BRITISH COLUMBIA

g Mr. W. R. Jewell, the oil geologist employed by the
Partan Qil Company, drilling at Burnaby, has recom-

Mended the suspension of diamond drilling and substituting
4 standard rig. Acting on his advice the Company has let
a econtract to drill a standard hole 3,000 feet deep. The
Cologist is confident that oil in commercial quantity will
® encountered on the Spartan property.

th We heard recently of efforts toward lode mining in
€ Barkerville district and that a deal had been com-
Pleteq looking to this class of mining with immediate de-
Velopment, getting under way. Mr. J. P. McConnell, writ-
¢ from that town to the Vancouver Province under date
% September 10th says in this connection:

i After 10 years of expectancy and more or less desul-
Oty prospecting, actual mining is about to be commenced
% what is believed to be the ‘‘mother lode,”” which fed the
°1d. placers of the Cariboo. The first deal to be made with
Outside capitalists for the development of Cariboo’s first
%e mining operation has just been completed and work
Wl he commenced forthwith. A crew of 20 men is now
fing engaged and this will be increased during the winter
§ underground work is developed.

The story of the discovery of the lode and the pros-
Pecting of it for the yellow metal is one of the romances
L mining, although the actual process was one of hard and
S¥stematic labor. : .

To Elmer E. Armstrong more than to any other man 18
?Ue the credit for the discovery and demonstration of the
t° . Mr. Armstrong conceived the idea that the gold of

he blacers was of local origin. His theory was based upon
the faet that much of the gold recovered in washing is

.arp, very little worn and often associated with the orl-
al quartz. True, a good deal of the gold is worn smooth
ad sometimes flattened, but it must be remembered that

8in gold is a very soft metal and not much grinding
?‘mong gravel and pounding over the bedrock of a stream
8 required to wear it smooth and flat.

Working on his theory, Mr. Armstrong prospected with
:Dan toward the summits of some of the richest creeks of
he o1q placer days. He panned the gravels of the upper
Maches and when he found colors he prospected further
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until the gravel failed to yield. By marking these zero spots
he soon found, but below which such rich small streams as
Grouse Creek, which yielded $3,500,000 in placers; William
Creek, with a $25,000,000 yield; McCallum’s Guleh, $300,-
000; Conklin’s Gulch, $2,500,000, and others, debouched.

This zone formed the summit of those placer creeks,
or was cut through by them. Mr. Armstrong noted, too,
that no creek which did not originate in that zome, ever
ylelded any gold. But in most cases the ledge was hidden
under an overburden of drift and debris, but his faithful
gold pan infallibly directed him where to dig.

During the 10 years he pursued his quest, he uncovered
two quartz ledges and traced the zone for a distance of
nearly 20 miles, the strike being northwest by southeast.
The ledges prospected by him and his associates. Messrs.
F. J. Tregillus, J. H. Blair and Pat Carey, are respectively
17 feet and 42 feet in width. Assays run from $17.50 to
$19, while as high as $500 to the ton has been obtained.

For a depth of 20 to 30 feet the ledge matter is much
decomposed and the gold is free. By grinding a piece of
the rock in a mortar and panning the powder fine gold is
readily recovered in the decomposed stuff. Below that
depth the ore turns base and will have to be either concen-
trated and smelted or cyanided.

No great depth has yet been achieved on the ledge,
about 30 feet in one shaft being the greatest, but the ledge
will be prospected at depth and cross cut and tunnelled
during the coming months on a large scale.

_ In the present deal eight claims are included and the
Price is approximately $250,000. Mr. Robert A. Bryce,
M.E., of Toronto, representing himself and associates, has
made the deal and is now here with Mr. A. W. Newberry,
making preparations to begin work.

In addition to the claims involved in the present deal,
probably 20 others have been staged along the zone. Should
the present operation prove successful, Cariboo will un-
doubtedly soon become a busy lode gold camp with an
assured future.

Mr. Bryce has already located water and mill sites
and a stamp mill will be installed next spring for treating
the free-milling ore.
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The Mineral Province of Western Canada
TO END OF DECEMBER, 1917

Has produced Minerals valued as follows: Placer Gold, $75,116,103; Lode
Gold, $93,717,974 ; Silver, $43,623,761; Lead, $39,366,144; Copper, $130,597,620;
Other Metals (Zine, Iron, ete.), $10,933,466; Coal and Coke, $174,313,658;
Building Stone, Brick, Cement, etc., $27,902,381; making its Mineral Produc-

Aggregate Value of $595,571,107

The Mining Laws of this Province are more liberal and the fees lower
than those of any other Province in the Dominion, or any colony in the British

Mineral locations are granted to discoverers for nominal fees,

Absolute Titles are obtained by developing such properties, the security
of which is guaranteed by Crown Grants:

Full information, together with mining Reports and Maps, may be ob-

December, 1917, $37,010,392

THE HON. THE MINISTER OF MINES
VICTORIA, British Columbia.




