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;lé‘my. . Canadians are now becoming prom-
x ent in the imperial service, and I hope to
€e the day when a Canadian officer of the
Jperial army will command our militia
hOI‘ce, I would be the first to hold up my
mands for such a man. That is the kind of
2an I want to see in command of the mili-
paf- I know, and the minister knows, that
“0 ltxca_l bressure has been brought to bear
POh him to do things that he sometimes re-

:lil‘ited., and that sometimes he had to
"s i?lt to. It does net matter what party

Dower, once you get this law on the
sgatt)llte-book, the politicians are not going
S0 € €asy until they force upon the country
thme friend of theirs, whether he be fit for
€ Dosition or not. We on this side of the
m?u_se, as true Canadians will support the
Digter in thig splendid scheme for the
eengthening of our military forces, but
be ;;’lant to take no chances, that there can
us | g manceuvering of any sort to prevent
com eepggg such a capable general officer
ug f?an ing as we have now, or to prevent
1mpel?}n getting one equal to him from the
ming lal army. I was relieved to hear the
Ster say ‘to-day that there would be a
Slon in the Bill, so that in case of war
to Commang of the forces would be given
AN imperial officer.

carl: CLARKE. Do I undestand that in
ing vgf war, if the general officer command-
by * a8 a Canadian, he would be superseded
1 imperial officer ?

bens:, TISDALE. That is the fntention, I
sly oe’ and I cannot imagine any greater
thoritin Canadian officers. The imperial au-
but . eES have seen that danger of this move,
Wity unerous as they are in their dealings
Ay es"they simply said : We tender our
Wil] 1., Y00 can go your own way but we
Dointg € care to remove one of the danger
o shéﬁmd We will take the precaution that
in cq have g thoroughly ecompetent officer
Coneeqat War. The Minister of Militia has
that it My argument, because he did say
womdpmight be a long time before they
If thyg 1:1: Is provision of the Act in force.
dis"‘ll-l‘bin 80, why should we bring up such a
Dagg ‘Chdsg element ? T am afraid that if we
Ungy wé Drovision, it will not be very long
Weom el find some one, who is perhaps
v t, forcing his way to this position.
Zengjo, RUDERICK BORDEN. The hon.
that Dolin (Mr. Tisdale) stated that he knew
that 1y tical pressure was exercised, and
€ minister haq to resist it.

.
TISDALE. Sometimes ; yes.

ir |

0 kngy UDERICK BORDEN, 1T should like
Ing i here there is not pressure of that

By aght to bear, whether it be in the
Worjq, :my, or in any other army of the
ey, o 0d with reference to the British
;ne‘ i !:wlbly it may not be improper for
icion -"ttbat there is a very strong sus-

. of poli Muence, very much below the
103 tical influence, is exercised in re-

Droy;

gard to appointments, The hon. gentleman
(Mr.- Tisdale) fears that if we take this
power to appoint a Canadian or a New
Zealander or an Australian, or some one out-
side the charmed circle of the British army,
political influence will be brought to
bear. I should like to ask, Sir: Are we not
fit to govern ourselves ? Is it possible that
we can govern ourselves in everything else
but in this ? The hon. gentleman (Mr., Tis-
dale) would be deeply offended if it were
suggested that we in Canada were still unfit
for self-government in any other respect.

If we are able to appoint a Deputy Min-
ister of the Interior and a deputy minister
of every other department, even to Deputy
Minister of Militia, and are able ourselves to
govern each of these great departments suec-
cessfully, is it possible that we are unable
to govern ourselves in the matter of
defence ? If it be true that we cannot, then
the sooner we get the experience and learn
to govern ourselves in this respect the
better it will be for this country. This is
one of the means by which we propose to
acquire that experience. My hon. friend (Mr.
Hughes) says:—Oh! but you can get a
Canadian officer now. That is true, but he
must perforce pass through the ordeal of
being an imperial officer. While I have no
objection whatever to an imperial officer, I
do object to a restriction which will prevent
us from utilizing, for instance, a man who
has served with distinction in quelling re-
bellions in our own country or who has
served with equal or greater distinction
along with British officers on the bat-
tlefields of South Africa. I do not think
that my hon. friend’s position is well taken
when he says that this is a most inopportune
moment to raise this question. Why is it
an inopportune moment ? My hon. friend
(Mr. Hughes) has not told us. I consider it
an exceedingly opportune moment. I will
say, without hesitation, that I have been
strongly of the opinion for the last four
years, during which time I have adminis-
tered the affair§ of the Militia Department,
that that restriction ought to be removed,
and I am happy that the hour has arrived
during my administration, when that re-
striction will be removed.

Mr. HAGGART. It is removed only in
time of peace.

Sir FREDERICK BORDEN. I was com-
ing to that. My hon. friend (Mr. Hughes)
says that in time of war we are still to
have the benefit of the services of an im-
perial efficer. Certainly we are, how could
it be otherwise ? A provision will be in-
troduced here, that when the Canadian mili-
tia is called out to serve in time of war, to
serve jointly with the imperial forces, then
His Majesty should have power to appoint
a senior general officer who should com-
mand the joint army. What other provi-
sion than this could you have ? It is ab-
solutely essential that the King shall have



