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hon. gentleman (AMr. Foster) makes is, that
certain people in the province of Nova Scotia .
who ought to be voters are disqualified
from being put upon the list, and I ask him
if it is his reading of the statute, that any
person. or taking the matter in the con-
crete, that Dominion officiais as such are
disquatified from being put upon the lists
of voters in the province of Nova Scotia. I
Gistinguish. remember, between being put
upon the list and being capaple of voting.
My hon. friend (Mr. Foster) has acumen
enough to see that.

Mr. FOSTER. 1 will take my hon. friend
(Mr. Russell) upon one ground first, and
then go to the other. Does my hon. friend
¢(Mr. Russeil) think that it is & dignified
position for him to take as a representative
of the pecpie, to argue about a mere guibble ?

Mr. RUSSELL. I do not.

Mr. FOSTER. Then, is my hon. friend
{(Mr. Russell) atteching any weight at all to
the question he pat ?

Mr. RUSSELL. Yes, I am.

Mr. FOSTER. Suppese that the wrong
man gets upon the list, and suppese that
when the man comes up to vote some ¢ne
is there who knows he cught not to be upon
the list and puts the oath to him or cbal-
lenges him, can he vote ?

Mr. RUSSELL. My hon. friend knows——

Mr. FOSTER. Can he veote ?

Mr. RUSSELL. No, he cannot vote at &
provincial election if he is challenged.

Mr. FOSTER. He canncot vote If he is
challenged.

Mr. RUSSELL. Excuse me for one me-
ment. Surely my bon. friend (Xr. Foster),
who ig a sharp reasoner sees exacily the fal-
iacy ke iz endeavouring to impose upoxn this
House. Is it not aitogether a different thing.
the right to be put npon the list which we say
is going to be the list of voters for the De-
mianion Parliament, and the right to vote in
& local eleciion although being upen the fist
when the party is chalienged and his vote
is prevented frem being recorded. Surely
my hon. friend cannoct fail to see that differ-
ence. Suppose that under this Bill, as we
understand it,—and if there is any cbscurity
in it, it can be made plain—suppose thsat
every person whose name is put apon the list
is to be eligible as & voter for & member of
the Dominion Parliament, and suppoese also
we say that as 2 matter of legai contention,
and constraction, and universal practice in
the province of Nova Scotia, every person
who possesses the necessiry properiy or in-
come gqoalificatior is to be vpon the kst mot-
withstanding the fact that he msay be &
Dominion efficial, does my hon. friend My,
Foster) say that any Domirion efficial will;
be disqualified by the operation of this|
clanse ?

Mpr., RUSSELL.

Mr. FOSTER. Will the hon. gentleman
(MT. Russell) say they are ot 7

Mr. RUSSELL. Yes, I will certainly say
they are not intemded to be disqualified.

Mr. MILLS. The intention and the faect

‘are different things.

‘Mr. RUSSELL. I do mnot wish to deal
with the hon. gentleman (Mr. Mills) now as
it is not my intention to take tke fSoor from
the ex-Minister of Finance, but I do want
an opportunity of explaiping this matter.
Surely my hon. friend {Mr. Foster) did not
listen to the explanation given a while ago.
namely, that the very ciause of the statute
of 1871 which did prevent these persoms
from being put upon the lists was expressly
repealed, by the Revised Statutes of XNova
Scotia, and ever since 1885 they have had
the right to be put on the lists. If we adopt
that list as the basis of the Dominion fran-
chise they can only be disfranchised by put-
ting some cath to them wirich wili disqualify
them. Of course in local eleciions there is
an oath which c¢an be put to them and
which disqualifies them. It is for us to say
whether we shail have the disaualification
here or not.

Mr. FOSTER. 18 my hon. friend (Mr.
Russell) through now ?

Mr. RUSSELL. Yes.
Mr. FOSTER. Eautirely through.
Mr. RUSSELL. Yes.

Mr. FOSTER. Well, he has made speech
No. 10 as a sert of interpolation between
the speeches of cther hon. gentlemen when
they are trying {c put their views before
the House. Now, Sir, to commence where [
left off when my hen. frierd (Mr. Russell)
interrupted me, I make again this aasertion,
that what the Prime Minlater proposes to
do is to say that the provinciai lists shall
be the lists mpon which Canadian electors
¢«hall vote for Domrinion representatives.
That is & ground 1 suppose we all agree
uporr. Then I go to the lsta themselves. I
do noi go sny furiher for the present than
the information ‘which I have here, and I
take what the Government itself gives for
our information as o who are qualifiel to
e put upon the list and whko sre not. 1
find ther with referemce to Nowve Scotia to
take & coacrete instance, the eclasses of
persons who are Jeclared to be &sgualified
and are not eligihle to go vpon the lists.

Ml';. RUSRELL. Who do you say they
ars

Mr. FOSTER. I wili give them tc the
gon. gentiem&n, «ér d];emm read them for
finself at page e appendix to the
Bill. These are ther: »

Any cne who, within fiftsen days before the
election. was an empioyes or in recsipt of weagas
"= e—cluvents of any kind a8 such emplcyse,

jin the post offics, the custom-housz, the Inland



