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from1 them. Tell me how you 'liked it,. how the1
children liked it and how the parents liked it.i
If any have questions relative, to such work,
send them along. If they are of.general interest,
1 shall try to answer them through the RýEvxn.W.

My wish now is that' evèry teacher.whxo has
not a seed catalogue in her school get one.
Encourage the children to study it. Get drawing
exercises from it if you wish. Use it "in every
possible way. It will be the means of interesting
some child in gardening. That is more important
than interesting him in astronomical geography.
1It is also easier for the teacher.

NATURE STUDY OF ANIMALS.
H. G. PzRn.

The Beaver.

The beaver is our largest rodent, and one of our
most interesting fur-bearers. He is a great worker,
and hbis industry hms become popularized in the
phrase-"Works like a beaver." The beaver
has aLs had a close connection with the early
history of our country, and is a mo8t fitting
symbol of our nation.

But beavers are no longer plentiful. The ruth-
less havoc of trappers,, Indian and white, i the
days of Champlain and DeMonts, soon almost
exterminated. them.- The broloen mounds, and
lines of earth works, now often foimd hincleariings,
stretching across the beds of former- streams, or
where' even yet a brook may féeblY tnickle along,
mark the sites of the onoe thronging life .and the
busy industry of beaver colonies.

Locate the sites of these old beavér-dams in your
district. Study the location, picture the size of the
pond. If you have not had *a chance Lu visit a
colony, read books on thse subject, descriptions of
their dams and houses, etc.; how they are built; the
building materials, and how carid; and leniial
you can about their food, habits, disposition, char-
acter, general appearance, and all other. pointe of
interest. Dr. Qilpin publishes an intefesting Paper,
--on the Constrution of aBeaver.,Damo," in'Vt
111., Page 152, of h Poeig of thse Nova
Scotian Institute of ýNatural Science;" aleo in Vol.
V, we find by thse saine author- _"On the Dweliipý
of the Muskrat and -Bever In Nv1 coi.

Thougi isad preused ii, anly daysi scattereêý
colonies, ren* utoday, chiefly .in -thse moMr rcmo
parts. The formation of new colonies in fOre!to is;

often attended wîth lm ois e is hberma»4 bd
in the diret lomsof tImme, eut byth b rjý i
the killing out of trees by the w8at«*,-WiO
What use does the beavermmkeo

moved over -the nùatimd.
State of M aine into
brooks in Carleton and Viitoria, rMb*w*
such colony,i Cauletog..Ço»uny A* a
brook near the site of, an ioU -bae >M
writer has had the plemmurof WhtWES
almost annuaily smoe 'its- IootiPO4.Md, «V-fl
has shown progreis froim the :JeMwWuof
point,- more trees eut,-larg# gs.- W
and more houm. ~
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