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now. But there will be thousands of these
cases, where individuals who purchased from
retailers will have no documentary evidence
upon whicha to make dlaims for refunds. If
that is so, who owns that money?

Mr. ABBOTT: The position is this: I do flot
know whether the retailer ehargod the tax on
stock on hand.

Mr. THATCHER: They did; I can tell the
minister they did.

Mr. ABBOTT: Some did and some did flot;
because I have seen advertisoments in papers
with respect to some articles which are subject
to tax, and those advortisemonts have stated,
"On our stock in hand we are flot charging the
lax." Some rotailors did and some did flot.
I do flot quairel with that, since the standard
practice in connection with the imposition of a
tax at this tirne is that the dealer can eollect
the tax with respect to stock which hie bias on
hand; bccauso, when the tax cornes off, hie is,,
of course, subjeet to whatever Ioss hoe may
sustain. That is standard practice. But I
have been told that in the caise of this particu-
1cr proposed impost it lias flot been the general
practice of retailers to addý the arnount of the
tax to the stock in hand. I have been told
that that is se, and I boeliove that it is se.

In the case of the particular articles to which
my hon. friend referred-sporting goods-that
Nould apply to only a limited field. It applied
to 5 ucIh things as tennis racquets and golf clubs.
but it didý fot cpply to articles for hockey,
basebali or skating, or any of these other
w inter sports. Se that I would doubt if there
were any substaintieal amount of tax cellected
by retailers on sperting goods before the
aonouncement was made that this tax w'as flot
te be placed on sucb coramodities.

I know my hion. friend is in the electrical
business, and hoe ne doubt knows wbiether or
net lie collected this tax on the stock wbich
lie liad in haýnd. I de net know whether he did
or flot. but I would net h4cnîe him if hie did.
If lie did, that is cIl righit; hie knows that
boette r tlien I (Io. I know some dealers dýid net.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: I should like te get
irîte this again, becauso I lî:p}w n te be a
cus,,tomer- of the hion. member for Moose Jaw.
If o,' recollection serves me correctly, I undor-
z5 teod the ininister te say over the radio on
November 18 that as of that date the tax
became effective.

Mi'. KNOWLES: Uneenstitutienally.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: I shaîl net argue
that point now. But the minister did say that.
I happened to be purchasing certain articles
frein my hion. friend from Moose Jaw.
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Mr. THATCHER: And at wholesalo, inci-
dentally.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: Well, I asked for it.
Yes, I purchased it at wholesale. But that is
aIl the more reason we should have prico
controls, because if the price I paid was wholo-
sale, then heaven help the man who paid
retail.

Mr. THATCHER: Tiiore was the eight per
cent sales tax and th? 25 per cent excise tax.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: But, te be serious
about the matter, I happon te ho a friend of
the hion. member for Moose Jaw. I go te
him, and if lie liad te refond it, hoe would
refond it te me. But, as hoe says, what about
the young- man in the middle of Saskatchewan?
He bias flot the samne chance, because hie does
net know the hion. mnember personally whe
sold the goods. I happen te know him, and hie
knows me; but lie dees net know aIl bis
customers.

I say it is nou4 unfair; and it cao be carried
ihrougli in respect of many items, net just on
one item concerning sperting goods. It can
he carried througli on the wholo list of items.
Either this tax is logal, and the federal gev-
eroiment must stanid back of it, stand belhind it,
or it is net legal. It is one or the other. If
it was collected illegally, thoen in my opinion
it is tbe responsibility of the federal govero-
mîent te sec tlîat it is refunded.

Thon, as it is getting near eleven, o'clock,
theie is one other tlring I should likoe te say.
It is aIl veî'y well te say that those are small
items, but the minister bias net yet given me
a satisfactory explanation. And, incidentally,
I did net get this information, intil tonight,
when I csked a boy te get me one off the table
of tbe lieuse. Oîîe is expected te put these
îîmendments togetlier teniglît. I say. when a
minister or cnoene eîse brings in an amend-
ment, every member of the bouse should have
a copy of it. at lvast en tlîe mernin of the
daî it is te bie introduietd.

.Mr. LE SAGE: You hcd it for a wcek.

Mr. CRUICKSHANK: Listen, my young
friend fl'om Quebee, if yen do as good a jeb
in tryiog te attend te prico control, and bring
dewn the price of breed and other things, yeu
will be doing a very geed job.

I liad intended te speak particularly about
refrigerators. If the minister can change the
rates simply by brioging in an amendment, I
cannet see why hoe could net bring in an
amendment which weuld concerfi rofrigerators
particularly. I refer te those wlîich are
operated by kerosene and gasoline in rural
districts. It is all very ivoîl for those who have
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