimen interroga-

tions which may be put, but need not be answered. A
refusal to do so will be sustained liy the Court. If a

witness begins to air his medical lore by quoting

authors, he may be able to show his possession of a

good memory, but he will not contribute any facts oi

which he is cognizant, through giving lectures on the

opinions of others.

The most difficult position a medical man can be put

in, is when called up to give evidence in cases of con--

tested wills. The capacity of a testator to make a will

and the soundness of mind requisite to make a valid

one, are often questions of great difficulty. It should

be held generally as essential that the testator should

have sufficient mental capacity to comprehend perfectly

the condition of his property, his relation to the per-

sons who were or might have been the objects of his

bounty, the scope and bearings of the provisions of his

will, and a memory of an activity sufficient to collect in

his mind, without prompting, the particulars or ele-

ments of the business to be transacted, and to retain

them in his mind for a period sufficient to perceive at

least their obvious relations to each other, and to be

able to form some rational judgment with relation to

them. ( Vide Rokenbaugh on Testamentary Capacity,

Journal of Nervous and Mental Disease^ ^^J^ 1878.)

This test will cover all the ground. It does not assert

incapacity to eccentric testators, nor those who may be

laboring under delusions of facts. Esquirol says : The
brain may be affected, but it does not necessarily mean
an impairment of the understanding. On the other

hand, it was strongly asserted by Lord Brougham, and

is now by certain class of thinkers, that any insane

delusion entirely destroys the mental capacity of a

testator to make a competent will. Lord Brougham
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