
SCanada and thew World-'s Environment

C anadians are conicerned
not only about the state of
their environmenital back yard
but about the rest of the
global biosphere.
They realîze that what hap-
pens in one country often
affects the environments of
many others. At first Cana-
dians were drawn to the
plight of the great mammals
- the whales, elephants and
rhinos. Attention was then
riveted on major environmen-
taI incidents such as ail
spilîs, and chemical and
nuclear accidents.

The Brundtland
Commission

Canadian environmentalist
and businessman Maurice
Strong chaired the 1972
Stockholm Conference on the
Human Environment, the f irst
such meeting in history. Mr.
Strong then became the first
head of the newly formed
United Nations Environment
Program.
Canada was also instrumental
in getting the United Nations
to create the World Commis-
sion on Environment and
Development, the Brundtland
Commission.

The group's 22 members
came from 21 nations around
the world. They included Mr.
Strong and fellow-Canadian
James MacNeill, who served
as ils secretary-general.
Canada gave $1 million in
support of the commission's
work and was the site of one
of its major visits in 1986.

The Brundtland Commission's
final report, Our Common
Future, issued in April 1987,
has become a landmnark docu-
ment for promoting the idea
that nations can and must
find ways of doing business
that do not destroy the envi-
ronment. The concept is

Thirty Per Cent or Bust

While no one has found a
simple key to sustainable
forms of development, many
nations have been attacking
specific, major environmental
problems. Acid rain has been
one of the great threats to
Canada's environment with
hait the acidic sulphur pollu-
tion blowing north f rom the
United States. Weather pat-
terns in the far north drop
acids and other pollutants
from several nations onto the
fragile Arctic environment.

As a result Canada has been
pushing for controls of trans-
boundary air pollution for
many years.


