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base in the United States with less than ten minutes warning.”!3>

The Soviet Union, of course, has reason itself to be concerned
about such forward deployments by the Western states, given that its
installations on the Kola Peninsula, along the Siberian coastline, and
in the Soviet Far East are all vulnerable to sea attack. According to
Vick and Thomson, “American SSBNs forward-deployed in the
Mediterranean, Laptev, Barents, and Kara Seas and in the Sea of
Japan could launch a similar attack on the Soviet Union. Although
Soviet geography would force the United States to use more SSBNs,
their NCA and bomber forces appear as vulnerable as ours.”136

A truly impressive array of defence analysts and former senior
Government officials — including John Steinbruner;!37 Albert
Carnesale, Joseph S. Nye, Jr., and Graham T. Allison;!38 William J.
Perry (US Under-Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineer-
ing, 1977-1981);13° Paul Bracken;!“? Richard Betts;!4! Desmond
Ball;!42 Michael Nacht;!43 Bruce Blair;!44 and Richard Ned Lebow!45
— agree that some kind of coastal exclusion or “stand-off” zones
represents a viable remedy to the hazards posed by forward-
deployed submarines armed with ballistic or cruise missiles. Des-
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