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provincial regulation bearing upon the matter, and
wI>atever prevontionbas been accomplished hms been
the resuit of the action of the local boards. In al
cases wvhere this has been tried, it bas worked most
Satisfactoill'y, after a littie friction at the beginning,
gà uscd largely by a want of apprehengion of__ the dis-
advantages ail would labor under by admsina
inconvenient seasons.

In addition to the difficulties Grade I teachers have
to coritend against by the admission of new pupils
they have also to keep up to their work many pupils
wlio attend during the warm weather, romain athome
during Jsnuary and February, and return to school
again perhaps in March. Thie3difficulty is recognized
and grappled with by tbe trustees of many cities in the
U n uted States, who regard a pupil who bas been absent
from sehool a week as flot belonging to the sehool.
But this is only one side of the ease - the teachers.
What of the pupil? If parents could oniy have the
matter explained to them, or they would stop and
coîisider the disadvantages their children are under
by attend ing schools wbere teachers have too much
to do to give tbem attention, they wouldflot insist
uipon their entrance until August.

One of our best primary teachers remarked a few
days ago, IlI like to begin with ail new pupils. Those
children who bave been attending a few days or a
few weeks before the beginning of the term, and have
received such attention as the teacher has ha-1 time to
give them are usually very listiesa and inattentive.
They have contracted idie habits, and in consequence,
perhaps, a distaste for achool. They know a littie
more than the new ones in some branches. This
begets inattention in those subjects and the habit once
formed ail the work is carelessly doue. Oh yes! Give
me new pupils to begin with."

This is the wbole cas. Lot the primary teachers
continue to press for the di8continuance of this custoin
wherever it exista. A regulation on the part of the
Board of Education bearing on the matter would have
a beneflelal effect.

PENSIONS FOR TEACIS.
We received from the writer of the letter on this

subject-an abstract of which appeared in our last
issue-another letter calling attention to the import-
ance of (-oritinuing the agitation in favor of a retiring
allowance to teachers worn out froin long service. It
was further poitited ont that those taking part in the
discutsion should carefully avoid any political compli-
cation-this being a subject in which ail are equaily
interested irrespective of party-politics. It wouid be
to the point if some one versed in the theory o! life
insurance wouid draw up some feasibie acheme approx-

imately fixing the amounts of pensions@, and showing
how the same could be equitably taxed on the mem---
bers of the profession, or otherwise raised.

Teaching lthe Tonjo SIM&s
The £sliowing letter received by the Bey. Jano

Anderson, Tonie Sol-ta instruotor, -froi a teàcher
who availed hersel! of a short course in thetsst,
may serve as an -encouragement to othen rs *o hae
begun this important brévcb in ther .ohobos:

«'I give my lttie pupils a uuglng leuson every fndm
for about ten minutes (ater-roli-cali). 1 thluk they aredong,
very well Indeed. but I am golng on very slowly, and, I tJUmk,
carefully. We are at the Aret step yet, andi wMil b- for tome
time, as I do not wish to hurry them. I wish Îhem to under-
stand thoroughly what thsy are doing. 1 have founti out
the truth of your statement, -that "the only way bo learial1.10
teach,'-eqpeially Ibis mubJect. I have ltheritaYM p priatui.
on the board, and I makç lmy pupils alng the notes *MOM $
every day. I put a uew eercie a"s on oveq nIug q@0
explain the lime and accent, snd getthomtosingit Iulw.er
finish ap my lemon wlth »" ear. exorcise , anm thé * 9 ëo'Me
are reilly beginnlnt t10 dfstlngulh the uounds 'or tii.dSfwm
notes, &Mudell whicb oce 1 bave selecteti for thesâge fl a4
in phrases to sing hL I toit very awkward at tirit wbeu 1
began W gifve them ecsns, snd wus conshwaljv as a b ons to
know what Wo do neit, but every tisyl1smmu 10 gala 'ý
confidence, and hoe before long Wo. h. able to give a ýv«y *t
factory beiso.
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Laut summer vacation, twoof ourwahool prinolpslm
vis, (0. H. Oovpertkwaite, B. A.Ç, _of thoe B&W
grammar echool, and, Jàt. mqlntooh o! i < he ,sm&P, r~4
echool, Bathurât V1.~ neto n uoat
accomplisbed a canostýip thàt challengue, e l
ationo! the whole fratèrnity. Tbey set -ont ft6w
Bath urst, paddled W OempbelIton, t hon pôMed ptIê
Reatigoubhe. W the onoth of the Upualquitob nI~
latter about eighty mhilèb W a lake, thenS>o*e -6
three mile portage té IMeado* Brook, thenS àfpît4
the latter to the Nepi ait aud dowu i»e Neto Bathurst, makinganstrip of over two detu
and fifty miles, an.d mootof it- over the
water ini New Branw*ik. 'Tbey hadt uo"-8u

whatverno guide and- Do ppvýioiiiko
route. They had to, make serIPortuggp ,
in Iength front a half mile to Ibre'Milet, *4w
cazioe and, tenting odffit had W o carria nmlet1to
up the aide of a mountiin thait r-d-t Vlà"
the braveeit. AUl honour to the ri'en who afptîOîh' &
cost of euae and comfort thui bravi daiigerssn
endure hardshipe tW beebflt their pupllA'nd thoni
pedagogie attenuation, - Whoselsteamut 4
haggard look atteat the strain to whioh *thoui ha
been subjeot during the longe F'irst 'fTrSm, go thonu
and do likewise-a far tu thon art ablo.L-OoM


