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have no doubt that the sad event will be
appropriately referred to on Monday next, I
beg to move that the House do now adjoura.

Motion agreed to, and House adjourned
at 8.20 p.m.

HOUSE 0F COIMONS.
MONDÂY, March 6, 1905.

The SPEýAKER took the Chair at Tbree
o'clock.

FIRST READING.

Bill (No. 98) to incorporate the Imperial
Guarantee and Accident Insurance Company
0f Canada.-Mr. Belcourt.

PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT IN THE
NORTHWEST - PERSONAL EX-

PLANATION.

Mr. R. L. BORDEN (Carleton, Ont.). Be-
fore the Orders of the Day are calied, I
wlsh to inquire of the goverament wbether
or not tbere are to be any changes made la
the Bis that have been introduced by the
Prime Minister for the establishment 0f new
provinces in the Northwest Territorles ? I
venture to mention this because I see in
newspapers that are supposed to be la the
confidence of the government, rumours-nay
more than rumours, direct statements-that
there are to be certain changes made la the
provisions of these Bis. In connection
with this matter, it seems to me that the
practice followed by the Prime Minister with
regard to these Bis, and aIso the Grand
Trunk PacIl Bill 0f two years ago, is not a
practice supported by any competent authori-
ty. I refer to the practice 0f introducing a
Bill with whicb the House is not at al
familiar, and proceeding to debate it la a
manner whlch is usual only upon the second
readlng. I am aware, of course, that it is
not only perfectly proper, but that It is
usual to maire a succinct statement explana-
tory of the provisions of a Bill upon its
fi",t reading, but I do not find any authori-
ty for proceedlng to debate a Bill upon its
first reading, before the measure Is laid be-
fore the House in prlnted form and before
the House bas had an opportunity of becom-
lng famillar wltb Its provisions. I am weli
aware that lt was tbe Intention of the gov-
erament to have favoured me personally
wltb a copy of the.BIll some littie time in
advance of its introduction ; but, unfor-
tunately, for reasons whicb were no doubt
beyond the control of the government, that
Intention was not carrled out, and I recelved
the Bill only about the time the Prime Min-
Ister rose to introduce ItL But even If I
had recelved the Bill say twenty-four hours
la advance, as mlght perhaps have been very
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proper under the circumustances, that would
flot have afforded an opportunlty to other
members of the House who are equally ln-
terested with myseif ln discussing the mea-
sure, if It; was to be discussed at that stage,
to make themselves thoroughly acquainted
wlth the scope and meaning of the provi-
sions of the Bill before proceedlng to dis
cuss it. I mention is because It seems to
me that If this practice Is to be followed by
the government ln the future ln regard to
important measures of this klnd, it wouid
be well to have each Bill printed two or
three days ln advance of its introduction,
so that, if there is to be a discussion on the
first reading, the House can proceed in-
telligently witb that discussion, and can
have an opportunity beforehand of giving
the Bill that consideration which, of course,
is absolutely necessary to a measure of this
kind.

Now, I have asked as to changes ln thue
Bill. -If tbey have aot come to nny conclu-
sion with regard to changes In the Bill ; If
tbey have flot come to any conclusion up
to'the present time, I wouid very respect-
fully suggest to the Prime Minister that,
if any changes of importance are to be made
in the provisions of this Bill before the
second readlng is reached, it would
be higbly in the interest of the mem-
bers who will have to discuss the
measure, and indeed wopld be very
much in the interest of the country as
a whole, that the Prime Minister should
acquaint the House wlth the nature of
those changes a reasonable time before
the second reading is brought on. I have
no doubt that the rigbt bon. gentleman will
assent to this as a reasonable request, and
that it whll be complied with.

Let me add just one word of personal ex-
planation wltb regard to myseif. I do not
usually trouble the House wltb very much
personal explanation about statements with
regard to myseif la the public press ; but
there have been a number of suggestions or
statements made as to my recent absence
from the House which I think must proceed
upon an entire misunderstandlnig. I quote
only one of these, which is not couched
perhaps in a very offensive form, but whicb
conveys a suggestion wliich is absoiutely
untrue:

That the constant factors la our oliis are
flot wholly unknown to some of our Conservative
friends the tactful absence of Mr. Borden from
Ottawa at this juacture abun-dafltly illustrates.

And s0 on la other journals, some of the
suggestions being couched la a somewhat
more impertinent formi than that wbich 1
have just read. 1 had no intention of ab-
senting myseif fromn the city of Ottawa up
to four o'clock of the afternoon of last
Wednesday week, when 1 recelved a tele-
gram announcing the sudden deathi of a
very near and dear relative under very dis-
tressing circumstanccs. On the following
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