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like to be the Minister who would take the
responsibility of introducing a new enemy to
the valuable fish that we now have on the
Atlantic coast, and the success of such a
scheme as tbis would amount to that. Sup-
posing the experiment were successful and we
established seal rookeries In the Hudson's
Bay, the Inroad3 upon the fisheries that we
are now doing all in our power to protect
would be far greater than any they have had
hitherto to resLst, and the so-called balance
of nature would be, if I might suggest it.
very serlously Interfered with. The House
will remember that in the discussion whieh
took place before the tribunal at Paris, it was
significant that the great men of science of
the world knew nothing whatever upon the
subject of seal life. Many of them gave
their opinions generally ln favour of United
States contentions on these points, but they
practically had to admit their Ignorance on
the subject, andI ndeed that want of know-
ledge was to a very large extent shown by
the statements they made. Then, again, be-
fore encountering all these difficulties, the ex-
pense of the experiment would bie far greater
than I thluk the hon. gentleman has consid-
ered. There would not only be the sea jour-
ney for these animals with which to experi-
ment. but there would have to be transport
both by land and by sea, and there would be
the selection of the breeding places without
the slightest reason to suppose that after
you had put these animals in the water they
would return. In the case of the known
habts of the seal, they return to their rook-
eries, and to the4r rookerles, only for the pur-
pcse of reproduction and they are found
nowhere else near them although the condi-
ions of the surroundings are exactly similar

to the places which they have chosen for
their land home. If we put a limited num-
ber of these seals Int the Hudson's Bay. we
have not tlie slightest reason for supposing
they wòuld ever see them again there. Their
rourse wonld be uncertain and their return
to any particular spot most imlikely. becans
If there Is anythlng peculiar in connection
with the Islands which they now frequent,
there is the Instinct ln the seals. from long
habit, to return to particular places. We
know that the seals on the Paelfic coast take
a course as far south as California and then
come back; but no one can say that the con-
ditions on that annual migration on the At-
lantic side would be the same as regards
either temperature or water currents, whlch
are suppos>d to affect them materially, or
the question of the abundance of the food
supply. I think I would be safe in saying
that there can be no comparison between the
food supply for seals ln the waters of the
iAtlantic and the waters of the Pacific. While
the seals of the Pribyloff berd, se-called,
are found year after year ln the Pribyloff
Islands, nevertheles the fact that they are
someti found on one Island and some-
tnes on emother, is a serious obstacle tO
Iny confidnel in the success of the proposi-
tion befere the House. because the hon. mem-

ber for Bothwell (Mr. Milla) wil see : that
with such a range of Islands, and sueh a
range of shore, and such an unknown region
for their roaming, It would be very difficult
to discever their whereabouts on their re-
turn. in my humble judgment the expense
of even watching the movements of these
particular animals would be enormous,
and therefore, while the subject is one
of very great interest, it would re-
quire a very great deal of time
and money to deal with it thoroughly. I am
at the outset compelled to confess to the
hon. gentleman that from my examination
into the habIts of these animals, It is too
soon, even to begin with the experiment
which he has su.ggested. There are other
subjects, coming under my department, on
which we have gathered far more definite
information over a long sertes of years, and
in which our citizens are greatly interested.
Take, for instance, the question of transport-
ing lobsters from the Atlantic to the Pacifie
and introducing them Into these waters. That
is a very much simpler problem te attack,
and yet in connection with that we have
been watching In Canada the very coetly ex-
periments which have been made in the
United States, and which up to the present
time have been a complete fallure. They
have gone to a great deal of expense with
these experiments and yet they have found
it Impossible to show any practical result
or success in that direction. I could mention
many other subjects that are under the con-
sideration of the Department of Marine and
Fisherles, and if we were prepared to take
them up and supply the necessary funds, I
could exhaust all the available money very
speedily in a direction in which our fishermen
and our people are much mre immediately
and vitally concerned. I hope that after a
general expression of opinion by hon. gentle-
men touehing the resolution, that the House
will consent that this debate should be ad-
journed. I shall. therefore, Mr. Speaker.
more that the debate be adjourned.

Mr. MILLS (Bothwell). WIth regard to the
sqtatement of the hon. gentleman that we
have net suffliclent information as to the na-
ture and habits of the fur seal to enable u3
to undertake this experiment, I would say
that that observation of his, Is muchlike the
advice the old lady gave to her child-
ren : that they should not go Into
the water until they had learned to swim.
In my opinion, the only way of ascertalnin<g
how far the experiment cau be made suc-
cesfully, is by actual trial of the experi-
ment. Now, the hon. gentleman has re-
ferred to the ordinary seal, the hair seal,
and these fur-bearing seals of the northern
Pacific. These are part of a very large
famlly. The spotted seal on the coast of
Greenland Is quite as large as the largest
fur-bearingaeal on the Pacifi cost, and the
leopard seal is a very large seal, acquiring
OfI a weight of seveal hundred pound&
The statemënts by Mr. Wood. I thik,
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