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Welcome Address by Ambassador Edwards

Distinguished speakers and participants at this Think Peace and Security symposium,
ladies and gentlemen,

Ohaiyou Gozaimasu, good rnoming, bienvenue à l'Ambassade du Canada.
Welcome to the opening of a symposiumn that promises both to emich our appreciation

of key issues we face in these early moments of the 21" centuy, as well as provide us with
exciting new ideas for future bilateral cooperation.

Over the past years, Canada-Japan collaboration on peace and security issues has
evolved from a seemingly improbable idea, to become an important and dynamic aspect of
our relationship. We have seen our two countries cooperating closely on dramatic and
important new undertakings, such as the liard fought and highly successful campaign to ban
anti-personnel laudmines. We have orgainized, together, initiatives in the ASEAN Regional
Forum, touching on peacekeeping and the control of small amris. And, we have created and
run a number of vexy successfiul, high-profile events, including our Symposium on
Peacebuilding for Development in 999, at the time of the visit of Team. Canada to Japan, and
two key bilateral symposia on peace and security cooperation i Vancouver and, last


