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We were, of course, disappointed te find that the Five
Great Powers responsible for calling the Internationsl Qonference were
not prepared te accept the democrstic principle of ma jority decisions,
did n:% have sufficient confidence in each other end im eurselves te
feel that their votes and ours would be given omly to Turther the
general interests of all the free nations,

They insisted that the United Nations would act omly threugh
a Security Council and that no important decision in the Security
Council would be made without the concurrcice of cach of them, in other
words, that each ef them would have an abselute veto.

Wien the rest of us sigzned that Charter, we had to accept
this condition and we did so after it had been stated by representatives
of the Big Powers that the veto would be used sparingly and with a due
sense of responsibility to the world at large. :

This statement was made in the presence of the Russian
delegutes who did not demur but, nevertheless, they have sines used
their veto more tuan {wenty times and have consist ently frustated the
best attem, t8 to make the Security Ceuncil workszble as the main in-
strunent of the United Nations te secure and maintain peaceq

Nevertheless, peace is so important te all of ug that we
must still regurd the United Netiors either in its present formt e» in
such modified form as ¢ircumstances may make inevituble, as an jindis-
pensable mediwn, &nd chamnel, and forum through which the peoples of
the world can work out the institutions and arrangements vhiech peace,
security and even survival, apyear t0 require.




