
COMMONS56
San Francisco Conference

trading nation in the world. She has, I be
lieve, the fourth air force in the world, and 
when the war is over she will have the third 
navy in the world. She is second in mutual 
aid and assistance, and she is the only country 
outside- of the United States of America that 
has paid her whole way in this war and has 
helped her allies to get along with their own 
part of the war as well. For her population 
she has been able to supply more food, muni
tions, supplies, ships and the wherewithal to 
fight the war than any other country. There
fore she should have a prominent place in the 
conference at San Francisco and in the peace 
conference that will come later.

This afternoon the Prime Minister (Mr. 
Mackenzie King) referred to trade as one of 
the subjects that will have to be discussed 
in the conference. He was followed by the 
leader of the Cooperative Commonwealth 
Federation (Mr. Coldwell), who also spoke of 
trade as being an important issue. I was glad 
to hear that, because there have been times 
when my friends of that party have not taken 
the same view as I have in regard to trade. 
We all know that trade can be carried on 
properly only in a peaceful world. There can 
be no peace in the world if trade is to be 
directed by the nations to their own advan
tage by restrictions imposed at the expense 
of other countries. It is generally agreed now 
throughout the world that harmony and pro
gress can be achieved only if trade barriers, 
quotas and exchange restrictions are eliminated 
in order that the commerce of the world may 
flow freely from one part to another. It is a 
great consolation to me as a humble individual 
to hear so many people speaking along this 
line and to know that they have finally come 
to see the light in regard to world trade. 
I have seldom made a speech in this House of 
Commons without advocating free trade for 
Canada and for the world.

History has taught us that the preparations 
for war start with a policy of self-sufficiency. 
Every time a country wants to prepare for 
war it starts to make itself self-sufficient in 
order not to have to import while the war is 
on. If this conference is able to steer the 
world to a place where nations will not be 
allowed to put trade barriers against each 
other, then it will be doing a great deal to 
keep us out of future wars.

On the way home from attending the dis
armament conference I visited Milan. Being 
a foreigner and having to take a train I thought 
it would be best to get to the train a little 
ahead of time. I bought a copy of the London 
Daily Mail which was printed on the continent 
and got into a compartment designed to hold

because the fighting was in a fairly small area. 
One of the great nations which made an 
important contribution in that war and- whose 
leader endeavoured to set up that organiza
tion let him down when he came back and 
would not take the place it should have taken 
in that organization. After the last war the 
great nations were not as sincere as they are 
to-day. I remember I had the privilege of 
going to Europe shortly after the last war 
and attending the disarmament conference 
held in Geneva in 1932, although not as an 
official delegate. Some sixty nations were 
represented. I spent some ten days listening 
to the deliberations and I was struck with the 
similarity of the people who were there. I 
could see little difference between any of the 
nationalities on the floor of that great con
ference hall. There was some little difficulty at 
the start of the conference when the delegates 
of Japan pulled out. Trouble started between 
Japan and China, but when the conference 
got under way it looked as though some real 
progress would be made. Things seemed to 
be going quite well, but finally one gentleman 
rose and made a fiery speech, and the confer
ence was ended.

That conference was held in Europe in the 
midst of prejudices and suspicions where wars 
had been carried on for generation after gen
eration, where every nation seemed to have 
something against some other nation. This 
coming conference is to be held in a new 
world where people are more friendly, where I 
think they are more advanced in their ideas. 
The world has had a terrible lesson in this 
war. Practically every country that has taken 
part has been devastated except our own and 
the United States of America.

The great powers to-day are different from 
the great powers of the last war. They are 
sincere in what they intend to do from now 
on. I think the world has learned the lesson 
it needed in order to set up an organization 
to outlaw war for all time. Russia is a new 
nation without the prejudices of the old 
nations of Europe. The United States is a new 
nation, and Great Britain has always had 
advanced opinions if she could only get others 
to do what she wished to do. Last but not 
least, the contribution of this new country 
of Canada to the conference in San Francisco 
will be great.

Then there are the pan-American countries 
which are looking to Canada for partial leader
ship and to hear expounded some of the ideas 
in which they believe. Canada has made a 
remarkable contribution in this war, a con
tribution recognized by everyone, especially 
outside Canada. She is at present the third
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